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Potato Conclave

KVK Cuttack organized webcasting of 3™ Global
Potato Conclave at KVK campus, Santhapur on
28 January 2020 with 45 participants. Hon'ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressed the Conclave
through video conferencing. He highlighted the
achievements and opportunities in the area of potato
research, trade & industry, and value chain
management. He urges the scientists, policymakers to
setaroadmap for the decade.

National Science Day 2020

KVK Cuttack celebrated National Science Day 2020
on 28 February 2020 to spread scientific temper among
school children at KVK Campus. Eighty-seven children
and five teachers from nearby schools of Mania, Kadei,
Ucchapada, Bainchua and Kshetrapal along with nine
KVK' staff participated in this event. Science quiz
competition was organized among the participants, they
were also visited the crop cafeteria and implements to
learn about new technologies.
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Fig. 1. (a) Azolla feed pellets (b) NRRI Azolla medium
for microbial growth

RESEARCH NOTE

Utilization of Azolla as livestock feed and
microbial growth medium

Azolla is a fresh water fern and decomposed very fast
in absence of water, hence an attempt was made to
prepare a value added products such as Azolla pellet for
livestock feed and microbial growth medium from
Azolla extracts to preserve its value. Azolla pellet (15 g
each) was prepared containing considerable amount of
protein, antioxidants, major and mirror nutrients (Fig.
la). Azolla-based microbial growth medium was
developed (Fig. 1b) and compared with existing
commercial media. Our
result indicated that Azolla
medium was 32.7% and
62.7% cheaper compared to
nutrient agar and Jensen
agar media, respectively
(Table 1). Growth of
bacteria, fungi and their
functional traits were at par
on Azolla medium
compared to commercial
media.
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Table 1. Economic cost of Azolla-based medium compared to commercial growth media

: : . ]
e Media Conline | 8 aparedto | commpare o Auoila
Azolla-based medium based media

1. | NRRI Azolla-based Medium 112.3 0 0%

2. | Jensen agar medium 298.41 186 62.3%

3. | Jenson broth medium 246.34 133.7 54.3%

4. | Potato dextrose medium 276.6 164.3 59.4%

5. | Potato dextrose rose Bengal agar medium 171.29 58.9 34.5%

6. | Luria Bertani agar medium 331.4 218.9 66.1%

7. | Nutrient agar medium 166.9 54.6 32.7%

(*Approximate value is calculated based on composition of the respective media only)

U Kumar, P Panneerselvan, H Priya and AK Nayak
ICAR-NRRI, Cuttack

Seminar / Symposia / Workshop / Winter School / Exhibition /
Training Programmes attended / Meetings

13:)’ Particulars Date Participants
1. |National Workshop cum Krishi Samridhhi Mela as |10 January 2020 H Pathak
Special Guest at Ramakrishna Mission Ashram,
Murshidabad, West Bengal
2. | Annual Review Meeting with the Consultative 14-15 January 2020 H Pathak
Group on International Agricultural Research
(CGIAR) centers at NASC Complex, New Delhi
3. |7" International Conference on Phytopathology in | 16-20 January, 2020 D Maiti
Achieving UN Sustainable Development Goals at
ICAR-IARI, New Delhi.
4. | ARYA Review meeting at ATARI Kolkata 24 January 2020 DR Sarangi and TR Sahoo
5. | Pulse Seed Hub Review meeting at Bhopal, 9February 2020 DR Sarangi
Madhya Pradesh
6. | An International Conference on 'Pulses as the 10-12 February 2020 DR Sarangi
climate smart crops: challenges & opportunities' at
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh
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