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Farmers Advisory in Arid Horticultural Crops

> In Northern states of India like Rajasthan, Punjab and Haryana pollination of date
palm is delayed and still continued due to fluctuation in weather conditions.
Therefore, date palm growers are advised to perform pollination regularly using
pollen from appropriate male palms. However in general, the pollination work in
Gujarat state is performed somewhat early owing to early flowering.

> In pomegranate, owing to fluctuating temperate and relative humidity the incidence
of aphid is very high. Aphids suck the cell sap from newly grown leaves and
flowers which secretes honey dew like substance and ultimately reduced plant
growth. For management of aphid spray of imidacloprid (17.8 SL) @ 0.4-0.5 ml/I
of water should be done during open weather.

> In arid regions, vegetable like Kachri, snapmelon, watermelon, muskmelon, long-
melon, ridgegourd and bottlegourd etc. are mainly grown. These crops are
severely affected by mosaic disease due changing weather conditions which is
transmitted by aphids. The affected plant become stunted and leaves size is
reduced. Spray of imidacloprid (17.8 SL) @ 0.4-0.5 ml/l of water should be done
for management of aphid vector.

» The possibility of fruit fly infestation is very high in those cucurbits where fruit
setting already started due to changing weather. For integrated management of
fruit fly, affected fruits should be collected, buried in soil and 8-10 cue-lure traps
should be installed prior to flowering. If the attack of fruit fly is severe, spray of
dimethoate (30 EC) @ 1.5-2.0 ml/l or spinosad (45 SC) @ 0.4-0.5 ml/l of water
should be done during clear sky.

> In arid region, the vines of cucurbits may suddenly start to die after rain due to
wilt disease, which can be managed by drenching of carbedazim (50 % WP) @

1.0 g/l of water.



