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Abstract

The participation of women in the panchayati Raj is considered essential not only
for ensuring political participation in the democratic process but also for rising
development goals for women. The Indian parliament had passed 73 ' constitutional
amendment in 1993 to provide for reservation of 33 per cent of elected seats for
women at different levels of local governance. At present more than 10 lakh women
have been holding the offices of the members and chairpersons at different tiers of
the panchayats. Rajasthan is the pioneer state in the country where panchayati raj
system was introduced on October 2, 1959. At present there are 3058 women
Sarpanch and 27000 women Panch in the Panchayati Raj Institutes of Rajasthan.
So there is a great need to have deep understanding about Constraints being faced
by Women Panchayat Members in Panchayati Raj Institutes. Therefore the present
study entitled “Constraints Encountered by Women Panchayat Members of
Panchayati Raj System in Sikar District of Rajasthan” was conducted in Sikar
district of Rajasthan. The results of the study showed that the Main constraints
encountered by women in panchayat were illiteracy, male dominated politics, lack
of knowledge about panchayat functions,not economically independent, and lack of
communication among gram panchayat members. It was also found that majority
of the women pnchayat members perceived personal and social constraints as most
important constraints.

INTRODUCTION

HE participation of women in the panchayati Raj is considered
essential not only for ensuring political participation in the democratic
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process but also for rising development goals for women. The Indian
parliament had passed 73 ™ constitutional amendment in 1993 to provide
for reservation of 33 per cent of elected seats for women at different levels
of local governance. At present more than 10 lakh women have been
holding the offices of the members and chairpersons at different tiers of
the panchayats

Rajasthan is the pioneer state in the country where panchayati raj system
was introduced on Qctober 2, 1959. At present there are 3058 women
Sarpanch and.27000 women Panch in the Panchayati Raj Institutes of
Rajasthan. So there is a great need to have deep understanding about
Constraints being faced by Women Panchayat Members in Panchayati
Raj Institutes. Keeping these facts in view the study entitled “Constraints
Encountered by Women Pancha yat Members of Panchayati Raj System
in Sikar District of Rajasthan” was undertaken with following specific
objective. s y

1 To study the constraints being faced by women panchayat members
of panchayati raj system in the study area.
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The present study was conducted in purposively selected Sikar district of
Rajasthan. Sikar district comprised of eight blocks, out of which
Neemkathana and Fatehpur blocks were selected purposively for the study
because of maximum numbers of women panchayat members.There are
twenty six villages in the Neemkathana block and thirteen in Fatehpur
block where women sarpanches are elected. Near about fifty per cenl
villages were selected randomly from each identified block. Thus total
twenty villages, (13 from Neemkathana and 7 from Fatehpur ) were
identified for the study. For selection of respondents, twenty women
Sarpanches one from each selected village and eighty women Panches,
four from each selected village i.e. 52 women Panches from Neemkathana
and 28 from Fatehpur. Thus, total 100 respondents constituted the sample
of the study. Thereafter relevant information was collected from' the
respondents with the help of interview schedule developed for this study
through face to face contact method. Thereafter data were analysed,
tabulated and results were interpreted in the light of specific objectives.

Results and Discussion

Constraints for the present study have been operationalized as the
problems faced in performing panchayat duties by women panchayat
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members. To identify the constraints as faced by women _umbn.F
members were categorized into personal, social, technical, economic

administrative constraints.

Personal Constraints

Table 1 shows that among the various wmnmowm_ and family .noMm:m
encountered by women, illiteracy as a rw:&nm@ was ﬁmﬂnmﬂm .ﬁm_.w
most important constraint by the women in panchayat, as evi m,:_ _
high mean score (4.52). Second most important constraint <§wRP mn_
awareness, motivation, confidence and expression power (M.S. 4. v..

of support from family members ranked third important constrain

Table 1

Constraints encountered by women panchayat members 3

Mean score F

S.No. Constraints

Personal P
1 Illiteracy as a handicap !
2 Lack of awareness, motivation, confidence and il
expression power i
3 Pressure of household work N.mo
4 Lack of money power ¢
5 Lack of support from family member 3.87
Social
1 Male members not ready to accept women as the -
chairpersons of panchayat . . . .G
2 Family members do not appreciate attending meetings ]
3 Husband want to work on her behalf 3.55
Technical i
1 Lack of adequate training . g
2 Lack of knowledge about panchayat functions, duties e
and finance !
3 Lack of monitoring and evaluation of work 3.55
4 Lack of knowledge about records and their maintenance 2.80
Economic constraints .
1 Inadequate financial help given to panchayat members 2.85
2 Inadequate resources of panchayats 3.0
3 Economically dependent on husband or family members 3.75
Administrative
1 Lack of communication among Gram Panchayat members 4.0
2 No proper supervision of Gram Panchayat work . 3.85
3 Less construction of panchayat ghar and community centre www
4

Fixing of target is not proper
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the respondents (M.S. 3.87). The fourth rank was assigned to lack of money
power (M.S. 2.80). The last rank was assigned to pressure of household
work with mean score (2.59).

The findings are in conformity with the Subrahmanayan (2002) who
reported that low level of literacy and awareness, ignorance and imposed
inferiority complex resulting from the prevailing social purdah system,
and lack of exposure and experience of the elected women members and
chairpersons of the village panchayats are importat constraints in decision
making about panchayat functions.

Social Constraints

Among the social constraints faced by women, male members were not
ready to accept women as the chairpersons of panchayat was observed
as the very important constraint as it gained first rank with mean score
(4.0). Husband want to work on her behalf was ranked second by women
(3.55). The third rank was assigned to family member do not appreciate
to attending the meeting (M.S. 3.15). The similar results were reported by
Chandrashekhar ef al. (1991).

Technical Constraints

Among the technical constraints encountered by the respondents, lack of
knowledge about panchayat functions, duties and finances was observed
as very important constraint as it gained first rank (M.S. 3.85). Lack of
monitoring and evaluation of work was ranked second by members (M.S.
3.55). The third was assigned to the lack of adequate training (M.S. 3.0).
The last rank was assigned to lack of knowledge about records and their

maintenance (M.S. 2.80). The findings are supported with Gupta and
Zadoo (1996). ;

Economic Constraints

Economically depended on husband or on family members was appeared
as first constraint (M.S. 3.75) followed by the inadequate resource of
panchayts. Inadequate financial help given to panchayat members was
appeared as lowest important constraint (M.S. 2.85). The results are in
line of Sharma (1995) who highlighted lack of the money as most
important constraint .

Administrative Constraints

First rank was given to the lack of communication among Gram panchayat
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member (M.S. 4.0). Followed by the proper supers _m:u:.ﬂ‘%ﬁmﬁﬂ%mﬂm@
;;..._._A. (M.S. 3.85) and fixing of targel is not proper ( o QooBQ:
rank was assigned to less construction of panchayat ghar an
certre (M.S. 2.25).

Overall Constraints Faced by Women Panchayat Members

i 2t 2 ; WO
rview aboul overall constraints being faced by
: . cach categor
mbers, the weightage mean score of g.n__._ categ
as assigned accordingly.

To get an ove
panchayat me
constraints was calculated and rank w

. { g { —.U-Jv...... A—rﬁ.
The table 2 visualizes that personal constraints EM:. t_r:.rmr_:_“MJn:
. : € a : 2 Ders wiin eal
Impor -onstraints by women ﬁ;:rrm%nﬁ mem .
important constraints © ] a4 %o ik
3 aw and ranked first by them. The social nc_._mw.?:_.:m Ec_..m.,&%_m”#m g
I ..:,_r (3.56M.5.) by them whereas administrative consti 5%_7 %a:nw_
L= B b e L : S
on third rank (3.45M.5.) by elected panchayat :._Esm_r__,p,w M._m,.w o
i int ast ré 3
COrC schnical constraints (3.30M.S.) anc
was accorded to technical ¢ {5 ) g
was assigned to economic constraints *mnrﬂ by Eom_ﬂ_rﬂ:w .5 :
members .The highest rank to the social constraints :Ew. be rn e
that women are generally illiterate and still _nc:.._s:nH -MME, itions p
v : . .
I'he similar findings were reported by Verma (2004).
Table 2 g
Overall constraints faced by women panchayat members
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Ra
i an Score
S.No. Constraints Me |
3.60
| Personal . _
2 Social 3.56
: OCia J
- i) ” nical 3.30 1
3 echni
F i 3.20 \
4 Economic :
ini i 3.31 |
B Administrative
Conclusion
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On the basis of the result obtained from ﬁrm.v»c&\ wmwwmﬂ ,MMHMM .
i straints enc tered by women in panc
that main conslraints encoun ‘
as a handicap (M.S. 4.52), male members are not wmm,&% to mn_omnm;.ms
as e chairpersons of panchayat (M.5. 4.0), ?mr of WMHWM_% 9
panchayat functions, duties and finance :M_.ﬂm&w.mm Vw mnMom i
K amily members (M.S. 3.75) and 1ac!

upon husband and family mem . e el
mmdc:m gram panchayat members (M.S. 4.0). :. is also C.z,:,___,“i_
_,za__.w.,.;:%,,cm the women prichayat members perceived personal @

i i raints.
constraints as most Sﬂﬁoi‘ma const
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