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Integrated developmental efforts and total well-being of the hilly people has been successfully
demonstrated in two Shiwalik foothill villages viz., Sukhomajri and Nada, district Ambala
(Haryana). Socio-economic survey of these villages revealed that their dependence on hills
was out of compulsion. Until and unless the problems of local people are identified and the
solutions sought with their total involvement, no amount of efforts for hill area development
can be successful. With their involvement and by providing them viable alternatives with
hill resources, like water and Bhabar (Eulaliopsis binata), people have been motivated to
protect hilly areas. This is called “Social fencing”. An investment of Rs. 80,000 has
generated extra wealth to the tune of Rs.4 lacs annually in Sukhomajri. Introduction of
smokeless chulha has reduced fuel consumption by 30%. Goats and cows are being replaced
by good quality milk buffaloes. To ensure proper management of hill resources and their
equitable distribution, Hill Resource Management Societies have been constituted in both
the villages.



