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INTRODUCTION

Taxonomic mame Jasminum is @ genus of shrubs and vines belonging to the family
Oleaceae. The genus Josminum containsmore than 200 specics native to tropical and warm
temperate regions of the Eurasia, Australasia and Oceania.Jasmines are widely cultivated for
the characteristic fragrance of their flowers. It belongs to the Kingdom: Plantae, Order:
Lamiales, Family: Oleacese, Tribe: Jasminese and Genus:/asminumLl. There are trailing,
climbing, and erect growing species and cultivars in the genus Jasminum. Some selected
species includefasminum humile Lo - ltalian jasmm: Italian yellow ja:mm: Jasminim
adenophyvilum Wall. - blu:grap: _]asmm: pm'.:-h::] _]asnun: princess jasmine; Jasmimim
mesmyi Hance - Japancse jasmine, prinwose jasmine, yellow jasmine; Jasmintim
angustifolium (L) Willd. 2fasminum auricufarum Vahl - Indian jasmine, needle-flower
jasmine and Jasminum sambac (L.) Aiton — Arablan jasmine, Sambac jasmine. Jasmines
constitute a group of fragrant flowers which are commercially grown in many parts of the
country as dry land crop and leading states in jasmine production are Tamil Madu and
Kamataka. Jasmine contributes substantially to the nabional economy and it 15 estimated that
annually more than 20 crores worth of jasmine flowers are produced and sold in India and are
also exported to neighbouring countries.

IMPORTANT SPECIES OF JASMINUM

Four important species of Jasminum widely cultivated in India are Jasminum sambac,
Jasmimum grandiflorum, Jasminum auriculanm and Jasminum multifforum. They prefer mild
tropical climate.

DISTRIBUTION OF SOME IMPORTANT JASMINE SPECIES

J. auriculatum India

J. grandiflorum Subtropical Himalayan Region

S favreri Myanmar

J. humile Tropical Asia

J. flexile India

J. multiflorum India, China, Myanmar, Malaysia, US.A
J. officinale Iran, India, China

USES OF JASMINE

Jasmine flowers are preferred for makmg special type of flower strings called veni, garlands,
floral decorations, religious offering, extraction of essential o1l which s used in preparing
high grade perfumes, perfumed hair oils and attars, soap and cosmetic mdustry, colognes and
flavouring the beverages etc. Jasmine is enjoyed in the garden, as a house plant. The flowers
are wom by women in their hair m south India. The flowers of Arabian jasmine (J. Sambac)




