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Deals with studies on rainfall characteristics at Qotacamund in the Nilgiris. Eight
years data available at the Soil Conservation Research Farm indicated that out of the
annual amount of rainfall, 93% is distributed among the two main monsoons and
occasional showers during April and May, sustaining the two rainfed crops. Pre-
monsoon rains are important for the main potato crop during its initial stages. July
rainfall is hazardous to the soil by causing runoff and erosion and to the crop by over-
saturation of soil moisture. Distribution of daily rainfall and number of rainy days
over months and under various class intervals indicated that the distribution of rain
in the year and the effectiveness of moisture are favourable.



