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The environmental rehabilitation through integrated watershed management approach
as examplified in Sukhomajri concept of farm and forest development together, has
not been tried so far in the sandy Shiwalik belt of Hoshiarpur district of Punjab State.
Therefore, a typical watershed of 627 ha was selected in village Relmajra of this
district for testing the technological package for environmental rehabilitation of
degraded Shiwaliks. This plan, envisaging an expenditure of Rs. 34.48 lakhs highlights
the problems of the region, proposes technological package and data generation for i)
rehabilitation of denuded hills, ii) watershed hydrology, iii) water resource
development, iv) wasteland development, v) crop improvement programmes, vi) choe
training works and other development programmes for ensuring ecological security
with people’s participation. Large number of World Bank aided projects are coming
up for the economic development of this ecologically fragile region. Proper
implementation of these ambitious programmes require data support which
unfortunately is inadequate. The project, therefore, aims at strengthening the data
base for future planning. Data on detailed survey of soil, natural vegetation, present
socio-economic status, engineering aspects and design of an earthfill dam for
harvesting, storing and utilizing rain water for supplemental irrigation are reported.



