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                        Storing true seed (fluff) of sugarcane germplasm at low temperatures for preserving its germinability was highlighted as an alternative or complementary method for their maintenance and further utilisation in a Sugarcane Breeding Programme. The viability of defuzzed true seed collected from 50Saccharum spontaneum clones stored at -20°C temperature for five years was investigated .The germination potential of the seed was evaluated annually using germination tests. It was found that the seed of the germplasm could be stored safely without much reduction in germinability. The practical advantage of maintaining sugarcane germplasm as defuzzed true seed under cold storage conditions has been highlighted.
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