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Figure 2: Effect of paclobutrazol on panicle size

which needs due attention.
The nuts that develop after
pollination start drying followed
by dropping, leading to very low
percentage of matured nuts.
The improvement of sex ratio,
fruit set, fruit retention and yield
by use of paclobutrazol have
indicated beneficial effects in
cashew. Increased fruit set and
fruit retention due to application
of paclobutrazol could be
attributed to the increased
number of bisexual flowers and
reduced pre mature fruit drop in
cashew. In addition, enhanced
flowering synchronization and
improved pollination have also
contributed in increased fruit set
in cashew.
Influence on nut yield
Among the various
factors influencing cashew yield,
the narrow sex ratio is of primary
importance. Improvement in
sex ratio with application of
paclobutrazol was mainly due
to increased number of bisexual
flowers. PBZ has been reported
to exert influence on partioning
the photosynthates to the sites
of flowering and fruit production
consequent to the reduction of
vegetative growth. Higher fruit
set and fruit retention in the
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paclobutrazol treated plants
had a favourable impact on
culminating higher final fruit
number and yield per plant
(Meena et al, 2014).
Conclusion

Paclobutrazol holds
significant potential for regularity
and synchronization in flowering,
yield enhancement and tree
vigour. However, it is advisable
to use the optimal dose at the
right time to avoid indiscriminate
soil application. The chance of
environmental contamination
may also be minimized if soil
properties, varietal response and
climatic conditions are taken into
consideration before extensive
commercial adoption of PBZ.
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