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Resource Use Productivity of Staple Food Crop in Maharashtra

J. S. Kumbhar, P.P. Pawar, D. B. Yadav and B. V. Pagire
Department of Agricultural Economics, MPKV, Rahuri - 413 722, Maharastra

This study has examined per hectare changes in resource-use levels and their efficiency in a selected staple
food crop, viz. wheat. The changes (per hectare) in the cost and return structure have been estimated for the
selected crop. The zonewise cross-sectional data of two points of time, viz. 1991-92 and 2008-09, were used for
estimating the resource-use efficiency. At the overall level, the per hectare resource-use gap analysis has shown
the per cent gap in use of seed for wheat crop as negative, indicating its excess use. The per cent gaps for manure,
and N, P and K fertilizers had decreased over a period of 18 years. During 1991-92 and 2008-09, at the overall
level, the independent variables like human labour, N and P fertilizers were found positively significant and
bullock labour and N fertilizers were observed to be significant. At the overall level, the per hectare total cost of
cultivation and gross profit had increased by 267 per cent and 94 per cent, respectively, over the base year. The
B:C ratio for wheat crop was more than unity in the year 1991-92 and less than unity in 2008-09, which shows a
loss in this crop. The study has observed that there is scope to increase the use of manures and fertilizers to
augment the average productivity of wheat in Maharashtra.

Key words: Resource-use, wheat, Maharashtra

Profitability in Groundnut Cultivation in India: A State-wise Analysis

Murlidhar Meena, M.V. Nataraja and H.N. Meena
Directorate of Groundnut Research, Junagadh - 362 001, Gujarat

Profitability in groundnut cultivation has been analyzed for five major groundnut-growing states, viz. Andhra
Pradesh, Gujarat, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu for the past fifteen years (1996-97 to 2010-11) using
secondary data. On considering cost C2, loss was observed in ten or more years in all the states, except Gujarat.
Considering cost A2 with family labour cost, it was found that farmers earned profit in all the fifteen years in
Gujarat, while incurred loss in Tamil Nadu (in 2001-02), Andhra Pradesh (in 1999-00 and 2001-02), Karnataka
(in 1999-00, 2001-02 and 2008-09) and Maharashtra (in 2002-03, 2004-05 and 2008-09). Implicit prices were
found higher than the minimum support price (MSP) in eleven or more years, but less than cost of production in
twelve or more years, except in Gujarat. The frequent losses in groundnut have pointed out the need for better
farm management through mechanization, competitive MSP and trade policy reforms to make groundnut cultivation
a sustainable enterprise.

Key words: Cost of cultivation, groundnut, implicit price, value of produce, minimum support price, Gujarat,
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu


