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Studies conducted in black soil areas suggest that runoff water could be safely collected
mio dug out ponds exploiting natural depressions and waterways. One pond, 3 to 5 m deep
with a storage capacity of 0.3 to 0.5 ha.m (average cost Rs. 10,000/-) is recommended for



every 10 to 15 ha catchment. Gauging studies revealed that 80% of the catchment area
could be brought under supplemental irrigation of 5 cm depth water being applied at
moisture stress. Such a practice resulted in 30 to 300% increase in yields depending upon
oran and ceacnnal conditione maximum resnonse beine in sorchum.



