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In the rehabilitation of degraded forest lands, the human factor was never considered
as a very strong variable. With the result, all our persuations, preachings and the
legislative measures have failed to motivate the people to protect the forest. Until and
unless the economic interest of the community is strongly tied up with the protection
of the hilly areas, there is very little scope of controlling hill denudation. The
experiences gathered in an Operational Research Project, Sukhomaijri near Kalka in
Haryana State show that the economically viable programme of storing excess monsoon
rainwater after catchment treatment in storage reservoirs by constructing earthen
dams and utilization of the stored water for supplemental irrigation in rainfed
agricultural land not only trippled the agricultural production, doubled the milk yield
but also demonstrated the chances of raising fish, fruits, vegetables and fodder in the
village. The community then took the burden of protecting the hilly watershed because
of direct visible productive benefits from protection of the hilly area. Such a concept
of society fencing the forest land has been emphasised for large scale adoption in

other similar areas after identifying the potential through the use of modern techniques
of aerial nhoto-internretation



