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fisher folk population, a prominent post-harvest value addition and export sector and growing inland
capture and aquaculture segments, fisheries plays a vitalrole in Kerala's economy. The Government of
Keralahasbeen eversupportive tothe needs of fishers and allied workers with its continuing patronage,
developmentalinitiatives and socialsecurity measures.

The COVID-19 crisis which was unleashed in the country during the first quarter of 2020 had a severe
impactontheKeralaeconomy. Like severalother core sectors, fisheriesand allied activities of the state
also bore the brunt of the crisis and the ensuing lockdown had brought the whole supply —distribution
value chain to a standstill. Notwithstanding this, the Government of Kerala has been successful in
preventing a complete breakdown of the sector through controlled fishing and value chain activities
respecting guidelines from the Health Department. The Government also tried innovative and
exemplary fishmarketingarrangementsthat helped boththefishersand consumersalike.

The present state of affairs in the fisheries sector has been unprecedented and deserves special
attention on account of several reasons. On the one hand, the situation presents no signs of receding
over the next several months, and would demand continuing interventions to regulate fishing and fish
marketing activities. On the other hand, there are several rigidities associated with the sector that
needs serious commitment, long-standing effort and futuristic solutions.

This policy paper, originally prepared as a report at the behest of Smt. J. Mercykutty Amma, the Hon.
Minister of Fisheries , Harbour Engineering and Cashew Industry, Government of Kerala, is an earnest
effortinthis directionand contains severalscientificand well-thought out recommendations that would
aid in streamlining fish value chains in the state. The policy paper, has been compiled by the Social
scientists of ICAR-CMFRI and ICAR-CIFT who also did a diagnostic analysis of the value chains using
valuable inputs from practitioners and policy makers in the field as represented by Matsyafed, MPEDA
and Department of Fisheries. | respectfully acknowledge the protracted, but valuable interactions for
which the Hon. Minister took a personal interest before finalising the recommendations. | sincerely
acknowledge the support provided by all these agencies and especially Dr. C.N. Ravishankar, Director
ICAR-CIFTinthis venture.

Kochi

A. Gopalakrishnan
23 June, 2020

Director, ICAR-CMFRI
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