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From the Director’s Desk

Doubling farmers’ income by 2022 can be achieved
through active backup from agriculture research, both
in the on-farm and the off-farm sector. Hills of India
present a unique condition where in one hand the

climate provides suitability for advance research for

some crops and off-season cultivation of several high

value crops. On the other hand delivery of the

agricultural produce immediately to market is

constrained by remoteness. Thus, primary processing equip
and skill development assumes & great importance.
the institute focused its

ment

During a second half of 2018,
advanced research on on-farm and off-farm

value addition. A brief
following section. Any
rvice is welcome.

attention towards
crop, technology extension and primary
on the achievements are presented in the
suggestion to improve the quality of output/se

(Arunava Pattanayak)

Research Achievements

Tracing the stigma receptivity and time of effective
pollination in long day onion (VL Piaz 3)

L Piaz 3, stigma was observed to remain
receptive (as exhibited by capsule development) from late

afternoon of 3% day to 5% day (around 15:00 hrs). Stigma
day and capsule development

o indicated that 11:00 to
jate period for

In the onion variety V

receptivity was at its peak on the 4t
ranged from 75.0 to 87.5%. Results als
17:00 hours on the 4" day is the most appropr
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Capsule
development in
flowers (umbels)
pollinated at
different hrs. on
4" day from the
day of anthesis

3
11.00 hrs

Development of Vivek Solar Drier

Lot of damage occur from birds, insects, monkeys and
unexpected rainfall during the drying process in the conventional
method of drying of agricultural commodity/produce/ food.
To overcome this problem, institute has developed “Vivek Solar
Drier”. This is made of polycarbonate sheet, which is flexible
and do not break easily. Solar operated exhaust fan is also
attached at the top of this drier, Wheels are put at the bottom
for its easy movement. Three trays with drying capacity of 5 to
20 kg per batch depending on the type of produce are attached
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in the chamber. This can be used for drying of perishable, semi-
perishable and non-perishable agricultural commodities/
produce/ food and wet processed food materials. It was tested
in different situation and it was found that at 1300 hrs. the
ambient average temperature was 26°C, while in the solar drier,
it increased up to 37.4 °C, 50.6 °C, 59.2 °C and 66.9 °C in the
basement, lower tray, middle tray and upper tray, respectively.
Drying of maize grains was also tested. In this process, results
showed that after three days of drying, reduction in grain weight
was to the tune of 14.8, 15.2 and 18.5 % in lower tray, middle
tray and upper tray, respectively as compared to only 114 %
reduction in grains dried in the open. The drier will help marginal
and poor farmers who can't afford hi-tech facilities to preserve

their agricultural producte.

Comparison of antioxidant activities in cap and
stipe of Macrocybe gigantea, an edible mushroom

Macrocybe gigantea is a tropical mushroom and grows under the

environment of high temperature and humidity. It tastes sweet
and is rich in nutritional components such as protein,
polysaccharide, fat, amino acid and mineral elements. It is
appreciated primarily for its flavour but can also be a healthy
supplement to the diet. Tn addition, many medicinal propertics
such as anti-bacterial, anti-oxidation and anti-tumour effects have

been claimed,

The mushroom was cultivated on wheat straw substrate using
standard methodology. The temperature of the crop .
25-35°C and relative humidity was 70-80% during the cropping

room was
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period. The biological efficiency of the mushroom was 60%.

The mushroom can be kept for 10 days in refrigerated condition
and 3-4 days at room temperature,
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the mushroom is a good antioxidant food where its cap il
confributes the most.

Activities of Krishi Vigyan Kendras P g B @ TRy

technologies as front line de

monstrations were also done at
farmers field by KVKs.

Activities
KVK, Chinyalisaur (Uttarkashi) N g G Frareiielg
Trainings - 27 (714 beneficiaries)

WRIETr — 27 (744 et
FLDs - 355 ha (574 beneﬁciaries)

R drrder — 355 2 (574 iraTafs)

Seed Production - 18.5 q. seed of various crops, 30

' q hybrid faftrsy BT gdre
Napier angd 10,925 seedlings i : FLAN
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Breast feeding awareness week at KVK, Uttarkashi

KVK, Kafligair (Bageshwar)
Trainings- 23 (489 beneficiaries)
FLDs - 65.85 ha (2270 beneficiaries) Besides, 500 chicks were

Hon'ble Central Minister of State, Textile visited KVK,

Kafligair
(=]

Other Activities

® ICAR-Vivekananda Parvatiya Krishi Anusandhan Sansth-an e
celebrated its 95" Foundation Day on July 4, 2018 with
Breat enthusiasm. Shri Ajay Tamta, Minister of State for
Textiles ang Member of Parliament (MP) from Almora
constituency was the Chief Guest 01 the occasion.
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e Kisan Mela was organized at the Experimental Farm,
Hawalbag on September 27, 2018 with great enthusiasm.
Shri. Nitin Singh Badauria, District Magistrate, Almora,
was the Chief Guest of the function. On the occasion, Chief
Guest released institute newsletter Farvatiya Krishi Darpan”,
More than 500 farmers participated in the Kisan Mela.

Release of Parvatiya Krishi Darpan

Model Training Course on IPM in Major Hill
Crops Conducted

ICAR-VPKAS conducted a Mode] Training Course on Integrated

during 03 to 10 October

Management, biointensive pest

' management, natura] enemy
conservation, plant

Quarantine, pesticide selection, safe handling
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Participation in ICAR North Zone Sports
Tournament - 2018

The Institute contingent participated in the ICAR North Zone
Sports Tournament — 2018 held at ICAR — Central Institute for
Research on Buffaloes, Hisar from 14 to 16 November 2018 and
bagged 13 medals (5 Gold, 4 Silver and 4 Bronze) in different
events. Overall, the Institute stood 3rd among 24 institutes

| participating in the tournament.

Winne

e The QRT meeting for the period 2013-18 was held under
the chairmanship of Dr. Tej Partap, Vice-Chancellor, APG
Shimla University, Shimla at the institute on July 20 - 21,
2018. The members of QRT (2013-18) Dr. M.Y. Zargar,
Director (Research), SKUAST, Srinagar and Dr. S.P. Sharma,
Ex-Director (Research), CSKHPKVV, Palampur alongwith
member secretary, Dr. J.K. Bisht visited the institute and its
KVKs (at Chinyalisaur and Bageshwar) and held meetings
there during December 2-6, 2018.

]mplemenration

d
Committee, Almora were organ 70?:2018 T‘k
14.12.2018 at ICAR- VPKAS, Almora. Sh- Ajay Maf 1
Deputy Director ([mplementatioﬂ): Deptt. of Officia

© Meetings of the Town official Language

ized on 2

Language, Gaziabad and Dr. PX. Agrawal Assistant
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Director General (NASF), ICAR, New Delhi were the Chief
Guests of the occasions, respectively. Tn addition, officers
and representatives of the Central Govt. Offices,
Undertakings, National Banks, Para-Military Forces also
participated in the meeting,

Material Transfer Agreement for VL Baby corn 2 signed

with Bioseed Research, Hyderabad, Telangana on 09.08.2018
for its large scale production and sale,

Technology License Agreement for Viyek Millet thresher
cum pearler was signed with M/s Punjab Agricultura]

Implements Private Ltd, Saharunpur UP on 09.08.2018 for
its large scale production and sale.

Technology Licenseing
The XXII Research Adviso
of VPKAS, Almora was hel
the Chairmanship of Dr. ¢

Dr. Y'S. Parmar University
Nauni, Solan.

ry Committee (RAC) meeting
d on September 14, 2018 under
R. Dhiman, Ex. Vice Chancellor,
of Horticulture &amp; Forestry,

Hindi Diwas was organized on 14 September, 2018 at ICAR-
VPKAS Experimental Farm, Hawalbag, Almora. Dy, KR,

Dhiman, Former Vice Chancellor of g Parmar University
of Horticulture and Forestry, Solan and Chairman of the

Research Advisory Committee of ICAR- VPKAS, Almora
graced as Chief Guest on the occasion.
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Hindi Diwas organized at Experimental Farm, Hawalbag
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e Maize Field Day was organized at Dhanpau (Dehradun) e
on 15.09.18.
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e  Finger millet field day was organized at Tipola village of e
Almora on September 17, 2018. Around 100 farmers

participated in this field day.
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Finger Millet Field Day at Tipola
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Rajbhasha Sangosthi/ Worshop was organized in the
Auditorium of ICAR- VPKAS, Hawalbag on October 12,
2018. Lectures on efficient use of Hindi were delivered and
extempore competition was also organized. Prize distribution
of the various activities undertaken during the Hindi Chetna
Mas was also took place.

o Institute Research Council (TRC) meeting for Rabi 2018-19 was
held at Experimental Farm, Hawalbag on October 25, 2018.

e The Director along with the team of scientists participated
in a meeting with officials of state department of Agriculture,
Jammu and SKUAST Jammu on 29.10.2018 as a follow up
of the action point of RCM 1.

Meeting for follow up action of RCM-1

¢ World Soil day was celebrated on December 5, 2018 at
Experimental Farm, Hawalbag of ICAR-VPKAS, Almora.
On the occasion Dr. MY, Zargar, Director (Research),
SKUAST, Srinagar was the Chief Guest and Dr. S.P. Sharma,
Ex-Director (Research), CSKHPKVYV, Palampur was the
Guest of Honour.
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World Soil Health

® The 14% Apnyal Workshop of All India Coordinated

— d
Research Project on Plasticulture Engmeel.mg an
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Technologies (AICRP on PET) was organised on 18-19
December 2018 at ICAR-VPKAS, Almora. Dr. R.S. Rawal,
Director, GBPNIHESD, Kosi-Katarmal, Almora, was the
Chief Guest. Speaking on the occasion Dr. Rawal
highlighted the importance of plastics in agriculture and
suggested for preparation of proper plan to mitigate the
effect of plastic on the environment. A brief progress report
of the project work during 2018-19 was presented by Dr.
R.K. Singh Project Coordinator, AICRP on PET & Director,
ICAR-CIPHET, Ludhiana. He informed that at present 14
centres at different locations in the country are working in
the project. Dr. Pitam Chandra and Dr. Ashwani Kumar,
ex-Directors of ICAR institutes were the special guests. They
briefed about the history and establishment of the project
and highlighted that use of the plastics is a need of the
hour for increasing production and water conservation, More
than 40 delegates from different institutes and universities
participated in this workshop. Eleven technical bulletins/
extension books and two video films were also released on
this occasion. In the plenary session, Dr. A. Pattanayak,
Director, ICAR-VPKAS, Almora explained about the
demand of the plasticulture engineering technologies in the
India and particularly in Himalayan states.

Awards

Dr. ARNS Subbanna received Young scientist award from
Society for scientific development in agriculture &
technology, Meerut (UP) in an international conference on
Global Research Initiatives for Sustainable Agriculture and

Allied Sciences held at RARI, Durgapura, Rajasthan from
28-30™ October, 2018,

. Training Programmes

vV

KAS

A three-day (July 16-18, 2018) training programme on

Mushroom Production Technology was conducted at the
institute, in which 29 farmers from Tehri Garhwal participated
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o A fifteen-day (01-15 August, 2018) skill development training e
for tribal women was organised at ICAR VPKAS, Hawalbagh
under Tribal Sub-Plan. The participants were trained on
tailoring and beauty culture for enhancing their family income.
Total 16 women from Jaunsar region (Dehradun), Dasoli
(Chamoli), Sitarganj (Udham Singh Nagar) and Munsyari
(Pithoragarh) participated in the programme.

® Two trainers’ training programme on Kadann Phasaloan ka o
Katai Uprant Prabandhan were conducted on September 18
and September 19, 2018 for 59 extension functionaries of
different NGOs of Uttarakhand.

® One-day training on Saffron cultivation in Parsari & Merag
on 20.09.18 and Malari & Niti on 21.09.18 and Mana on
22.09.18 were conducted under TSP pragram.

® Three-day training programme (25-27 Sept, 2018) for tribal
farmers of Sahiya cluster of district Dehradun was conducted.

® Three-day training programme for tribal farmers of Chakrata

gl{;llster of district Dehradun was conducted from 27-29 Sept.
8.

©  One-day €xposure visit of 24 students of Vivekananda Inter

College, Ranidhara, Almora was conducted on Nov 20;
2018.

® Training programme of Bemousmi Sabji Utpadan Ever:
Polyhouse Prabandhan was conducted for 29 farmers of

Bhatwari, Distt-Uttarkashi (Uttarakhand) during December
21-23, 2018,

®  Kaushal Vikgs Prashikshan Shivir on Sugam Sichai Tuknikiya is
eshwar,

being conducted for 20 participants from Bag
7,2018

Almora, Hawalbag and Dwarahat during December 2

e e

Human Resource Development

Miss Usha Birdi, Assistant attended training course for newly
6, 2018 at ISTM,

recruited Assistants during June 11 to July
New Delhi.

r. Jitendra Kumar, e

hnology 1
gust 20’241

Dr. Nirmal Chandra, Pr. Scientist and E
SCiEntist attended training 00 Role of tec
community level disaster mitigation durins Al
2018 at LBSNAA, Mussorie, Uttarakhand.
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e Dr. PK. Mishra, Pr. Scientist attended one day J-gate@
CeRA Regional Ambassador training program for Libraries
of North Zone Agricultural Universities & institutes of
ICAR at PAU, Ludhiana on August 27, 2018.

e Mrs. Nidhi Singh, Technical Officer attended training on
Extension of women entrepreneurial skill for agricultural

development during September 4-8, 2018 at MANAGE,
Hyderabad.

e Dr K.K. Mishra, Pr. Scientist attended training course on

stem rust during September 29 — QOctober 9, 2018 at Njoro,
Kenya.

@ Mr. Vijay Pal Singh, STA and Mr. Neeraj Kumar Pandey,
TA attended ICAR sponsored human resource development
programme on enhancing personal effectiveness at workplace
during October 8-13, 2018 at ICAR-TARI, New Delhj.

© Er Shyam Nath, Scientist attended winter school training
programme on Recent engineering interventions in food
and by-product processing for sustainable growth and

profitability during October 5-25, 2018 at ICAR-CIPHET,
Ludhiana,

e Mr JP Gupta, STA and Mr. Rajendra Prasad, Technician
attended Model training course on TPM i Majaor hill crops
during October 3-10, 2018 at ICAR-VPKAS, Almora.

e Mr. LM. Tiwari, AAQ attended Refresher course on
administrative and finance management for SO/ AAQs/
AFAOs/ Assistants of ICAR Head Quarter/ Ins
December 10-14, 2018 at
Maharastra.

titute during
[CARANIASM, Baramati,

e Dr LK. Bisht, Pr. Scientist and PME In-Charge, PME
attended MDP on PME during December 17-22, 2018 at
ICAR-NAARM, Hyderabad.

e Dr S.C. Pandey, Pr. Scientist attended MDP on Leadershjp

development (a pre-RMP programme) during Decemper 18-
29, 2018 at ICAR-NAARM, Hyderabad,

Retirement

e Dr. V. K. Sachan, Head and Princi

pal Scientist, KVK,
Chiyalisaur on 31.08.2018

Shri Mohan Singh Rautela, Technical Officer on 31 .08.2018

Shri Mahendra Ram, Skilled Supporting Staff on 30.09.2018

e Shri L.D. Malkani, Asstt. Chief Technical Officer on
31.12.2018
Regularization

Smt. Jibuli Devi, Skilled Supporting Staff on 18.10.2018
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Smt. Narayani Devi, Skilled Supporting Staff on 18.10.2018
Shri Narayan Singh, Skilled Supporting Staff on 18.10.2018
Smt. Radhika Devi, Skilled Supporting Staff on 18.10.2018
Shri Ram Singh, Skilled Supporting Staff on 18.10.2018

Shri Govind Ballabh Joshi, Skilled Supporting Staff on
18.10.2018

Shri Nandan Singh Jeena, Skilled Supporting Staff on
18.10.2018

Shri Pratap Singh, Skilled Supporting Staff on 18.10.2018

Shri Dinesh Chandra Tewari, Skilled Supporting Staff on
18.10.2018

New Colleagues

Km. Ankita Kandpal, Scientist (Agricultural Economics)
on 16.07.2018

Shri. Rajendra Prasad Meena, Scientist (Agronomy) on
28.07.2018

Shri. Sushil Kumar, Scientist (Agricultural Extension) on
28.07.2018

Mr. Neeraj Joshi, Farm Manager, KVK, Chinyalisaur on
19.09.2018

Mrs. Khobragade Rohini Tamradhwaj, Programme Assistant
(Computer) KVK, Chinyalisaur on 22.09.2018

Mr, Varun S'I_‘lpya_l' Programme Assistant (Lab TeChIlj.CIaﬂ)
KVK, Chinyalisaur on 05.10.2018

Ms. Asha Kumari, Scientist (Plant Physiology) on
08.10.2018

Mr. Amit Umesh Paschapur, Scientist (Agril. Entomology )
on 09.10.2018

Mr. Utkarsh Kumar, Scientist (Land & Water Management
Engineering) on 09.10.2018

Mr. Ashish Kumar Singh, Scientist (Nematology) on
09.10.2018

Mr. Jeevan B, Scientist (Plant Pathology) on 09.10.2018

Dr. Navin Chander Gabhtyari, Scientist (Genetic & Plant

Breeding) on 09.10.2018

Dr. Devendra Kumar, Scientist (Genetic & Plant Breeding)
on 09.10.2018

Dr. Priyanka Khati, Scientist (A
on 09.10.2018

Mr. Keshav Nautiyal, Technical Assistant
Technician) on 01.12.2018

M. Sachin Singh Panwar, Technical Assistant/T-
Farm Technician) on 04.12.2018
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e Mr Devendra Singh Karki, Technician/T-1 (Field/Farm
Technician) on 12.12.2018

e  Mr Ajit Bisht, Technician/T-1 (Field/Farm Technician) on
13.12.2018

e Mr. Sudhanshu, Technical Assistant/T-3 (Library) on
27.12.2018

e Mrs. Monika Yadav, Technical Assistant/T-3 (Field/Farm
Technician) on 31.12.2018

e Mr. Deenbandhu Gain, Technician/T-1 (Field/Farm
Technician) on 31.12.2018

Transfer

e Dr. Anirban Mukherjee, Scientist (Agril. Extension)
transferred to ICAR Research Complex for Eastern Region,
Patna on 13.07.2018

Foreign Visit

e Dr A. Pattanayak, Director visited Nepal as ICAR nominee
in the Indo-Nepal Joint Working Group on Agriculture
during August 16-17, 2018.

Promotion

e Shri Dinesh Chandra Mishra, Assistant Chief Technical
Officer w.e.f 14.05.2017

® Dr. Gaurav Papnai, SMS/ACTQ (T-7-8) wef 10.12.2017
e Ms. Manisha, SMS/ACTO (T-7-8) wef 14.12.2017

e Shri Harish Chandra Joshi, SMS/ACTO (T-7-8) wee.f
05.10.2017

e Shri Salim, Technical Assistant (Driver)/ T-3 w.e.f
02.01.2016

e  Shri Lalit Mohan Tewari, Assistant Administrative Officer
wef 27.11.2018

e Shri Sachin Kumar Pandey, Upper Division Clerk w.ef
27.11.2018

Obituary
e  Shri Sundar Lal Balmiki, CLTS we.f. 04.07.2018

______—————.
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