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Dr. B. Venkateswarlu appointed New Director of CRIDA 5 Q. m‘qﬁ‘i WAM ¥ ¢ Ao ﬁ'ﬂ“‘
Dr. B. Venkateswarlu, Principal Scientist & Head of Crop . 3 & . ; .
Sciences Division of CRIDA has joined as Director, CRIDA St ﬁ;ﬁ% ;Uf:_q\% N @;‘:3’ ) mﬂm zﬁa i’.
on July 7, 2008. Dr. Venkateswarlu has served over 30 years 2008 ) e Wkp T B IR Sakilrs) h I W
in different capacities in ICAR and has contributed ?’m’m 30 T‘” aa fafis @)l ¥ orl fban § wd 9 foenenRa of” 4
significantly to research and technology development in SiguET Td sﬁaﬁﬁaﬂ & famr & forg wgeaqel AREH FeT ﬁh—m g
rainfed farming. He started his research career at ICRISAT in SMe a4 1976 W spRic W gNHE HRIRY B | 3 1977 ¥ s
1976, joined Agricultural Research Service (ARS) of ICAR in 1.3.37.9. B Pf - IFAUN A1 $ foU FR b &5 PR WA A
1977 at CAZRI and moved to CRIDA in 1986. Recently, he PR B gY 1986 H MR 3 XA A g™ F g% fhan | g
has coordinated tbe Natioqal Agricultural Technology Project & A o sy BT Seifie aRaeT (NATP) @1 W= fan aen
(NATP) land‘ was |nvo|\{ed in the development of Sustalpable I P @ Y aRaE $ sieta fodrs T AR aREsE §
E\lljer?|1l(_)l(;/?2?e(;?gfs1 pP;?)frzt :St?]?)rretligl IEOOTS 2 ?esdpounb;IEZSSnt received ﬁ—cm: ot A mwg sl ST Sl Oeyes G 00 GG 1R wel
two awards and widely travelled within and outside the country. The 3 s ﬁ?% I_ A Wﬁgéa ;GHTHE AY o Te-fARe B SFAF AR
CRIDA family extends a warm welcome to Dr. Venkateswarlu and wish AEAR AR YR MeAd & w9+ 3 RECASINEAS IS
him a successful tenure as Director, CRIDA. 3P A d WE DRIDTE B B SNl R )
4 N\
T BIBH
Fulfilling the basic right of all people for access to adequate diet for & . 5 ‘ s 3 AR
active and healthy life is a prime concern of all nations. In this endeavor, Td ¥ 2 ﬁm SaRaD ) SR <l 1 e éﬁ_
research accomplishments in agrometeorology and allied sciences can MR H gl i e & g vas Rim e A a3 | 5@ wm 4, o -
Eontributg silgnifilcalntly_towa;dg managoilng natL&rgl re?sourTcss througlz ARSI T Jideg sl & SFgRieH Sueferr, dgax i Aol Td o
etter agricultural planning and improved agro-advisories. These wou 5 ; ) .
enable weather-based crop production and protection strategies for P - e ¥ W 4 B A i el
sustaining productivity and profitability. Agrometeorology is also a  J% [CT SedTes Td @ & forg A SMERd heel Sedre WREv JFHerary
powerful tool for the management of impacts of weather related disasters TG HY FH | AN GEE Whel Ud Serarg uRacde & gl & qdeH & forg
and climate change. f P A 1 Ge AR R |
In this back drop, an International Symposium on Agro-meteorology 9 ufR%ed # 18-21 HRa¥l, 2008 & IR Pf ARTAIIH Td Wremd Y&l o=
?gdzﬁoggosgcwv (INSAFS) was Orﬁ??ize;ﬂh at CE_'D/? dutrting Feb.ﬂ;,artv TH SRR I B e b T | v R R e daf |
-21, . The symposium brought together subject matter specialists . . o —
from various disciplines to suggest future course of action for research e gRem & forg qﬁ\ IS # 3 ﬂ_{ Rkl @l @l gs.
in agrometeorology for food security, especially in the developing 9 & foru fafvw fa @i w= 4 1 a9 i & & w9 R 99RRa & Rrgm
na’(tjonsl._Th_ey also su_gges;ed a and.ma? fodr futurg resEarch,hdivel?fpmgnt P ARERIE G $ P IR A T GRE W B o wfdw
and policy interventions for achieving food security through the effective . NI e : =
use of agrometeorological information. The recommendations emerged STRIEI 1 C el o e zm RIS fa\?:n I famef
from the deliberations are reproduced under FOCUS in this issue of & 3R S RiwiRell @1 4 3id o BIpw $ 3iTId y© 2 Td 3 W faan =
CRIDA News letter (Page 2 & 3) W@y
e
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SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITIES
INSTITUTE ACTIVITIES

Orientation Workshop on “Tank Silt as an Amendment
for improving Soil and Water Productivity”
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A one day Orientation Workshop on “Tank Silt as an Amendment for
improving Soil and Water Productivity” was organized in CRIDA on
04.02.2008 to orient the partners under the Ministry of Water Resources
funded project on Farmers’ Participatory Action Research Programme
(FPARP) for more crop yield and income per drop of water. The Institute
was awarded 50 sites spread across the country for implementing the
project.




RECOMMENDATIONS OF
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON
AGROMETEOROLOGY & FOOD SECURITY
held at CRIDA, Hyderabad during February 18-21, 2008

Climate Change and Food Security
1.

Since many effects of climate change cut across national boundaries,
international cooperation for exchange of knowledge on mitigation
strategies is strongly recommended.

Climate change involves the inter play of several factors. Since the
beneficial effects of one component may be offset by others, experimental
systems should be designed to study both the component effects and
the overall impacts.

. Along with impact on yields, climate change effects on crop nutritional

requirement and water balance are of equal importance in view of
environmental implications. More research focus on these aspects is
needed.

Crop — region specific networks/ consortia need to be established for
generating and exchange of information, in order to evolve climate
change mitigation strategies that can be applied region-wise.

Agrometeorology and Water Resource Management

1.

There should a clear linkage between watershed projects and livelihood
security. Along with improvement of water resources, enhancement in
crop productivity, growing of high value crops and other income
generating and livelihood activities should be promoted in the
watersheds.

. Participatory ground water management successfully tried in several

villages of Andhra Pradesh by NGOs may be analyzed critically to
identify elements for up scaling, with the overall aim of saving water
and minimizing the risks/production costs to the farmers.

. Planning for water allocation and use should be done at the catchment

level

Extreme weather and disaster management

. State level drought/disaster management cells are to be setup on the

pattern of Karnataka to continuously monitor the drought occurrence in
different states of the country. They should also make use of data from
weather stations and satellites.

The state agriculture universities should generate data on the impact of
abnormal weather conditions like heat waves, cold waves on principal
crops of the state and make it available to state level policy making
bodies.

The hot spot districts, highly prone to drought/ disaster are to be identified
and continuously updated based on changing climate trends.

The impacts of drought are to be monitored with a multi sector approach
i.e. not only on agriculture but also on industry, environment and water
resources, tourism etc.

. The mitigation potential of land management practices for management

of short and prolonged droughts are to be quantified region wise in
order to have more sustainable, efficient and multiple use of water
resources with equity.

Agrometeorology of Land Use and Land degradation,
Livestock and Fisheries

1.

2.

The impact of climate change on soil health should be monitored in
different agroecological regions on regular basis.

Climate change and land degradation are closely linked issues and
conservation farming has shown promise in minimizing land
degradation. Hence, the potential of conservation agriculture in
minimizing the impact of climate change needs thorough investigation.

There is need for harmonization of data base on land degradation keeping
in view the productivity and economic losses vis-a-vis climate
change effects.

The impact of climate change on the productivity of natural pastures,
the species composition change and nutritional quality of fodders and
its relationship with livestock production needs detailed investigation.

. The effect of surface sea temperature (SST) on migration of major fish

species from the catch zone and its impact on fish recovery in major
fish farming zones has been identified as a research priority. For
monitoring fish catch zones,modern tools like remote sensing and GIS
should be used.
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Technologies and Tools including weather modification
for Improving Agriculture

1. Tools of geo-informatics including GIS, remote sensing and GPS have to
be extensively used for efficient resource use, conservation and
agricultural planning.

2. The National Natural Resources Management System (NNRMS) database
should be strengthened and enriched continuously by adding datasets
from field level across the country.

3. ICT related extension programmes should be linked with VASAT for
wider coverage.

4. Cloud seeding has shown some promise in enhancing rainfall in drought
prone areas. However, more data needs to be generated on appropriate
conditions of seeding, cost-benefit ratios and related socio-legal issues.

Climate - Pests/Diseases

1. A national agro-advisory network with special emphasis on weather based
pest forewarning and operational agrometeorology to function from
district level to national level may be established in the developing
countries.

2. A consortium may be formed involving national and international
research organizations for working on climate — pest / disease risk
management.

3. Research on the impacts of climate change on pests and diseases, and
their adaptations may be initiated and well supported.

4. Capacity building of multi-disciplinary researchers in the area of pest
and disease forewarning should receive adequate focus.

5. Creation of awareness among multiple stakeholders including end users
on the utility of value added agromet services through effective use of
ICTs should be promoted.

Agroclimate — Agricultural Planning(l)

1. Ensure quality of Agrometeorolgical data, instrumentation and network
strengthening.

2. Integration of ICAR, IMD, SAUs and Departments of Agriculture for
strengthening operational Agricultural meteorology (Agromet advisory
services)

3. Crop planning in each region should be reviewed from time to time in
view of climate change scenarios.

4. Agrometeorology and remote sensing including GIS tools should be used
more widely and form an integral part of on-line information for planning
purposes through VRCs and VKCs. KVKs should be involved in using
this information for agro-advisory purpose.

5. Agro-meteorological characteristics of hill agriculture and horticulture
should receive highest priority.

Agroclimate — Agricultural Planning (Il)

1. Use of GIS techniques for climatic characterization improves
understanding of agro-climatic potential for various crops

2. Markov Chain model helps in crop planning

3. Estimation of solar radiation from satellite data is more reliable.

4. Studies on value addition to agricultural produce in relation to weather
are important.

5. Studies on impact of climate change on growing period characters need
to be encouraged.

6. Establishing central units for disseminating agro-advisories to farmers
through a single window

Operational Agrometeorology and Agromet Advisories

1. There is a need for a united agromet observation system with open data
sharing mechanism

2. A National mechanism may be set up to develop an interactive farmer-
scientist linkage with the participation of SAUs, ICAR, NGOs, and various
Ministries of Government of India.

3. Dissemination of advisories must be pro-active, particularly through ICT
mechanism. The exemplary networks should be spatially enhanced within
a short time.

4. Tie-ups with input providers, insurance and market intelligence etc need
to be developed for higher benefits

5. For the present, the Agrometeorology and Agromet Advisories services
be made freely available for stakeholders
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International Symposium on “Agro-
meteorology and Food Security”
(INSAFS) held at CRIDA from February
18-21, 2008

CRIDA and the Association of Agro-Meteorologists
organized a four day Symposium which was
sponsored by ICRISAT, World Meteorological
Organization, Geneva, Deptt. of Science &
Technology, New Delhi, ANGRAU, Hyderabad;
Anand Agril. University, Gujarat, Ministry of Health
Sciences, New Delhi and ISRO, Bangalore. The
Symposium was organized in 10 technical sessions
to address the priority of food security,
strengthening of agro-meterological research,
development of new sources of data for operational agro-meterogology in
understanding the impact of climate variability and change on agriculture.
Scientists of national and international repute addressed different sessions
through lead talks, invited lectures, contributory papers, etc. The poster
pavilion provided a platform for interactive discussions. The best posters
were awarded prizes.

National Seminar on “Integrated Nutrient Management
in Rainfed Agro-ecosystem”

A National Seminar on Integrated Nutrient Management in Rainfed Agro-
ecosystem sponsored by Department of Agriculture and Cooperation
( Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India) and NABARD was held at
this Institute from 3-4 March 2008. About 150 researchers, planners, farmers,
line department officials and personnel from private industry were brought
together on a common platform for evolving/ suggesting strategies,
recommendations and policies for operationalisation of Integrated Nutrient
Management practices and required support systems in the country.

Sensitization Meeting on “Scaling up of Water Productivity”

A Sensitization meeting on ICAR/DARE sponsored scheme “Scaling up of
water productivity in Agriculture for livelihoods through Teaching cum
Demonstration, Training of Trainers and Farmers” convened by the Director,
WTCER was held at CRIDA on 10/3/2008. The meeting was chaired by the
Director. Ten representatives from eight Nodal Centres in the Southern Region
participated and discussed the implementation of the scheme.

One Day Technical Workshop on “Evaluation of Capacity
Building Initiatives”

One Day Technical Workshop on “Evaluation of Capacity Building Initiatives *
was organized on March 19, 2008 at Hanjagi, ORP village & Main Centre,
Solapur as part of the AP Cess Project on “Capacity building of ORPs in
Rainfed Agroecosystem: An Action Research Project”. The capacity building
efforts including formation of commodity based CIG, developing/
strengthening linkages between various stakeholders and technical
interventions such as, agro-forestry and livestock. The Group Meeting at
Hanjagi, was attended by scientists from AICRPDA Main Centre, ORP,
ZARS, Solapur, CRIDA and officials from State Line departments of
Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal Husbandry, Zilla Parishad and 70 farmers.
Drs. G. Ravindra Chary, Srinath Dixit and DBV Ramana, scientists from
CRIDA, facilitated the proceedings.

C-DAC signs MOU with CRIDA

Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), Hyderabad signed
an MOU with CRIDA on 28 March, 2008 for joint work in the areas of
agriculture content generation and research and development activities
related to application of IT in the agricultural domain for Indg website. The
general MOU which is valid for a period of three years will pave the way for
specific research collaborations in future.

A Tl

(INSAES)

National Workshop on “Clean Development Mechanism
(CDM) and Carbon Trading Opportunities in Agriculture
and Allied Sectors”

A two-day national seminar on “Clean development mechanism and carbon
trading opportunities in agriculture and allied sectors” was organized from
May 8-9, 2008 with the objective of identifying best practices that can
achieve emission reductions in agriculture and related sectors and possible
strategies for operationalisation of CDM. Based on the two day deliberations,
Dr. B.Venkateswarlu, Principal Scientist & Head, Division of Crop Sciences
presented the researchable issues and recommendations on identification
of potential CDM projects with livelihood perspective (The full text of
recommendations can be seen in www.crida.ernet.in).
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12" Working Group Meeting of AICRPDA

The 12" Working Group Meeting of the All India Coordinated Research
Project for Dryland Agriculture (AICRPDA) was organized during 2-4 June,
2008 at OUAT, Bhubaneshwar. The inaugural session was chaired by Dr.
D.P. Ray, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, OUAT. Dr. Diwakar Naik, Director of
Research, OUAT, welcomed the gathering. Dr. A.K. Singh, DDG (NRM),
ICAR in his inaugural address, highlighted different issues like technology
adoption, de-risking dryland agriculture, climate change, extreme events
(droughts and floods) and the role of AICRPDA, AICRPAM and CRIDA in
addressing them.

Staff Research Council (SRC) Meeting

The annual SRC meeting was held in the month of June, 2008 under the
Chairmanship of Dr. Y.S. Ramakrishna, Director, CRIDA. The meeting
discussed the QRT and RAC recommendations for CRIDA, reviewed the
progress of institute research projects, considered new project proposals
and also reviewed the AICRPDA and AICRPAM activities. Besides reviewing
the progress of on-going projects, the PCs and Heads, Divisions/Sections
presented a road map of future research to be carried out. A total of 72
projects, out of which one-third (24) are externally funded were also
reviewed. Twenty one new projects were approved.

Annual Workshop of NPCC

The Annual Workshop of Network Project on Climate Change (NPCC) was
held during 23-24 June 2008 at CRIDA, Hyderabad to review the progress
of ongoing research programs and to finalize the technical program for the
coming years. Dr. PK Aggarwal, National Coordinator, Network Program;
Dr. YS Ramakrishna, Director, CRIDA; and Dr. GGSN Rao, Project
Coordinator (Ag. Met.) conducted the workshop. After a critical review of
the progress made by each centre, the technical program focusing on
adaptation and mitigation strategies was discussed and finalized.

NAIP Activities
Second CAC meeting

The Second Consortium Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting of NAIP was
held on January 19, 2008 at CRIDA under the Chairmanship of Dr. I.V.Subba
Rao, Ex-Vice chancellor, ANGRAU. The meeting reviewed the action plan
for 2007-08 and progress on bench mark survey. During the meeting, Dr.
A.P.Srivastava, National Coordinator and member CAC referred to few action
points in the proceedings related to gender focus, risks and rewards in the
project and visit of CAC members to the project sites. The CPI clarified that
due care has been taken on gender issues and all the partners were sensitized
on the risks in the project which are also included in the social and
environmental safe guards submitted to the PIU.
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Stakeholder Workshop in Warangal Cluster [

The Stakeholder Workshop of NAIP in Warangal
cluster was held on 22nd January, 2008. It was
attended by Mrs. K. Damayanti, the District Collector
of Warangal, officials from line departments including
Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Horticulture, Project %
Director of APMIP, Assistant General Manager,
NABARD and representatives of the local government.
Dr. B. Venkateswarlu, CPl gave an overview of the
NAIP project and stressed on the need for §
convergence of different development programmes
at the cluster level. The District Collector lauded the
efforts of CRIDA and visited the fields of farmers and
laid the foundation stone for the community building.

Stakeholders Meet in Khammam cluster

The stakeholders” meeting for the Khammam cluster
of NAIP project was held on 23rd January, 2008 at
the AP Tourism Conference Hall at Bhadrachalam.
The Deputy Manager of Girijan Cooperative
Corporation and the Assistant Project Officer (
Agriculture) representing ITDA participated in the
workshop, shared details of the ongoing projects
and suggested measures to harness synergy with
the ongoing programmes. A visit to project
villages was also organized.
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Field visit to project villages during NAIP Stakeholders Meet at Bhadrachalam
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Animal Health Camp in Zamistapur

cluster

An animal health camp was held at Zamistapur in
Mahabubnagar cluster on 25-02-2008 as an entry
point activity to understand livestock related issues
in the area. During this camp, the deputy director
(veterinary poly clinic) Dr. B. Jaganmohan Reddy,
local veterinary assistant surgeon Dr. Eswar Reddy
and their staff along with trained Para veterinarians
of BIRD-A.P (Mahabubnagar cluster anchor)
participated. Dr.Ramachander, Joint Director
oversaw the arrangements. Over 200 buffaloes, 50

cows/bullocks, 300 sheep & goat and few birds were
treated for different diseases/ problems.

Stakeholders Meet at Ananthapur

The NAIP Rural Livelihoods Project Stakeholders
Meet was held on 11.03.2008 at Pampanur village,
Atmakur mandal. Dr.B. Venkateswarlu, CPI, NAIP
shared the salient features of the project and
explained how this project is aimed at convergence |@&
of different development programmes at the village |-

level. The Launch Workshop was addressed by
Mr. N. Sridhar, IAS, District Collector of Ananthapur.

First Annual Review Workshop & third
CIC meeting

First Annual Review Workshop cum third CIC
Meeting of SRLS project was held at CRIDA on
15th May 2008. The main focus of the workshop
was to review the progress of work in the first year
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Treatment to poultry birds in the Animal Health Camp
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and to finalize the action plan for 2008-09.

First mid term review by World Bank Mission

The World Bank Mission led by Dr. Mohinder
Mudahar and Mr.Grahame Dixie accompanied by
Dr.N.T.Yadu Raju, National Coordinator visited
CRIDA on 7" June, 2008 to review the NAIP project.
It was chaired by Dr. .V.Subba Rao, Chairman, CAC.

A poster presentation depicting the activities at
different clusters was organized. The mission had
detailed interaction with all partners and made
useful suggestions on strengthening the research
component in the action plan.

HRD PROGRAMMES

Training Course on “Enhancing Water Productivity
in Rainfed Agriculture for Improved Livelihoods “

A Training Course on “Enhancing Water Productivity in Rainfed Agriculture
for Improved Livelihoods “ (14 days ) under the ‘training of trainers
component’ of the [ICAR/DARE sponsored scheme “Upscaling of water
productivity in agriculture for livelihoods through teaching cum
demonstration, training of trainers and farmers” was organized during March
14-27, 2008 by the TOT Section. Twenty three participants from 6 districts
of Andhra Pradesh participated in the training course.

Training Programme on “ICT Applications in
Agricultural Research”

A CRIDA-ICRISAT collaborative Training Programme on “ICT Applications
in Agricultural Research” was organized for the scientists of centers and
ORPs of AICRPDA and technical officers from CRIDA during 24-29 March
2008. The participants were given hands-on exposure on various aspects of
ICTs during the training.

MSME-DI training program organized at CRIDA

The Micro, Small, Medium Enterprise Development Institute (MSME-DI),
Hyderabad conducted one month-long training programme on
“Entrepreneurial Skill Development Programme on Biotechnology” during
10.06.2008 to 09.07.2008 for 26 post-graduates in Biotechnology field. As
part of the programme, the fields like biofertilizers, biopesticides, biofuels,
cultivation of medicinal & dye-yielding plants and extraction of dyes and
aromatic oils was covered by CRIDA scientists during 16" to 26" June
2008.

Zizare & fau dF Fhien o F dod
World Bank review team meeting at CRIDA
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Training Program on Impact of Climate Change

A two-day Training Program designed to create awareness about the impact
of climate change among the farmers was conducted at CRIDA during 25-
26 June 2008 for the scientists of AICRP on Agrometeorology, AICRP for
Dryland Agriculture and CRIDA. The participants are expected to conduct
awareness programmes on climate change impacts to farmers of their regions.

Training of Rural Youth on Off-Farm Skills under
NAIP

Computer Skills: Swami
Ramananda Thirtha Rural
Institute (SRTRI) located at
Bhoodan Pochampally,
Nalgonda district s
reputed for developing off-
farm skills among rural
youth and women. Twenty
four college drop outs from
8 NAIP clusters were given
two months training at
SRTRI in computer skills
from February 6 to April 5,
2008.Most of them recei
ved jobs immediately after
the training.

Developing a Para-Vet Cadre : A training course was organized for
developing the capacities of rural youth as Para-vets during 19" March to 5"
May, 2008 at Mahabubnagar. The training was given to 15 youth who also
made livestock extension services as a livelihood activity for themselves

Repair and maintenance of electric motors, pump sets and small agricultural
machinery: To enhance the capacity of rural youth, a training programme
on “Repair and maintenance of electric motors, pump sets and allied
agriculture machinery” was taken up in collaboration with SRTRI, Jalalpur
village, Nalgonda District during April 21 — June 20, 2008. These trained
rural youth would provide required maintenance and service support to the
rural areas besides earning livelihood for themselves.

Seminars

Dr. I. Srinivas, Scientist - Selection Grade (Farm Machinery & Power)
delivered a seminar on 07.01.08 on “Biofuels” in connection with the training
undergone by him at University of Missouri, Columbia, US, from 01.11.2007
to 15.12.2007 under Norman E. Borlaug Fellowship.

Dr. Y.S. Ramakrishna, Director, CRIDA and Dr. S. Desai, Principal Scientist
(Plant Pathology) delivered seminars on 13.03.2008., in connection with
the review workshop on ‘Climate and Crop Disease Risk Management : An
International Initiative in the Asia-Pacific Region’, attended by them in Dhaka
during February 11-14, 2008.

Presentation by Dr. Leon G. Schumacher and Dr. Kenneth C. Schneeberger
University of Missouri on Biofuels Research on 18.03.2008

Dr. S. Srinivas (ICRISAT) gave a presentation on“E-Learning - VASAT
Experiences Electronic Library” on 27 March 2008

Dr. Y.S. Ramakrishna, Director, CRIDA gave a seminar on 17.05.2008 in
connection with his participation in the National Dryland Agriculture
Conference held at Philippines from 17-18 April, 2008.

FOREIGN VISITS

Dr. Y.S. Ramakrishna and Dr. S. Desai attended the review workshop on
‘Climate and Crop Disease Risk Management : An International Initiative in
the Asia-Pacific Region’, in Dhaka during February 11-14, 2008.

Dr. Y.S. Ramakrishna, Director attended the National Dryland Agriculture
Conference held at Philippines from 17-18 April, 2008.

Dr. V. Maruthi, Senior Scientist has been deputed to Rothamsted, UK on
International Fellowship to study root characteristics in dryland crops for a
period of one year from June, 2008 to May, 2009.

IMPORTANT VISITORS

A multi disciplinary senior students group and researchers along with faculty
members from Cornell University, USA visited CRIDA on 04.01.2008.

25 students and five faculty members from Lehigh University, USA on
07.01.2008.

Mr. Garland Middendorf, USA on 6th March, 2008.

Hon’ble Ambassador of the Royal Netherlands Embassy, Mr. Bob Hiensch
on 17th March, 2008.

21.5p.=1.9. & 3iasfa aeiur gaisii 8g aerar Beafur 6 s=m=l =1 g2=
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Visit of H.E. Mr. Rosario, High Commissioner of Mozmbique

The Mozambique High Commissioner to India, His Excellency Mr. Carlos
Agostinho do Rosario visited CRIDA on April 11, 2008 to explore the
possibilities of developing collaborative projects to help increase agricultural
production in Mozambique. Dr.Md. Osman, Head, RCMU presented the
possibilities and opportunities for training of Mozambique scientists in
CRIDA. Mr. Carlos was particularly impressed with the concept of NAIP-
SRLS Project and asked if CRIDA would help develop such a project for
Mozambique.

PERSONNEL INFORMATION

Transfers/promotions

Shri B. Amarnath, Adminstrative Assistant has left CRIDA on 7th March,
2008 to join as AAO in Project Directorate of Biological Control, Bangalore
on promotion.

Shri P. Bala Brahmaiah has left CRIDA on 7th March, 2008 to join as
Sr. F&AO, at CPCRI, Kasaragod on promotion.

Shri B.D. Sati, Finance & Accounts Officer joined CRIDA on transfer from
IVRI, Bangalore on 07.03.2008.

Award

Dr Ch.Srinivasarao, Sr. Scientist (Soil Science) from CRIDA was conferred
the fellowship of National Academy of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS) on
June 5, 2008.

Retirement

Dr. J.V. Rao, Principal Scientist and Head, Agroforestry Cell
Achamma, SSG.II on February 29, 2008.

Shri Syed Sarwar Ali, T.5 (Driver) on 30.05.2008.

Dr. Y.S. Ramakrishna, Director, Dr. G. Subba Reddy, I/c Project Coordinator

(AICRPDA) , Smt. A. Sambrajyamma, T.9, Shri E. Malkaiah, SSG.IV and
Shri G. Babaiah, SSG.III on June 30, 2008.

CRIDA wishes them and their families a happy and peaceful retired life.

CULTURAL, WELFARE AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

Republic Day

Republic Day was celebrated on January 26, 2008 with enthusiasm at CRIDA.
Children participated in music and sports events while staff members who
completed 25 years of ICAR service were honoured with prizes and
certificates by the Director.

and K.

Sports activities

CRIDA Sports Contingent (70 Sports Persons) headed by Dr. C.R. Thyagaraj,
Principal Scientist as Chief-De-Mission, participated in the ICAR-Zone Il
Sports tournament, held during February 2-8, 2008 at Railway Sports Stadium,
Secunderabad. The team comprising of Shri K. Surender Rao, Dr. Y.G.
Prasad, Dr. G. Rajeswara Rao, Dr. S.S. Balloli and Dr. N.N. Reddy won
Gold Medal in Table Tennis and Ch. Mukund won Gold Medal in Cycle
Race — 500 m. Congratulations to all of them.
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