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Appropriate cropping pattern: The attitudes
of the farmers are still towards cultivation of
cash crops. They are neither adopting crop
rotation nor the salt tolerant varieties, despite
being recommended by the Haryana
Agricultural University for the area or the
recommendations of the other State
Agricultural University for similar areas. The
Integrated Plant Nutrient Supply (IPNS)
system could be a major approach, which
focuses mainly, low to medium external input
requirement. Knowledge of the farmers in
this respect has to be updated for sustainable
agriculture.

Adoption of diversified agriculture: The
farmers are deficient in knowledge about the
diversified agriculture. The components of
diversified agriculture i.e., Horticulture,
apiary, mushroom cultivation etc., which
reduce the cost and generate employment
round the year, could be adopted by the
farmers. The extension agencies and
development departments can play a pivot
role by imparting training in concerned areas
for the improvement of knowledge and skill
of the farmers.

Judicious use of brackish water: The area
receives scanty rainfall and the groundwater
is generally brackish. Farmers lacked
knowledge about the water conserving
structure/techniques and the possibility of
conjunctively using brackish groundwater and
surface water for irrigation. The water wasteful
flooding is the main irrigation method adopted
by the villagers, The farmers need to be
educated in judicious use of brackish water
for irrigation.

CONCLUSION

Soil degradation was identified as the top
most problem. A suitable strategy could be
formulated to maintain the soil fertility. It can
be done by improvement in the soil properties,

[Vol. 4, Nos. 1&2

judicious use of available saline water,
adoption of diversified agriculture and
appropriate cropping pattern, which needs a
massive awareness creation programmes
among the farmers. Involvement of state
departments, research stations, NGOs,
extension agencies and other concerned
departments in the awareness creation
programme is necessary. To overcome the
problem, scientists/researchers may analyse
the situation with the active participation of
the stakeholders to develop solutions that are
acceptable to the farmers.
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Worth to know about Silent
Valley — Our Unique Bio-sphere

Silent Valley National Park, the core of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve is one of Em most
magnificent gift of nature to mankind and a unique preserve of ever green tropical rain mo".mﬁ
in all its pristine glory with an almost unbroken ecological history. The extent of degradation
is minimal in comparison with other National Parks or Sanctuaries.

Sairandhri Vanam-meaning the forest in the valley as referred to the Mahabharata and the
River Kunthi, Gives a mythological dimension to this National Park. This Park has the total
area of 89.52 sq.kms in North Eastern Comer of Pallakkad District of Kerala situated between
North Latitudes of 11°4° and 11° 13' and East Longitudes of 76" 24’ and 76° 29" and its
elevation ranges from 900- 2300 metres; This Valley has annual rainfall of 2300 —4400 mm
and at the same time another nearby place of Agali (headquarters of Qttappady Block) within
a distance of about 40 km in the same district to the North of Silent Valley receives only about
1000 mm annually. The minimum and maximum temperature viaries' from 8° -29°%C.

It is rises abrupily to the Nilgiri Plateau in the North and overlooks the plains of Mannarkkad
(Kerala) in the South. The River Kunthi decends from the Nilgiri hills above an altitude of 2000
metres and traverses the entire length of the Valley and finally rushing down to the plains
through a deep gorge. The Britishers named this as the Silent Valley because there were no
Cicadas then.

Unlike the most other Sanctuaries, viewing wild animals in this Park is quite difficult
because of the thick vegetation. This contains about 1,000 species of plants; the flowering plants
include 966 species belonging to 134 families and 599 genera. Many of these species are rare
and endangered. The Silent Valley is a varitable treasure house — a gene pool of tropical flora
and fauna. The Valley has fair representation of Tiger, Leopard, Wild Dog, Elephant, Guar,
Sambar, Barking Deer, Nilgiri Tahr, Wild Boar, Lion Tailed Macaque, King Cobra, Viper and
variety of birds and insects.

The Silent Valley was declared as National Park on November 15, 1984 and became part
of the Nilgiri Biosphere on September 18, 1986.

For further details, the Kerala Forest Department (Wildlife Warden, Silent Valley Division,
Mannarkkad, Palakkad District, Phone: 04924 222056) may be contacted.

The ecological aspects of Silent Valley may be of interesting to the Soil Conservationists for
Conservation — Forestry, in similar situations.

Cheif Editor
(After his visit to this Valley on 22.1.2005)



