


Why to go for .
backyard poultry :
4 farming?

/" ¥ Provides additional income to the rural
& households, with low or negligible input
costand higher economicreturns,

“ A unit can be started w
large flock.
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.-// ith as low as two chickens toa
/ ¥ Feed cost is negligible due to better

utilization of agricultural by-products
and leftover feed and grains.

Egg and birds can be sold in local
market with high price, because there i
agrowing demand forlocal chicken,

Preserves tradition while contributing to
a balanced diet and safeguarding the

biodiversity and the sustainable us
y ! natural resources,

Boost up in family income for better utilization of
family labor who are not able to p

agricultural works like old family memb.

¥ Raising backyard chickens can be a rewarding
/" experience and a great way to teach kids abou
I nature, agriculture, and responsibility of caring for
/ animals.

erform other
erorchildren,

¥ Alleviates protein malnutrition in vulnerable
groups viz. expectant women, feeding mothers
" i and children.

ﬂ ~ Waste material (insects, ants, fallen grains, green
. grass, kitchen waste, vegetable waste etc.) can be
 efficiently converted in to egg and chicken meat for
; I consumption,
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Gramapriya I
PIC SOURCE: ICAR-DPR, Hyd.
s environmental pollution per unit poultry produce,

otherwise a major problem with the intensive poultry farming,.
' grates well with other agricultural operations.

y Aids fn enhancing the soil fertility in backyards (15 chickens produce 1- 1.2 kg /
- ofmanure/ day). o y

¢ ¥ Eggsand meat from birds reared under free
< cholesterol concentration




Improved strains
of poultry for backyard

farming \
Desi or indigenous birds are generally poor

performersin eggand meat production. To obtain
maximum profit from backyard poultry, ICAR has
developed improved strains of backyard poultry Viz.,
Gramapriya, Vanaraja, Srinidhi, Krishibro

™

Characters of Improved chicken:-

* Resembles Native or Des;j
Chicken
* Adaptability in diverse
climatic conditions
' * Adaptability in rural backyard
: and free range condition
- Good brooding and moth

ering
 ability
Hardy and Disease resistance with
Better survivability (90%)
Good scavengers
- Attractive plumage colour

ngcapacity from predators

t economic traits of Improved
s of Backyard Poultry

Economic trait Gramapriya [ Vanraja Srinidhi
Egg Dual Dual
400-500 650-750 | 44-450
2300-2500 [2200-2300 2200-2300
57-58 52-58 52-55
160-165 175-180 | 165-170
200-230 100-110 140-150

‘ .J
IR 98 s | Krishibro i
PIC SOURCE: ICAR-DPR, Hyd. =

¢ Traits of KrishiBro (Colored Broiler Variety)

Parameter At 42 Days ongT’
Body Weight, g 1500




Nursery
Management (0-6 Weeks)
Rural chicks need brooding care

1 6 weeks of age.
house well before the

during the initia
Prepare the brooder
arrival of the chicks.
Spread uniformly clean litter material like saw dust,
paddy husk, coconut husk of 1-2

Inches on the floor of the
Feeders and Drinkers a
floor brooding (Cart whe

.
rrangementin

el Pattern)

/ house.

4 . Spread newspaper on the
litter material to avoid
chicks feeding on litter

material.
Arrange feeders and waters

ina cart wheel pattern.
Secure the brooding area with

abrooder guard.

L)

Free Range Management
After 6 weeks, they can be let free for

scavenginginthe backyard.
ize of the flock is 10-12

d depending upon the area
tely and marketed for meat purpose :
g during da

The preferred s
pirds/ househol
and natural food available.

The excess males can bereared separa
The birds need to be initially trained foraging/ scavengin

the nestin the evening for nightshelter.
d have good ventilation and protection from

[

The night shelter shoul
clean water should be made available.




Feeding

* During the initial 6 weeks of
age under nursery rearing/
brooding, chicks are reared on standard

chick starter ration
*  For the Grower birds in the second phase, besides
the feed material available in the free range, natural
food/greens like waste grains germinated seeds, mulberry
leaves, azolla, drumstick leaves and subabul leaves (high protein

~ sources).
The need for extra feed depends on the free range available, intensity

ofvegetation, availability of waste grains, insects, grass seeds.
ng foraging the birds can meet the protein requirement but the energy

y be deficient. So to overcome that cereal supplementation (Rice, ragi,

jowar etc) should be given.
restriction should be followed during the 6 months of age (age of sexual

inlayers) to restrict the weight of the birds not more than 1.8 Kg.
ental calcium sources like lime stone powder, stone grit, shell grit at 4 to 5

day especially duringlaying phase.

owar/Ragi/Broken Rice Rice Bran/Wheat Bran/De-oiled Rice Bran

Simple Feed formulation
using locally available
feed ingredients

Vitamin and Mineral Mixtu
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Health Care:
* Bio-security measures
has to be followed to prevent and >

control infectious diseases in Backyard \\
Vs poultry. N
Measures to be taken for restriction of &

movement of people, vehicles, equipments, birds etc.,

7/ entering the farm.

» Newcastle (Ranikhet) disease is the most important diseases

thataffectbirds under free range farming.

The birds reared under free range system are prone for both ecto
and endo parasitic infestation. The deworming at 2-3 months interval
isrequired.

* Vaccination of native birds along withimproved varieties is recommended.
¢ Therecommended vaccination schedule is as mentioned below

X

Recommended Vaccination
schedule for Backyard birds

14" day Infectious Bursal Disease
Georgia strain
Dose; One drop Oral drop
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