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Welcome Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra

The Director and staff of ICAR-VPKAS, Almora congratulate
and welcome Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra on assuming the new
responsibility of Secretary (DARE) and Director General
(ICAR). We strongly believe that under his dynamic leadership
and guidance, the ICAR will reach new heights of success and
the institute will grow further to become a reputed research
institution.

Thanks to Dr. S. Ayyappan

The family of ICAR-VPKAS, Almora express its sincere
gratitude and thanks to Dr. S. Ayyappan, Former
Secretary (DARE) and Director General (ICAR) for his
visionary leadership and unparallel contributions to the
agriculture system of India including livestock, poultry
and fisheries. His whole hearted support to ICAR-
VPKAS is gratefully acknowledged.

Director's Desk

In its quest for improving productivity and natural
resource utilization efficiency in a judicious manner,
ICAR-VPKAS carries out research and extension
activities in diverse fields of agricultute.

During the period, five genotypes namely, Central Maize
VL 55, Central Maize VL Babycorn 2, Central Rice VL
Dhan 158, Central finger millet VL Mandua 376 were
identified and under the process of notification. Besides,
finger millet genotype VL 367 was also identified in SVT
(Kharif) meeting. During the period, more than 25 trainings and 2
kisan melas were held at at institute and more than 50 trainings
and two kisan melas were conducted at institute's KVKs
(Uttarkashi and Bageshwar) for farmers, tribal farmers, state
officials of Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh. The institute
celebrated Swachhta Pakhwara during May 16-31 2016. Shri
Chhabilendra Roul, Addl. Secretary (DARE) and Secretary
(ICAR) visited the institute during the period. This publication is a
brief of achievements of institute in the field of research,
extension and development during January to June 2016.

The comments of the readers will be appreciated. C a
: (Arunava Pattanayak)

Central Maize VL 55 (FH 3605)

Central Maize VL 55 is an early duration (90-95 days in hills, 85-90 days in
plains), high yielding single cross maize hybrid. It registered an average
yield of 7,071 kg/ha and 8,024 kg/ha in all India Coordinated trials in Zone
1 (Northern Hill Zone) and Zone 4 (Peninsular Zone), exhibiting yield
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News Letter

superiority of 15.2% and 23.9%, respectively, over the best check PMH 5.
It is moderately resistant to maydis leaf blight, common rust and post-
flowering stalk rot. The hybrid has been identified for Jammu & Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, North East Hills, Andhra Pradesh.
Telangana State, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Tami Nadu.

Vinay Mahajan, HS Gupta, PK Agrawal, SK Jha, RK Khulbe,
Chandrashekara C, D Mahanta, GS Bisht, MC Pant, NC Belwal and GS
Bankoti

R 99

Central Maize VL Babycorn 2 (VMH 27)

Central Maize VL Babycorn 2 is an early duration high yielding single
cross babycorn hybrid. It registered an average babycorn yield of 1,725,
2,492, 1,064, 2,163 and 2,216 kg/ha in all India Coordinated trials in Zone
1 (Northern Hill Zone), Zone 2 (North Western Plain Zone), Zone 3 (North
Eastern Plain Zone), Zone 4 (Peninsular Zone) and Zone 5 (Central
Western Zone), exhibiting yield superiority of 14.0, 46.7, 8.7, 19.9 and
34.0% over the check HM 4, respectively. It attains harvestable maturity
(babycorn) in 52-54 days in hills and in 48-52 days in plains. It is
moderately resistant to turcicum leaf blight, maydis leaf blight, common
rust and post-flowering stalk rot. The hybrid has identified for Jammu &
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Haryana, Delhi NCR,
western Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana State, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and
Chbhattisgarh.

Vinay Mahajan, R Babu, HS Gupta, PK Agrawal, SK Jha, RK Khulbe,
SK Pant, Chandrashekara C, D Mahanta, KS Koranga, GS Bisht, MC
Pant, NC Belwal and GS Bankoti

Central Rice VL. Dhan 158 (VL 8657, IET 22982)

This variety has been developed from a cross between RCPL 1-45/VL
3861. VL Dhan 158 is an early duration (110-120 days) and high yielding
genotype with mean grain yield of 2,728 kg/ha in lower and 1,757 kg/ha in
medium Northern hills regions. It has light yellow, short bold, awnless
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grain and plant height of 110-125cm. It has recorded yield superiority of
39.94, 10.76 and 23.67% over Vivek Dhan 154 (national check),
Sukradhan 1 (regional check) and local check, respectively in the low
elevated hills whereas, in medium hills yield superiority of 34.66, 19.01
and 30.04% was observed over national, regional and local check
respectively. It is resistant to brown spot and blast, the most serious
disease of upland rice in Northern hill.

JP Aditya, PK Agrawal, BM Pandey, KK Mishra, J Stanley, Devendra
Lal, PC Verma, Jagdish Kumar Arya, DS Panchpal , Kesar Singh
Rawat, Anand Singh.

S Hgar igd wgar 376: I8 Al
IRuggdr (103—109 &), meder IRER g
g ITehdl, 2,994 fHUT /8. TFT SUW
< drell aTell UoNfa B | 9T e S
4172 9 91T XA 149 B HHROT R fbar
T 2| IRad ARG FAfad aeon #
quet 376 | SFKN U Jo A ToMid
4Iuet 352 | 15.73 Uferd g & @1 | 59
yfafte & aiferdt e wrfeq, Svifert SwR
3T} BT TR S| g8 d &1 8o darg T
DE

3T T, Telor Y&, V. B. God, .
v grve, FseleEy ¥}, IIorel e va,
oft. vy Qe & va ggyre 9 ¥@eT
g &arer

Ager 367: FgdT &) TT TOTY STRIWUS (oY B¢ UsT T 2 | 790 WA
Sfde wdeo d g9 goifa S sia Sust 2,000 fhuT /2. ot ST 5 Iw
T YT et Hgar 324 ¥ 8.90 wfererd 31fda off | fpari & wal 4 fd
T gRieroT F Y 39 gonfay 7 18.4 Hforerd 3rfere Suw < | 39 ufafte 31 aiferit
T T Sferal SUR A R B IR LI g8 & AT IS b1 T =g UleRIEd
ST X B |

HapT gorfa fads Haa waaT 37 &1 ul.fe. vd $.3frd.yr 7 vsfiaror
(usfieoT |. 2015 BT 92)

f99% et HawmT 37 Teh SR Hegel HawT YOI © | S oI &1 a9 2000 ¥
UIIEE S (TERTS:, SRIvesl, Ficd Ud drerg) g e faar
AT T | S USG9 GRudadr af 8590 &7 & T $H! JHd IuS
40-45 % /8. & | 39 <l &1 1 et & Werr g Ried vd wfew uof geran
o ford Afewy 2 |

gddla e ia gdor

Vol. 20(1), January — June, 2016

: Central Finger millet VL. Mandua 376:
. This is an early duration (103-109 days),
| blast resistant high yielding genotype
| with mean grain yield of 2,994 kg/ha. It
has been developed from a cross between
GE 4172/ VL Ragi 149. It has shown
yield superiority of 15.73% over the
carly duration national check VL
Mandua 352. It has semi-compact ear
heads with light brown grains.

Arun Gupta, Salej Sood, RK Khulbe,
BM Pandey, Chandrashekara C,
Rajashekara H, GS Bisht, DS Panchpal
and Ramesh Singh Kanwal

VL 367: This finger millet genotype was identified for the State of -
Uttrakhand. This genotype gave 2,000 kg/ha, which showed superiority
0f'8.90 per cent over best check variety VL Mandua 324 in SVT trials and
18.4 per cent over farmer’s variety in field trials. It has compact ear heads
and is resistant to blast.

Registration of Maize Variety Vivek Sankul Makka 37 with
PPV&FRA (Registration No. 92 0f2015)

Vivek Sankul Makka 37 is an early maturing maize composite variety
released in 2009 for Peninsular zone (Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu). The variety matures in 85-90 days and yields an
average of-40-45 g/ha. The grain colour is yellow and it is tolerant to
turcicum and maydis leaf blight.
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Performance of VL Donor Screening Nursery (DSN) rice lines under
coordinated multilocation trial
Nineteen rice lines (both June sown rainfed and Irrigated conditions)
developed at ICAR-VPKAS, Almora were screened under DSN coordinated
trial for donor identification of rice blast disease. These lines were screened
at 23 different hot-spot locations in India under natural and artificial
epiphytotic conditions. The lines VL-8915, VL-8657 and VL-8553 from
June sown rainfed condition showed maximum level of field resistance at
many locations with susceptibility index (SI) of 3.6, 3.6 and 3.9, respectively,
and for irrigated conditions, VL-31916, VL-31802 and VL-31716 showed
maximum field resistance with susceptibility index of 3.8, 3.7 and 3.7,
respectively. The identified lines can be used as donor in blast resistance
breeding program in future.

Rajashekara, H, KK Mishra and JP Aditya

Analytical study of occupational health hazards of hill farm women
A study was conducted on 60 farm women in Raun-Dal village cluster of
Almora district and Dhanpau village of Dehradun to assess the
occupational health hazards of hill farm women in wheat production. On
the basis of scores obtained, harvesting of wheat (Hazard score: 63.78)
was found to be the most hazard prone activity followed by threshing
(63.72) and manure application (57.0). Subsequently winnowing was
ranked as fourth hazard prone activity followed by transporting, land
preparation and sowing, ranked as fifth, sixth and seventh, respectively.
Drying and storage were ranked as least hazard prone activities.
Intervention of ergonomically designed farm tools/equipments, use of
personal protective equipments (PPE) and promoting knowledge on
agricultural health and safety can be a viable option to reduce the
occurrence of hazards in the selected agricultural activities.

Kushagra Joshi, Renu Jethi, Nirmal Chandra and ML Roy

Other Activitie:

* The Institute contingent participated in the ICAR Inter-Zonal sports
meet held at ICAR-CAZRI, Jodhpur (Feb. 8-12), in which one bronze
medal was bagged in4 x 100 m. relay race by the team of Dr. Rajeshekra
H., Sh. Tilak Mondal, Sh. Anirban Mukherjee and Sh. Ramesh Singh
Kanwal. Apart from this participation in the ICAR North Zone Sports
Tournament 2016 at ICAR-NDRI, Karnal from April 16-19 resulted 5
medals (2 Silver and 3 Bronze) in different events.

e An On-Farm Demonstration on ‘F1 Hybrid Maize Seed Production’
was organized at village Sangaithel and KVK Thoubal (Khangabok) in
district Imphal West and Thoubal, respectively, of Manipur on Feb. 16
jointly with ICAR RC NEH, Imphal under AICRP-NSP (Crops). At
both sites, approx. 500 sqm area was planted with seed production
demonstration of Vivek Maize Hybrid 45. A Trainer’ Training was also
organized at KVK Thoubal for the scientific and technical personnel of
the Centre.

e A one-day ‘Technology and Machinery Demonstration Mela’ for
showcasing of salient a chievements/technologies developed under
AICRP on PHET was organized at Experimental Farm, Hawalbagh on
March 18. More than 250 farmers from different blocks of Uttarakhand
participated in this event.
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* A Kisan Mela and awareness programme on Pradhan Mantri Phasal

Beema Yojna was organized at Experimental Farm, Hawalbagh on
April 9,2016. Honorable Member of Parliament, Almora- Pithoragarh
parliament constituency, Shri Ajay Tamta graced the occasion as Chief
Guest. Dr. J C Bhatt, Ex-Director ICAR-VPKAS, Almora was the
special guest of the occasion. On the occasion, Institute publications
“Krishi Darpan”, “Krishi Calender” and four leaflets namely “Parvatiya
Kshetron Mein Mandua ki Vaigyanik Kheti®, “Uttarakhand ke
parvatiya Kshetron mein Chaiti Dhaan ki Vaigyanik Kheti”, “Parvatiya
Kshetron Mein Chaare ke liye Bhimal Ugayain”, “Krishi Praudhugiki
Hastantaran mein Sahayak Kisan Club” were released by the chief
guest. More than 30 exhibition-cum-sale stalls were put-up by various
departments like ICAR institutes, line departments, NGOs and farmers
groups.
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Swachhta Pakhawada was organized at ICAR-VPKAS, Almora from
May 16-31. Activities like, competitions on cleanliness among
different laboratories and departments/sections, were carried out.
Seventy two students of class XII from GIC, Hawalbagh were taken
to the Museum, laboratories, protected cultivation, waste composting
units etc. As a part of the ongoing 'National Sanitation Fortnight', a
mass cleanliness drive including removal of Parthenium was
conducted at ICAR-VPKAS Almora campus and Line Estate
premises at Hawalbag. A seminar on “Swachhta Abhiyan” was
organised on June 1. Chief Guest of the occasion, Dr J.C Bhatt praised
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the efforts of the institute staff in keeping the institute neat and clean.
He also informed the staff about the ill effects of microbes present in
uncleaned labs, fields and books. Guest of Honour, Dr Diwa Bhatt
urged that all should follow the principles of Gandhism on cleanliness
and should contribute in keeping their surroundings neat and clean.

o 3 pdldE WS, IR AT (G STHTT Td et e ARG WRePR) .
Tq ARG (TH3TIY) GRT 31 78 IR R & ATl Ud galeidlT URER
BT YA B ISDT Ud 3 BifHe! F fam—famet faan |

Shri Chhabilendra Roul, Additional Secretary (DARE) & Secretary
(ICAR) visited ICAR-VPKAS, Almora and Hawalbag Campus on
May 31 and interacted with scientists & other staff.

® Trainings/ Exposu

S 1 W S 30, 2016 & FeA R Uferer/ yr SRiwH ST B

During January 1 to June 30, 2016, following trainings/ exposure visits

T — were conducted:
JF N o fa ; ; » Two trainings on Seed production techniques for 60 farmers.
) bk &g <1 v l ) + Seven trainings on Improved production technologies for hill crops for
o qEdTI Bell @ oy ST SedTad adhHld fIWRT IR 180 HuDI B 7 UfRIervT 180 farmers.
EapE « Five trainings on Organic farming for 227 farmers.
o S Wl fITg W 227 HUBT 2 5 TRETT HRIHH | + Six exposure visits for 116 farmers, school teachers, students, official

staff.
« An Interstate Farmer’s Training Programme entitled “Krishi
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o GIFER &3 & YD 2g AP FBT dIoicara vy U= 12 A Td 30
31T BT P DBl HIhT HHY aicdTas 3 &) S drent Tffafirt aam e
gers yreror faar |

Utpadakta Badane hetu Himachal Pradesh ke Kisano ke liye Sat
Divasiya Prashikshan Karyakram"was organized during May16-22, in
which 20 participants including 19 farmers and one Agriculture Officer
from Kullu district of Himachal Pradesh participated.

& Trainings/ Exposure visit (Tribal

* Under ICAR Seed Project, a five days training programme on “Rabi
Fasalon ka Beejotpadan”’ was organized at ICAR-VPKAS from Feb.
1-5 for the tribal farmers of Jhankat village in Sitarganj block in district
Udham Singh Nagar. A total of 35 farmers including 22 women farmers
participated in the programme.

e On-Farm training on Sankar Makka Beejotpadan was organized for

farmers of Jaunsar area on Feb. 12 and Apr. 30 to impart training on the
activities required to be carried out in maize hybrid seed production.
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* Under Tribal Sub Plan, one day ‘Wheat Seed Day’ was organized in a
tribal village Jhankat (adopted tribal village of the institute) of
Sitarganj block in Udham Singh Nagar district on Feb. 24. More than
150 farmers including 77 women farmers participated in the event. On
the occasion, Rana Kisan Club was inaugurated.

* A three days training program entitled “Improved production
techniques for hill regions”, sponsored by Uttarakhand Watershed
Development Project-2 (GRAMYA-2), Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand was
organized for farmers at the institute from Feb. 22-24. Twenty five
farmers including 19 women farmers from various villages of
Munsyari, Didihaat, Gangolihat, Thal and Berinag blocks of
Pithoragarh district participated in the training.

Trainings (HRD

* A2l days Institute HRD Training programme on “Relevant Statistical
and Data Analysis Techniques in Advance Agricultural Research” was
organized from Feb. 1-21.\

* One day capacity building training cum workshop on "Good farm,
laboratory and office practices" was organized for skilled supporting
staffon Mar. 19.

* Two days capacity building training programm on "Sampling, data
recording and field experimentation" was organized for technical staff
(T1toT4) from Mar. 21-22.

* Dr. Manik Lal Roy received Best Poster Presentation Award in the
National conference on Hill Agriculture in Perspective (HAP-2016) at
GBPUAT, Pantnagar under the theme "Marketing and Trade" held
during Feb. 26-28. Dr. Renu Jethi, received runner up award in the
same conference.

* Best Oral Presentation Award & a certificate of appreciation was
received by Dr. ML Roy in IEEC-2016 at BHU, Varanasi during Jan.
27-30.

* Institute’s Tableau prepared by Drs. Nirmal Chandra, ML Roy and HL
Kharbikar won First Prize in Republic Day Celebration at Police
Ground, Almora.

* Institute Exhibition Stall managed by Dr. ML Roy, Mr. Shiv Singh and
Mr. Chaudhary Ganesh Vasudev was adjudged "Special Exhibition"
among Government Group in All India Farmers' Fair and Agro-
Industrial Exhibition held at GBPUA&T, Pantnagar from Mar. 10-13.

" Activities of Krishi Vigyan|Kendiaspns

Training programmes on different aspects of hill agriculture were
organized at KVK Uttarkashi and Bageshwar for the farmers of hills.
Apart from this, different improved technologies as front line
demonstrations were also done at farmers field by KVKs.

Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Chinyalisaur, Uttarkashi and KVK,
Kafligair, Bageshwar organized Rabi Sammelan cum Krishi Mela and
Farmers Conference & Agriculture Exhibition on Apr. 5 under Prime
Minister crop insurance scheme, respectively. More than 300 and 550
farmers and officials, respectively participated in these programmes.




ICAR-VPKAS

News Letter

Tfafafert / Activities Y fagm $= fomareivle (Swvareh) / KVK, Chinyalisaur (Uttarkashi)
UfR1erT / Trainings 35 (875 @mmedf) / 35 (875 beneficiaries)

firw dfdd wde /FLDs 3060 . (493 ammedf) / 30.60 ha (493 beneficiaries)

TfAfAfert / Activities FY a9 & SR (@FER) / KVK, Kafligair (Bageshwar)
HﬁT&TUT/Trainings 19 (439 arreif / 19(439 beneficiaries)

3rfir dfd wew /FLDs 4331 ©. (1966 @mreff) / 43.31ha (1966 beneficiaries)
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New Colleagues

+ Shri Shyam Nath, Scientist (Farm Machinery & Power) on Apr. 11

¢ ShriY.S. Dhanik, Sr. Administrative Officer on Jun. 29

Promotions

Senior Technical Assistant to Technical Officer

* Mr. Kesar Singh Rawat (Feb. 3, 2012), Nagendra Kumar Pathak (Jan.
1, 2012), Chandan Singh Kanwal (Jan.1, 2015), Bhopal Singh
Nagarkoti (Jan. 1,2015), Pan Ram (January 1,2007)

Senior Technician to Technical Assistant

* Mr. Neeraj Kumar Pandey (Jun. 29,2013)

Technician (Vehicle Driver) to Sr. Technician (Vehicle Driver)

*  Mr. Vikram Singh (Jan. 28,2015), Haseen Jamal Ahmed (Feb. 16,2015)

Retirement

 Shri Santosh Kumar Dafauti, Asstt. Admn. Officer on Feb. 2 (Voluntory)

+ Shri Gopal Singh Bankoti, Technical Officer on Jun. 30

Transfer g

* Smt Geetanjali Joshi, Programme Assistant (Computer) to IARI, New

Delhi on May 6

Regularization

+ ShriNaveen Ram, Skilled Supporting Staff on May 30

Obituary

 Shri. Haseen Jamal Ahmed, Sr. Technician (Vehicle Driver)on Mar. 13
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