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The authors bring out that encroachment into the fertile agricultural and forest
through bank cutting and debris deposition by meandering and violent torrents is
the major forms of land degradation in the foothills of the Himalayas and Shiwaliks.
Doon Valley, about 1/3rd of the geographical area is under the influence of the hill t
In a torrent control research project taken up at Bainkhala torrent at Selakui in
part of the valley, various mechanical and vegetative measures were tried. In this
their relative efficacy and limitations are discussed. Control measures used in the
were repelling spurs, retaining walls, cross barriers and vegetative hedge rows su
by vegetative spurs. All these measures achieved limited success as none of them



found to be capable of handling violent peak flow events. Considering initial and
maintenance cost, risk of total failure and efficacy of diverting the flows, vegetative
measures and repelling spurs have been suggested.



