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In this paper the authors analyse and discuss the findings of a survey carried out on
traditional agroforestry systems practiced by the tribal farmers in shifting cultivation
in Eastern Ghats to identify the advantages and limitations. characterising
understanding the systems so as to identify the constraints and arrive at strategies
further research efforts. Resources including weather, land, people and socio-econ
status were studied and presented. High rainfall rich vegetation and their first
knowledge by farmers could form basis for further development. Shifting cultivation,
horticulture, agri-silviculture systems, vegetative barriers and home gardens are the

agroforestry practices in the region. Shifting cultivation is in degraded state due to
management, reduction of the cycle and its extending to more fragile lands. Home

with an average of 5 to 6 trees/family is an important system. Some of the multipu
tree species preferred by the farmers in the region are Artocarpus integrifolia, Tamari
indica, Mangifera indica, Pongamia pinnata, Dendrocalamus strictus, Bombax cei
Terminalia spp., Psidium guajava, Carvota urens. Studies of different agroforestry sy
have indicated distinct possibilities of their improvement and intensification.



