Our Correspondent

Kaohima |'October 14

Nagaland Governor Nikhil
Kumar today stressed on the
need to create an environment
of peace and stability in order
to achieve development and
progress in Nagaland. “If you
don’t have peace, the first thing
thatsuffersisdevelopment and
progress,” he said, Speaking at
theworkshopon “Linking Bud-
ding Entrepreneurs with Gov-
ernment Schemes & Markets”
here today, Kumar stated that
lack of awareness is one of the
prominent reasons for poorde-
velopment in the region espe-
ciallyin Nagaland.

He said that Nagaland has
for the past 6 decades, wit-
nessed bloodshed andviolence,
however he added the state has
had remarkable era of peace
and expressed sincere hope
for Nagaland to be one of the
rapidly development state in
the country, In this regard, he
stressed on the need to proj-
ect the State Governments’
achievements not only in the

state but also outside the state
to show that Nagaland is devel-
oping in every field. The Gov-
ernor also said that itis time to
open a new era where people
from othercountrywillfeel free
and safe to invest in Nagaland
for which single minded devo-
tionis required. Describing Na-
galand asaveryspecialstate, he
further said that it is time we
look foran optimistic approach
topromote Nagalandasadevel-
oping state in the country and
requested the expertadviceand
for a bigger and positive role
from ASSOCHAM, which is the
Apex bodyofall India Chamber
of Commerceand Industry.

Expressing gratitude to AS-
SOCHAM for taking the initia-
tive to organize such workshop
in the state, Kumar hoped that
t?w workshop will bring posi-
tive results in helping the bud-
dingentrepreneurs.

‘The workshop was orga-
nized by ASSOCHAM in col-
laboration with the Ministry
of Food Processing Industries,
Ministry of Development of
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Also speaking on the occa-
sion, H.K. Khulu, APC, Principal
Secretary, Agriculture said that
the climatic conditions and the
land is conducive foragriculture
‘and agro-based industriesinthe
state, however, the hilly terrain
and the lack of adequate infra-
structure coupled with the pho-
bia of law and order prablems
seriously hampers investments
from the private sectors.

Another reason he said, is
the limit of financial services
or credit support due to poor
spread of bank networks in
the state. Khulu also said that
the State have a few market-
ing boards like NSAMB, MAR-
 COFED, KOMULetcwhichalso
' needs tobe revitalized. “One of
the major problems faced by
our farmers is the marketing
of their produce”, he said. The
failure to find market in the
state in the recent past years
have made the farmers appre-
hensive for undertaking mass
production in perishable com-
modity. Suchasituation, he said
may be avoided by revitalizing
the present marketing boards.

ofestablishing enter- /state government.

Khulu also informed that a vi-
siondocumentisbeingbrought
out with a vision for a sustain-
able and economically viable
agriculture with focus on food
security forall by 2025.

Earlier, ASSOCHAM di-
rector Dr. 0.S. Tyagi, said that
there are possibilities of in--
creasing employment through |
value, addition in farm prod-
ucts by creating convergence
among the schemes of various
ministries and departments.
Hesaid there areimmense pos-
sibilities and potential for de- .
velopmentofagrobased indus-
tries. There is need to identify
products and areas for devel- /
oping product based clusters.
He said that ASSOCHAM is in
the process of adoptingand de-
veloping these clusters. ASSO-
CHAM will help in developing |

markets around the farmers.
He further informed that AS-
SOCHAM is organizing simi-
lar kind of workshop across
North East Indiain collabora-
tion with differgpt stakehold-
ers for overall delopment of
the North Easternregion.




