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2rnamental Coleus: A potential ornamental for Urban Floriculture
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sstrana. Coleus have shighis vaniegated taliage with
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X People are obiivinus of the choice and landscape
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«us. Hence the present study was conducted with
~z objective to evaluate different arnamental coleus

el Agncultural Research Inshitute, Goa
S ol Abione Stress Management, Barama

sung Femanl. salerna salv icar T0v.10

2 safeenasandeepir wmail com

culivars based on various landscape pertormance
cnteria and o identify ornamental coleus cultivars
that could be used for various purposes in urban
landscaping. Significantvariation wasobservedamong,
different coleus cultivars for various morphological
and quality trans studied. Plant Hewht namber of
leaves, number of branches, stem girth, length of leaf
with petiole, petiole length, leat widdh, length of leaf
without petiole and diameter of leaf stalk varied from
42.00cm to 89.67¢m, 21.89 10 72.00, 3.00 1o 8.67,0.56
to 0.82¢m, 11.03em to 18.83¢m, 2.07cm to 6.00cm.
3310 10.83 em, 8310 1478 emand 018 to 042 o
respectiveviThe resultsofthe study retlect the aptiess
of ditferent ornamental coleus cultivars to fenction
lor various purposes in urban landscaping like beds,
borders, hedges, planters, hanging baskets, vertica)
gardens or containers.
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A faster pace Urbanization in the last few decades
2ot only has direct impact on global warming and
ous also deteriorated the air guality particularly in
urban areas. Reduction in agriculture land vis a vis
diminishingvegetativecoverisoncolthe many ressons

achind this ecosystem imbalance. Popularization ol

forculturemurbanareas canbeoneofthe strategy for
combating climate change as increasing the vegetative
cover dc!inib:l}' has positive nmpact on the reducing
~ollution and sustaimngecosvstcinasawhole ALCCS
Haryana Agricultural Unversity Hisar, 2 Cenlie tur
Quh\[lm' I’la.nlnng material has been establislied: The
centre 1 disseminating urban floriculture through
a number of innovative ideas like moveble as \'\'c]l as
ixed vertical gardens, container gar-denmg‘ Window
sardening, wall gardening, air purhcation platform,

soilless garden, coco -hangers, wall hangers, Self
watering platlorms, fabric pots ete. Besides, centre
is also propagating ideas for re- use of abandoned
items such as bullock carts, bicyele, nckshaw cart ete
for adding creativity 1 urban floriculture, Visitors
can also buy the planting material ornamental plants
from centre and canreplicate these ideas in residences,
parks, institutes; avenues there by not only can help
in auy beautification but can also contribute
environmental conservation on sustainable basis,
Ihe centre s bemyg uperaded to agritourism centre
for wider impact on masses especially in stadents
and urban youth through linkages with schools
and education institutions. Thus, centre could be
a torch bearer for promoting urban Noriculture in
the area.
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