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Introduction 

Fishing gears are sometimes lost 
during fishing operations. The abandoned 
and lost fishing gears which fish are 
unintentially trapped as 'Ghost Fishing' 
nets. The occurrence of this kind of 
'unwanted' capture of fish was given 
global recognition for the first time in the 
16th session of the FAO Committee on 
Fisheries in April 1985. Ghost fishing is 
also referred to as the 'mortality of fish 
and other aquatic organisms' that takes 
place after the control over fishing gear 
is lost by a fisher (Way, 1976). The ghost 
fishing happens when some passive 
fishing gears like gillnets, trammel nets, 
pots and traps are lost or discarded but 
continue to catch commercially important 
fish and crustaceans species as well as 
non-commercial species of fishes, 
crustaceans, birds, marine mammals and 
marine turtles. The lost gear may also 
continue damaging henthic habitats 
through abrasion, plucking of organisms, 
the meshes closing round them causing 
translocation of sea-bed features and 
posing problems as a source of litter or 
entanglement for birds and mammals 
when washed ashore. They can 
potentially pose safety risks for fishers if 
they get entangled with the active fishing 
gear that the fishers use and vessel 
propulsion systems 

The modern fishing gears are mostly 
made of non-biodegradable synthetic 
fibres that can persist in the environment 
for long periods.. They can therefore 
theoretically and invisibly continue to 
catch fish for long periods of time. The  

ghost fishing as mentioned is non 
selective to species. The graph/( and 
emotive image of dead fish, crustaceans, 
seabirds and marine mom na Is in nets 
and pots which have been lost have 
increased public and political concern 
over ghost fishing as an issue particularly 
in the European waters. ThlS concern 
originated in the large-scale driftnet 
fisheries in the Pacific. 1111 the mid- 1990s 
there was little research into ghost tishing 
by enmeshing nets such as bottom set 
gill nets and trammel nets globally. Much 
of the research completed on this was 
undertaken in the waters of North 
America but in India not much work has 
been done in this respect till now.  
However, in the other countries, concern 
has been developed over the effects of 
lost gear particularly as ill European 
waters. The European Commission 
funded series of pan-European studies 
about the extent of impact resu t Is and 
preventive measures of ghost fishing with 
a name called FANTARFI) (FAICIARED, 
1995). 

Most of the work in fishing sector has 
been dominated by biological and 
technical analysis with little attention to 
the socio-economic elements of either the 
impacts of ghost fishing or t he 

management responses Ihere remains 
a lot of uncertainty and misunderstanding 
over the absolute and relative impacts of 
gear loss on fish stocks and marine 
environment and also a lack of 
information on the economic and socio-
economic impacts. Furthermore, there is 
scant documentation on appropriate  

unan1ugt'ulucu't uoespoiisi' to f/cur e5 

impact Extent 

\iortalu:v cuuseO by  gho51 ticlillig /' ii 
factor of rc.ui ocs rates auue tiicmr c,utch 
ell ciencv ill(,  niortalitv percentage due 
to lost fishing gear may be rtepeorlent on 
tile 	S ii ci CS 	Pn' SCO 1. 	,i b iuii 0 a ii e, 
vulnerahility and ghost gear status (/- air 

/05'., lEe loss of st,itu( 
fishing gen s appears to hi' common in 
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To a lame extent, tIns is heeanse the level 
of self i'esoverv of nets ill most sheit 
fisheries is now very high wulh the almost 
universal adoption of Global Positioning 
Svslelr 	 vessels in the If 
(FAN lAR1D, 21)0:1). I lowever, because the 
length of nets being set is vein- high, the 
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iVloreovei, the depth and sea bottom type 
and the Iiust gear's exposure to 
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