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Prime Minister Shri Lal Bhahdur Shastri interacting
with a farmer
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FOREWORD

Commemoration of 75" year of India’s Independence ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ is
the moment of great pride, joy and honour. India is among the few fortunate democratic
countries in the world, which is celebrating the Platinum Jubilee of its Independence.
Agriculture is one amongst the few sectors that made progressive growth after independence
and marched well with the need of the country. Success in agriculture since Independence
has been the backbone of India’s success. The successful transformational narration of
independent India, therefore, is incomplete without the narration of the agricultural
transformation from ‘ship to mouth’ to ‘self-sufficiency and export’. The agricultural
imperative and achievements of India has been appreciated globally. The book ‘Indian
Agriculture after Independence’ narrates the journey of agriculture in the last 75 years of
post-independent India.

The progress of Indian agriculture has been quite impressive despite several limiting factors
such as uncertainties of weather, declining soil health, increasing atmospheric temperature
and emergence of virulent pest and pathogens. The transformation from an acutely food-
scarce to food-exporting country could be realized with the concerted efforts by ICAR
as frontal organization through development and dissemination of technology, building
human capital and establishing the rural farm centres to serve the farmers. In this book, we
presented this challenging but successful journey of Indian agriculture.

The book captures the uniqueness of Indian agriculture and depicts the various revolutions
in staple food, livestock and fisheries making India a food scarce country to food surplus
and food exporting nation. The book also presents the aspirations of Indian agriculture for
improving income, equity, sustainability, climate resilience and its human face using the
emerging technologies.

I compliment the editors and authors for bringing out this publication that shall be useful
for students, academicians, researches, policymakers and public agencies to take the task
of agricultural development. The book will serve a treatise of milestones, achievements,
impacts and lessons of Indian agriculture during the last 75 years to guide the future path.

P

Trilochan Mohapatra
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