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The paper critically reviews a few selected watershed development projects (Sukhomajri,
Bunga, Chowki, Tibbi) implemented in the Shiwalik foothills in Haryana state. The author
attempts to analyse people’s participation and lessons learnt for securing people’s active
involvements; and linkages between common property resources (CPRs), private property
resources (PPRs), quality of life and social benefits. The study revealed that the participatory
development process based on links between CPRs and PPRs was stable and sustainable.
The types and levels of links exhibited a higher degree of participation in Bunga and
Sukhomajri and very low in Chowki and Tibbi projects. The author suggests that most
important prerequisite for people’s participation is that expected private benefits from
participation must substantially exceed private cost of participation.



