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e high specificity of microbial herhi-
Gides as a disadvantage, O the other
hand, they see the potentia advantage
-a microbial herbicide |y It controis
an important wead targel that in not
controlled by chemical products, par-
ticularly ff compatibility and liming
permit mixing with a broad-spectrum
chemical herbicide, I recent years,
the industry has slarted showing in-
terest in niche markets where sale- -
able product values may be higher or
environmental constraints on chemi-
cals greater. Such markets may sus-
fain products specifically designed [
control single weed species or at least,
a narrow spegtra of weeds,

The weeds mentioned in table 1,
can cause slgnificant economic’crop
losses In the regions, where they are
a problem, but the areas affected are
too small to be commerclally viabls in

2 Af?t?()fdmg to industrial iaran;‘gqi,
biopesticides will form bout 20 pey
oent of the crop protection Market by
the year 2025 and microbiai herbigias
w;‘n contribute only to piche markels.
th appropriate research effort, they
Will gain & significant foothold in the
paradigm of plant protection The piv-
ofal points of stccess are proper se-
Iaction of the wead, refiapla perform-
ance of the herbicide and its stability
at the field level. Knowledge of formu-
fation chemistry, strain selection and
development, pathogen genetics, eqol-
ogy and epidemiology has advanlsgd-
greatly in the last decade and gives
‘the ‘confidence that technological an-
- swers to most, if not al the constrainis
on microbial herbiclde efficacy and re-
 llabity, can be found. ra
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