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The paper deals with a study on annual felling cycle with 4 numbers of vigour (old) ¢
per clump viz. zero (NO), 2(N2), 4(N4) and 6(N6) undertaken at Agra during 1984-89
develop suitable management practices for bamboos (Dendrocalamus strictus). About
per cent of the study period suffered from climatic assaults as 1986, 1987 and 1989
drought years. The treatments of vigour culms did not affect the number of new recrus
but it was rhythmic with the quanta of rainfall i.e. the number of new recruits increased
decreased with rise and fall of annual rainfall. The vigour of the clump was distinct
impressive in the growth-in-height of culms. The clumps under the treatments of NO ané
N2 had only 42 per cent culms beyond 5 m length as compared to 62 and 55 per cent
those under N4 and N6. The growth of 3.9, 15 and 21 per cent culms beyond 7 m length
under the treatments of N0, N2, N4 and N6, respectively vindicate the merits of hi
number of vigour culms. Further the descending order of mortality of clumps i.e. 19.8
13.2, 9.9 and 3.3 per cent under the treatments of NO, N2, N4, N6, respectively quite
decisively brought out that the bigger number of vigour culms is essential to withstand
prolonged droughts, a common climatic phenomenon in the ravinous tracts of tropi
India. Despite such hostilities the gross economic return of about Rs. 1600/ha/yr &
fascinating enough to lure the land managers for raising bamboo in ravines.



