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Dr. Mangala Rai, DG, ICAR and Secretary DARE, Govt. of India visits NBFGR

Dr. Mangala
Rai,
General, ICAR and
Secretary DARE,
Govt. of India visited
NBFGR on February
3, 2006. Dr. W.S.
Lakra, Director,
NBFGR welcomed
the DG
expressed his
gratitude to the DG

for his visit, support and guidance to the Bureau.

Director

and

The Director General was apprised of the activities
and achievements of the Bureau by Dr. Lakra.
While appreciating the work of the NBFGR
scientists, Dr. Mangala Rai called for greater
efforts in the field of fish germplasm explorations
and strengthening the collections as a National
Fish Museum. He informed that ICAR is giving
utmost importance to human resource
development in biotechnology. He told that
identified ICAR scientists from the cutting edge
fields of research have been trained in the best
laboratories of the world and this policy will
continue this year also. The DG informed about the
progress made in the programme on Joint Indo-US
Knowledge Initiative. He said this is a unique

mode of collaboration through which our

scientists will have more opportunities to work
with the top institutions of the US. For the benefit
of the scientists, Dr. Mangala Rai threw light on
several new avenues of project funding. He
specifically mentioned about an empowered
committee set up by the Govt. of India, which is
chaired by Prof. C.N.R. Rao. The DG said that an
amount worth Rs. 50 crores is expected to be at the
disposal of this committee as National Fund for

supporting Basic and Strategic Research in

Agricultural Sciences. He also advised the

scientists to utilize opportunities for project
funding on competitive grants basis under the

National Agriculture Innovative Project (NAIP).

Dr. Mangala Rai also shared his views on
transgenic crops and animals. He said a lot of
confusion and misperception exist among the
media as well as the scientific community about the

transgenic products. Quoting examples from
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ancient treatises as well as modern science, Dr. Rai
explained the concept, philosophy and technique
behind the transgenesis and its products.
However, he cautioned that the transgenesis is a
tool of science and, like other scientific tools and
techniques, it should be used judiciously and
cautiously in accordance with our national needs

and priorities.

The DG also emphasized that in order to utilize
the precious resources judiciously, the ICAR is
now focusing on collaborative research
programmes and sharing of the infrastructure
among local ICAR institutes. He said the purpose
behind this policy is to economise the expenditure,
develop the world-class facilities and to utilize

them efficiently for contributing towards

development of Indian agriculture.

The NBFGR has recently formed a
professional society named “Aquatic Biodiversity
Conservation Society (ABCS)”. Dr. Mangala Rai,
Director General, ICAR and Secretary DARE,
Govt. of India has kindly consented to be the
Patron of the society where as Dr. S. Ayyappan, Dy.
Director General (Fy.) as Co-Patron. The society
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Dr. S. Ayyappan, DDG (Fy.), ICAR releasing the brochure of ABCS
in the presence of Prof. S.P. Singh, VC, HNB Garhwal University,
Srinagar along with Dr. P.V. Dehadrai, Former DDG (Fy.), ICAR and
Dr.W.S. Lakra, Director, NBFGR, Lucknow.

was formally launched at NBFGR, Lucknow on
April 24, 2006 by Dr. S. Ayyappan, Dy. Director
General (Fy.), ICAR, New Delhi. Dr. W.S. Lakra,
Director, NBFGR is the Founder President of the
society. The ABCS is a culmination of a long felt
desire to bring all those who have keen interest and
been involved with the efforts on conservation of
aquatic biodiversity, under one umbrella for
sharing the knowledge and expertise. The society
intends to focus on all aspects of conservation of
aquatic biodiversity and its sustainable use for the
present as well as future generations. The ABCS
has its headquarters at National Bureau of Fish

Genetic Resources, Lucknow.

A Memorandum of Understanding was
signed between NBFGR, Lucknow and HNB

Garhwal University, Srinagar, Garhwal,

Uttaranchal on April 24, 2006 in the presence of
Prof. S.P. Singh, Vice Chancellor, HNB Garhwal
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Prof. S.P. Singh, VC, HNB Garhwal University, Srinagar,
Uttaranchal and Dr. S. Ayyappan, DDG (Fy.), ICAR exchanging the
MoU papers.

Univesity, Srinagar, Garhwal; Dr. S. Ayyappan,
DDG (Fy.), ICAR and Dr. W.S. Lakra, Director,
NBFGR and other important dignitaries. The
primary objective of this MoU is to develop and
share expertise and facilities at mutually agreeable

terms and conditions.
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An IPR and Patents Cell has recently been
established at NBFGR. The purpose of the cell is to

sensitize as well as facilitate work of the scientists

of the Bureau about issues related to IPR and
Patents. The cell was formally inaugurated by Prof.
S. Kannaiyan, Chairman, National Biodiversity
Authority, Chennai in the presence of Dr. Dilip
Kumar, Director, CIFE, Mumbai;
Dr. A.D. Diwan, Assistant Director General
(Marine Fy.), ICAR, New Delhi; Prof. Mohan
Joseph Modayil, Director, CMFRI, Cochin; Dr. P.
Das, Former Director, NBFGR on January 28, 2006.
While congratulating the Director and scientists of
NBEFGR, Prof. Kannaiyan said this is a right step at
the right time in this era of WTO and IPR regime in
the world of knowledge generation and
management. Dr. W.S. Lakra, Director, NBFGR
said that we were inspired by the advice and active
support of Dr. S. Ayyappan, DDG (Fy.), ICAR to
initiate efforts in this direction. Dr. Lakra also
informed the dignitaries that one scientist Mrs.
Poonam Jayant Singh is being trained in IPR about

Patents related issues onregular basis.

A number of new infrastructure/ facilities
have recently been developed at NBFGR. A

portion of the administrative block was furnished
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Dr. S. Ayyappan, DDG (Fy.), ICAR planting a tree at NBFGR
campus.

and developed into a Conference Hall with a
seating capacity of 110 participants. Prof. S.
Kannaiyan, Chairman, NBA, Chennai

inaugurated this hall on January 28, 2006.

The Institute procured and installed a new
digital EPBAX system and fishing rafts which were
inaugurated by Dr. S. Ayyappan, DDG (Fy.), ICAR
on April 23, 2006. The DDG (Fy.) also inaugurated
the newly furnished and strengthened Technical
Cell in the administration block and a Badminton
Court near the residential block. Dr. Ayyappan
also handed over an Insulated Fish Transportation
facility to an aqua-entrepreneur which has been
procured by the Institute from Central Post-
Harvest Engineering & Technology, Ludhiana. In
addition, the DDG (Fy) also planted a tree and
released the riverine seed of some freshwater

species to be kept in the gene bank.

Genetic bottlenecks analysis in natural
populations of prioritized fish species

Subsequent to the population structure
analysis of prioritized fish species in previous
years, tests were conducted for determination of
genetic bottlenecks in natural populations of four

prioritized fish species namely, Horabagrus

brachysoma, Gonoproktopterus curmuca, Puntius
denisonii and Cirrhinus mrigala. In H. brachysoma
samples from rivers Chalakkudy, Meenachil and
Nethravathi were analysed which provided the
evidence of occurrence of bottleneck in the
Chalakkudy samples exhibiting significant

probabilities. In G. curmuca, samples from rivers
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Chalakkudy, Chaliyar and Periyar were analysed
indicating the occurrence of genetic bottleneck in
the samples. In P. denisonii, the probability values
indicated significant bottleneck. The genetic
heterogeneity was tested based on the genotype
rather than allele frequencies, in view of the
observed non-conformity to Hardy-Weinberg
expectations and the existence of population sub-
structuring was confirmed in P. denisonii. The
identified markers can also provide monitoring
mechanism against the possible genetic
bottlenecks which the populations may be facing.
This will help to plan strategy for rehabilitation of

declining natural resources.

Amplified Fragment Length Polymorphism
(AFLP) studies initiated in Indian fishes
The AFLP has been used extensively for

characterizing plant and animal genome.

However, it has not been used to characterize
Indian fish species so far. In view of the above,
AFLP studies have been initiated for
characterization of Indian fish species for the first
time. The total genomic DNA extracted from
ethanol preserved blood samples of Cirhinnus
mrigala, Cyprinus carpio and an endemic fish
species Pristolepis fasciatus was digested with
restriction endonuleases (EcoR1 and MSel) and
visualized for the distribution of cut-sites using
standard agarose gel electrophoresis. For selective
amplification, a total of 13 primer combinations,
screened according to number of fragments
amplified on explorer gel with 64 Primer
combinations, were suitably multiplexed in seven
tubes. A total of 331 bands per assay were
generated in the size range of 38-398 base pairs.
These bands will be analyzed for diversity analysis

within the species.

Training on Basic Tools in Molecular Biology
Research

The NBFGR organized an awareness-cum-
training programme on “Basic Tools in Molecular
Biology Research” during January 9-13, 2006. The
participants were exposed to baseline theoretical
as well as practical insights in various types of tools
used in molecular biology research. The training
covered different tools like DNA extraction from
different tissues, restriction digestion of DNA,
polymerase chain reaction, DNA sequencing, etc.
A total of 11 trainees from all over India, belonging
to different research organizations/ universities/
national institutes participated in this training

programme.

Training-cum-Workshop on Fish Taxonomy
and Germplasm Exploration.

A hands-on-training-cum-workshop on
“Fish Taxonomy and Germplasm Exploration”
was organized by NBFGR during January 29 to
February 1, 2006. The main objective of the training
programme was to sensitize the scientists and
research scholars about the importance and
different aspects of fish taxonomy and its
utilization in conservation programmes. A total of
50 participants from all over India, belonging to
different research organizations/ universities/
national institutes participated in this training
programme. Prof. W. Viswanath, Manipur
University; Prof. V.R. Venkataramani, College of
Fisheries, Tooticorin; Dr. A.K. Karmakar, ZS9I,
Kolkata and Prof. M.S. Johal, Panjab University,
Chandigarh were the resource persons for the
training programme.
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Hands-on-Training Course on Microsatellite
DNA Markers: Development and Analysis

A Hands-on-training programme on
“Microsatellite DN A Markers: Development and
Analysis” was organized by NBFGR during
February 6-14, 2006. A total of 26 participants were
given demonstration as well as hands-on practice
on development and analysis of microsatellites
through genomic library construction. The
participants represented various orgnizations
including fisheries, plants, medical sciences, Krishi
Vigyan Kendra and Wildlife, etc. They were

provided with detailed literature as well as inputs

on bioinformatics, gene cloning and upcoming

A group of participants doing Hands-on-Training on Microsatellite
DNA Markers.

molecular markers from eminent guest speakers.
The course was inaugurated by Dr. Yoginder
Singh from IGIB, New Delhi. The Valedictory

function was chaired by Prof. Chandrika Prasad

Prof. Chandrika Prasad Yadav, DG, UP Council of Agricultural
Research, Lucknow addressing the participants during the
Valedictory function of Hands-on-Training Course on
Microsatellite DNA Markers.

Yadav, Director General, Uttar Pradesh Council of

Agricultural Research, Lucknow.
Training on Genotoxic Biomarkers in Fishes

A training programme on “Genotoxic
Biomarkers in Fishes” was organized during
February 21-28, 2006. The participants were
exposed to basic concepts of genotoxicty and
hands-on training on some standard assays like
DNA 3'OH labeling and DNA ladder assays for
detection of apoptosis, which has been successfully
utilized in fishes. A total of 18 participants from all
over India, belonging to different research
organizations/ universities/ national institutes
participated in this training programme. Prof.
T.J.Pandian, National Professor, Madurai Kamraj
University, Madurai inaugurated the training
programme. Shri Arvind Singh, Municipal
Commissioner, Kanpur, U.P. was the Chief Guest
for Valedictory function.

Training on DNA Fingerprinting at NBFGR
Cochin Unit, Kochi

A training programme was organized on
DNA Fingerprinting at NBFGR Cochin Unit
during March 06-16, 2006. Altogether, 29
participants from various universities and
research institutes participated in the course. The
course structure consisted of theory classes on
tools used in DNA fingerprinting; application of
DNA markers; guidelines for choosing an ideal
marker, protocols for fingerprinting techniques
such as AFLP, RAPD, SCAR, Microsatellites,
mtDNA, ITS, SNPs, etc, and genotyping and
analysis of data; followed by practical classes on
the above topics. The training programme was
inaugurated by Dr. E.G. Silas, Former Vice-
Chancellor, Kerala Agricultural University and
Former Director CMFRI, Cochin. In the
Valedictory function, the Chief Guest, Prof. Mohan
Joseph Modayil, Director, CMFRI, Cochin

distributed the certificates to the participants
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where as Dr. W.S. Lakra, Director, NBFGR

presided over the function.
Trainings Attended

e Shri Ashish Srivastava, Assistant Finance &
Account Officer attended a training
programme on “Purchase policy and

procedures in government departments”

organized by Center for Training and Social
Research, New Delhi at Hotel Jaypee

Siddharth, New Delhi during April 19-21,
2006.

e Shri Ashish Srivastava, Assistant Finance &
Account Officer and Shri Tej Singh
Seepal, Sr. Clerk attended a training

programme on “IT Sensitization for Finance

Officers / Officials” at Division of Computer

Applications, IASRI, New Delhi during June

26-30, 2006.

Brainstorming Session on Challenges in
Fishery Resources Conservation in the
Context of Biological Diversity Act, 2002

A Brainstorming Session on Fisheries
Resources Conservation in the context of Biological
Diversity Act, 2002 was organized at NBFGR on
January 28, 2006. It was sponsored by the National
Biodiversity Authority, Chennai. In the context of
various provisions of BDA - 2002, prioritization of
research and management issues related to
conservation and management of fishery resources
for all the sectors of fisheries and stakeholders were
discussed in the session. Prof. S. Kannaiyan,
Chairman, National Biodiversity Authority,
Chennai was the Chief Guest. Dr. Dilip Kumar,
Director, CIFE, Mumbai; Dr. A.D. Diwan, Assistant
Director General (Marine Fy.), ICAR, New Delhi;
Prof. Mohan Joseph Modayil, Director, CMFRI,
Cochin; Dr. P. Das, Former Director, NBFGR and
Dr.S.P.S. Ahlawat, Director, NBAGR, Karnal were
other eminent experts on the dais. Dr. W.S. Lakra,
Director, NBFGR welcomed the dignitaries and
participants and explained the purpose and
expected outcome from the session which was
followed by a few key presentations, discussion on
key points and a concluding session. About 40

dignitaries from different institutes, universities,

A ThmHG WUHHHUP
FIsH Ix'u.U-HI'IN'!" .I.HEI EEHHIILASN E:rpmm‘rrm

Maliomad Bural |:|f F'rsh Eeﬂ[l'l:, E&s;}ul‘l.‘éi |.'I'-
fr ~ored By H.r‘..f"-aI: Bigdiversity 11

A view of the inaugural function of the Brainstorming Session on
Challenges in Fishery Resources Conservation in the Context of
Biological Diversity Act, 2002.

state departments, research organizations

participated in the brainstorming session.

Workshop on Freshwater Fish Diversity of
Hill States of Northern India: Conservation

and Management for Sustainable Fisheries

The NBFGR organized a Regional Workshop
in Hindi on “Mithajal Matsya Vividhta: Uttari
Bharat Ke Parbatiya Rajyon Me Tikaoo Matsiyki
Hetu Sanrakshan Evam Prabandhan” during
April 24-25, 2006. The main objective of the
workshop was to discuss the state-wise status of
the freshwater fish diversity in the hill states of
northern India namely, Uttaranchal, Himachal
Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir and to plan a

strategy for sustainable development and
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conservation of freshwater fish diversity of these
states. A total of 70 participants from universities,
fisheries research institutes, state fisheries
departments and the ICAR participated in the
workshop. Prof S.P. Singh, Vice Chancellor, HNB
Garhwal University, Srinagar, Uttaranchal
inaugurated the workshop where as Dr. S.
Ayyappan, DDG (Fy.), ICAR presided over the
inaugural function. Dr. P.V. Dehadrai, Former
DDG (Fy.), ICAR; Prof. M.Y. Kamal, Former Vice
Chancellor, Sher-e-Kashmir University of
Agriculture and Technology, Srinagar, J&K and
Prof. H.R. Singh, Former Vice Chancellor,
Allahabad University were other dignitaries on
the dais.

Workshop on Fish Germplasm Exploration,
Cataloguing and Conservation for North

Eastern Region: New Initiatives

The NBFGR, Lucknow, in collaboration with
ICAR Complex for NEH Region, Barapani,
organized a Workshop on “Fish Germplasm
Exploration, Cataloguing and Conservation for
North Eastern Region: New Initiatives” during
May 5-6, 2006 at Barapani, Meghalaya. Major
thrust areas of the workshop were: fish
germplasm explorations, molecular
characterization for genetic diversity of
prioritized fish species, phylogeny, systematics
and resolving taxonomic conflicts, gene banking,
exploration of aquatic microbial diversity of
north-eastern India, documentation of indigenous
knowledge & policy issues related to fisheries in
north- eastern region. Dr. P. Das, Former Director,
NBFGR was the Chief Guest of the inaugural
function. Dr. W.S. Lakra, Director, NBFGR,
Lucknow gave an overview of NBFGR research
activities. Dr. K.M. Bujarbaruah, Director, ICAR
Complex for NEH Region, Barapani chaired the
inaugural function. Dr. E.G. Silas, Former Vice-
Chancellor, Kerala Agricultural University and
Former Director, CMFRI, Cochin chaired a

Dr. W.S.Lakra, Director, NBFGR facilitating Dr. K.M.Bujarbaruah,
Director, ICAR Complex for NEH Region, Barapani during the
Valedictory / Concluding session of the Workshop organized by
NBFGR at Barapani. Shri P. Kharkongwar, IAS (Extreme Right),
Commissioner and Secretary, Agriculture, Horticulture and
Fisheries, Govt. of Meghalya is also in the picture

technical session during the workshop. About 100
participants from different universities, institutes,
organizations and government departments of
north-eastern region actively participated in the
workshop. Shri P. Kharkongwar, IAS,
Commissioner and Secretary, Agriculture,
Horticulture and Fisheries, Govt. of Meghalaya
was the Chief Guest for the Valedictory/
Concluding Session.

Network Meeting of ICAR Fisheries
Scientists for a Collaborative Project

The NBFGR organized a meeting of scientists
from fisheries research institutes of the ICAR
(CIFE, CIBA, CIFRI, NRCCWEF, CMFRI) on January
27, 2006 to plan and develop a collaborative
research project on fish germplasm explorations,
genetic characterization and gene banking. A
detailed action plan under different work elements

was discussed and finalized in the meeting.
Research Advisory Committee Meeting

The Research Advisory Committee meeting of
NBFGR was convened during February 24-25, 2006
under the Chairmanship of Dr. E.G. Silas, Former
Vice-Chancellor, Kerala Agricultural University
and Former Director, CMFRI, Cochin. Dr. P. Das,
Former Director, NBFGR; Dr. A.D. Diwan, ADG
(Marine Fy.), ICAR; Dr. B.C. Panda, Former
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Professor and Head, Biophysics Division, IARI,
New Delhi; Dr. T.R. Rao, Professor, Delhi
University and Mr. R.R.Tripathi also participated
as members of the RAC. The Director, NBFGR and
many scientists of the Institute also attended the
meeting. The Chairman & members of the RAC also
visited NBFGR Live Fish Gene Bank on this
occasion and discussed about ongoing activities
with the Director and Scientists.

The Chairman and members of the Research Advisory Committee
of the Institute visiting Live Fish Gene Bank along with the Director
and scientists at NBFGR Farm.

Abroad

e Dr. W.S.Lakra, Director attended an
International symposium on “Genetics in
Aquaculture IX”, at Montpellier, France
during June 27- July 1, 2006 and chaired a
technical session.

e Dr. AK. Singhand Dr. Vindhya Mohindra, Sr.
Scientists attended an International
Symposium on “The Biology, Culture and
Conservation of the Mahseer” organized by
Malaysian Fisheries Society, NACA and FAO
at Kualalampur, Malaysia during March 29-
30, 2006.

InIndia

e Dr. WS. Lakra, Director and Dr. Peyush
Punia, Sr. Scientist attended the Mahseer
Writeshop at Lonavala organized by CIFE,
Mumbai and Tata Power Company during

Staff Research Council Meeting

The Annual Staff Research Council meeting
of the Bureau was held during April 22-23, 2006.
On April 22, 2006 Dr. W.S.Lakra, Director chaired
the meeting. The SRC continued on April 23, 2006
under the Chairmanship of Dr. S. Ayyappan, DDG
(Fy.), ICAR to review the progress of on-going
projects and make necessary corrections in the
technical programme to meet the new challenges
in conservation and management of fish genetic
resources. Dr. Ayyappan critically reviewed each
project and gave valuable suggestions for

improving the research programmes and output.
Management Committee Meeting

The Institute Management Committee
meeting was held on March 30, 2006 under the
chairmanship of Dr. W.S. Lakra, Director. This was
attended by members Dr. Madan Mohan,
Principal Scientist, NRCCWEF; Dr. P. Das, Sr.
Scientist, CIFA, Bhubaneswar; Mr. R.R. Tripathi
and invited staff members of NBFGR.

June 17-19, 2006.

e Dr. W.S. Lakra, Director attended the
Interaction meeting of the Hon'ble Union
Minister for Agriculture at CIBA, Chennai on
January 16, 2006.

e Dr. WS. Lakra, Director attended the
valedictory programme of the training course
on DNA Fingerprinting at NBFGR Cochin
Unit, on March 17, 2006.

e Dr. WS. Lakra, Director attended the meeting

of the Directors of ICAR Fisheries Research
Institutes at NRCCWF during April 15-16,
2006.
Dr. W.S. Lakra, Director attended the
selection committee meeting of the Central
Agricultural University at Krishi
Anusandhan Bhawan II, New Delhi on
February 20, 2006.
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Dr. R. Soundararajan, Principal Scientist; Dr.
S.P. Singh, Sr. Scientist and Mrs. Poonam J.
Singh, Scientist (Sr. Scale) participated in the
National Symposium on Knowledge Driven
Agricultural Development: Management of
Change organized by the Agricultural
Research Service Scientists' Forum, New
Delhi at IARI, New Delhi during March 24-26,
2006.

Dr. Kuldeep Kumar Lal, Sr. Scientist attended
a meeting on “Seed production in
Agricultural Crops and Fisheries” at CIFA,
Bhubaneswar during April 6-7, 2006.

Dr. Kuldeep Kumar Lal, Sr. Scientist
participated in Institute Management
Committee meeting of CIFA Bhubaneswar on
May 26, 2006.

Dr. U.K. Sarkar, Scientist (Sr. Scale) attended a
meeting of the Nodal Officers for North
Eastern Region convened by the DDG (Fy.),
ICAR at Central Agricultural University,
Imphal, Manipur on March 20, 2006.

Shri V.S. Basheer, Scientist (Sr. Scale) attended
a seminar on “Ornamental Fish Breeding,
Farming and Trade” organized by
Department of Fisheries, Government of
Kerala during February 5-6, 2006

Shri A K. Pathak, Scientist (Sr. Scale) attended
a workshop on “People's Biodiversity
Register” and expert committee meeting on
“Developing the Biodiversity” organized by
National Biodiversity Authority, Chennai at
Anna University, Chennai during June 22-23,
2006

Lectures/Talks delivered

Dr. W.S. Lakra, Director attended a National
Conference on Agro-biodiversity as an
invited speaker for making a presentation on
Conserving India's Fish Diversity on
February 13, 2006.

Dr. Kuldeep Kumar Lal, Sr. Scientist delivered
a lecture on Conservation Genetics for M.Sc
(Wild Life) students at Wild Life Institute of
India, Dehradun during April 12-14, 2006.
Shri A.K. Pathak, Scientist (Sr. Scale) delivered
a lecture at workshop-cum-training
programme on “Bioinformatics and Statistics
in Aquaculture Research” at CIFA,
Bhubaneswar during February 7-10, 2006

Lectures organized

A series of lectures by following leading

experts were organized at the Bureau:

Dr. Malathi Lakshmi Kumaran, a Legal
consultant and patent expert from New Delhi,
delivered an invited lecture on “Patent and
IPR in the Field of Biotechnology” at the
Bureau on February 2,2006

Prof. Yoginder Singh, Scientist F, Institute of
Genomic and Integrative Biology, New Delhi,
delivered an invited lecture on “Molecular
approaches towards development of vaccine
and therapeutic molecule against anthrax” at
the Bureau on February 6,2006.

Dr. K. Thangaraj, Scientist, Center for Cellular
and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad delivered
an invited lecture on “Genome Diversity” at
the Bureau on February 14, 2006.

Promotions:

The following officers and staff members of

the Bureau have been promoted to next higher
grade:

Dr. Ravindra Kumar, Scientist (Sr. Scale) was
promoted to Sr. Scientist w.e.f. 13.2.2004.

Dr. Neeraj Sood, Scientist was promoted to
Scientist (Sr. Scale) w.e.f. 31.01.2003.

Mrs. Poonam J.Singh, Scientist was promoted
to Scientist (Sr. Scale) w.e.f. 08.12.2003.

Shri A.K.Pathak, Scientist was promoted to
Scientist (Sr. Scale) w.e.f. 11.12.2003.

Dr. LK.Tyagi, Scientist was promoted to
Scientist (Sr. Scale) w.e.f. 25.01.2004.

Shri Amar Pal, Technical Officer T-5, was
promoted to Technical Officer T-6 w.ef.
25.09.2003.
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e Dr.SK. Srivastava, Sr. Lab Technician T-5 was
promoted to Sr. Lab Technician T-6 w.e.f.
14.12.2003.

e Shri Ajay Kumar Singh, Field Surveyor T-4 was
promoted to Field Surveyor T-5 w.ef.
26.09.2005.

e Shri S.K.Paul, Field Surveyor T-4 was
promoted to Field Surveyor T-5 w.e.f.
16.10.2005

e Shri Akhilesh Kumar Mishra, Lab Technician
T-3 was promoted to Lab Technician T- 4 w.e.f.
16.07.2004

e Shri B.N. Pathak, Gestener Operator T-2 was
promoted to Gestener Operator T-3 w.e.f.
12.04.2005

e Shri Sree Ram, Laboratory Asst. T-1 was
promoted to Laboratory Assistant T-2 w.e.f.
06.11.2004.

The NBFGR family extends hearty

congratulations to all the above staff members for
their success.

Awards & Degrees

e Shri V.S. Basheer, Scientist (Sr. Scale) was
nominated as member, Governing Body of
the State Fisheries Management Society
(FIRMA) of the Department of Fisheries by
the Government of Kerala.

e  Shri Satyavir Chaudhary, T-II-3 was awarded
the degree of Master of Library and
Information Science from U.P. Rajarshi
Tandon Open University, Allahabad.

Relieving

e Dr. P.CMahanta, Principal Scientist was
relieved to take over the charge of Director
N.R.C.C.W.F,, Bhimtal w.e.f. 06.02.2006. The
NBFGR family gave a warm farewell to Dr.
Mahanta.

The NBFGR participated in the following
exhibitions related to fisheries and aquatic
resources. In these exhibitions, various activities
of NBFGR were displayed. Besides the
distinguished visitors, a large number of students,
teachers, researchers and general public visited
the stall of the Bureau:

e International Aqua Show, Kochi, Kerala
during February 02-07, 2006.

e Sustainability of Seafood Production
organized by Society for Indian Ocean
Studies (SIOS) at National Institute of
Ocenography, Goa during February 23-24,
2006.

Visitors

e Dr. CR. Hazra, Vice Chancellor, Indira
Gandhi Agricultural University, Raipur.

e Dr.R.P.S. Ahlawat, Vice Chancellor, Navasari

Agriculture University, Navasari, Gujrat.

e A group of 13 students of B. Tech (Biotech.) Ist
year from ACS Informatics, Lucknow visited
NBFGR on June 2, 2006.

e Thirteen students of M. Sc. (Zoology, Ecology
and Environment) from Cotton College,
Guwahati along with one faculty member.

Other Activities

e The World Environment Day was celebrated
at the Institute on June 5, 2006. On this
occasion, Dr. W.S. Lakra, Director and other
scientists and senior officers planted trees at
the institute campus.

e Aflaghoisting ceremony was observed on the
Republic Day. Dr. W.S. Lakra, Director
hoisted the National Flag in the presence of
other staff members of the Bureau. On this
occasion, a cultural programme was also
organized.
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