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Sustainability, replicability and equity in the management of environmental resources’
through people’s participation has engaged attention of researchers, NGOs and internationa’
donor agencies for quite some time. Limited initial financial investments and communs
organization inputs were made to create COmMON use resources and to improve commaon
well as private property resources of a village. Participatory watershed manag

programmes through local level institutions increased income from the common as well &
private property resources and provided livelihood gathering opportunities for the
people. Voluntary social fencing against uncontrolled grazing and felling of trees imp
biomass production and biodiversity of the community owned forest land. Harvesting
runoff rain from community land, its storage and equitable use increased productivity
private farm lands severalfolds. Many environmentally-positive benefits associated
reduced soil erosion in the catchment and storage of runoff were also realized. Encos
results of the watershed management programme suggest the adoption of an incentive-
based and community driven ‘bottom-up approach” for managing degraded watersheds

a sustainable basis. The payback period of financial investments made in participators
approaches varies from 5 to 7 years.



