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VIII Convocation of IVRI Deemed University
Izatnagar, 12 November 2013. The Indian Veterinary 

Research Institute (IVRI) organized its VIII convocation in 
which a total of 223 Ph.D. and 476 M.V.Sc. degrees were 
conferred on the students. 

Shri Sonam Dorje (Executive Councilor, Agriculture, 
Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council) explained 
the need and scope of collaborative agriculture production 
augmentation activities by involving stakeholders. 

New Delhi, 18 November 2013. Dr S. Ayyappan (Secretary, 
DARE and Director General, ICAR) and Dr Anil Chauhan 
(Director, ABLE) signed a Memorandum of Understanding for 
Knowledge Partnership at Krishi Bhavan. The aim is to 
facilitate effective and efficient communication and 
promotion of ICAR's mandate, achievements and capabilities 
in the international arena to position ICAR as an important 
stakeholder capable of in addressing global issues in the areas 
of food production, bio-fuels, impact of climate change on 
agriculture and resource conservation The Association of 
Biotechnology Led Enterprises (ABLE) is a national forum that 
represents the Indian 
Biotechnology Sector 
to  accelerate  the 
p a c e  o f  g r o w t h  
of the Biotechnology 
I n d u s t r y  i n  I n d i a  
through encouraging 
greater investment in 
the sector, providing a 
platform for domestic 
and overseas organizations to explore collaborations and 
partnerships with the Government of India in their 
endeavours and forging stronger linkages between academia 
and industry.  

Port Blair, 1 November 2013. The Third Group Meeting on 
All India Coordinated Research Project on 'MULLaRP (ICAR) for 
spring, summer and Rice Fallow Cultivation on moongbean 
and urdbean' was held at Central Agricultural Research 
Institute (CARI). 

D r  N .  N a d a ra j a n  
(Director, IIPR, Kanpur) 
informed that during 
the last three years, 
production of pulses 
has increased from 15 to 
18 million tonnes due to 
intensive research and 
development on pulses. 

Total requirement of pulses in India is 21 million tonnes while 
three years back it was only 15 million tonnes. Dr G.P. Dixit 
(Project Coordinator, AICRP on MULLaRP) briefed about the 
future plan of research on gene pyramiding, inter specific 
hybridization, IPM modules for threatening disease and pests, 
conservation agricultural technique and minimum tillage or 
no tillage agronomic practices etc.

ICAR signs MoU with ABLE

Third Group Meeting on MULLaRP

On this solemn occasion, Best Teacher Awards and Best 
Student Awards were also conferred on the faculty and 
students for their meritorious performance. The other awards 
instituted by IVRI namely, Dr C.M. Singh Award and Dr S. K. 
Talpatra Award were also conferred on the Ph.D. students. 
Twelve scientists received the Best Teacher Awards. The Best 
Student Awards were distributed in 12 respective disciplines 
of the Postgraduate standard. Further 'Dr S.K. Talapatra Award' 
was given to four Postgraduates for their outstanding 
research in animal nutrition while 'Dr C.M. Singh Award' was 
presented to three Postgraduate students for their 
outstanding research in their respective disciplines.

Dr S. Ayyappan (Secretary, DARE and Director General, 
ICAR), the Chief Guest at  VIII Convocation of IVRI, announced 
the establishment of Technology Transfer and Training Centre 
of IVRI at Pune; and an additional grant of ` 150 million for 
establishment of National Veterinary Museum and 
modernization of existing facilities of Indian Veterinary 
Research Institute. 

Professor Gaya Prasad (Director, IVRI) said that there is an 
urgent need to modernize biological production facility by 
creating GMP/GLP standard laboratories, modernization of 
polyclinic and establishment of museum.

Leh,14 November 2013. The First Agriculture Stakeholder's 
Meet, 2013 was organized by the Regional Research Station of 
Central Arid Zone Research Institute at Leh in collaboration 
with the local agriculture department. Participants from 
agriculture, horticulture, forestry, animal husbandry 
departments, Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development 
Council; Defense Institute of High Altitude Research, High 
Mountain Arid Agriculture Research Institute and Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra of SKUAST K, Regional Research Station of 
CAZRI took part and discussed the problems and possible 
measures towards sustainable crop, animal, tree and soil 
management in the regions. 

First Agriculture Stakeholder's Meet, 2013
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Dr S. Dam Roy (Director, CARI, Port Blair) explained the 
status of area, production and productivity of pulses in 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. He urged scientists to improve 
the pulse production in islands through research and 
extension programmes in traditional and non-traditional 
pulse growing areas. 

 New Delhi, 1 November 2013. The Agricultural Scientists' 
thRecruitment Board (ASRB) celebrated its 40  Foundation Day. 

th
40  Foundation Day of ASRB

potato production and productivity in the country. 
Dr K. D. Kokate (DDG, Agricultural Extension) focused on seed 
potato production system in the country.

Solan, 16 November 2013.The Krishi Vigyan Kendra (under 
the jurisdiction of Dr Y.S. Parmar University of Horticulture and 
Forestry) organized a Scientists-Farmers' interaction in the 
newly built Administrative Block of the KVK. Shri Arvind R. 
Kaushal (Secretary, ICAR) advised the scientific fraternity of 

Scientist – Farmer interaction

Dr M.S. Swaminathan (M P  Rajya Sabha) delivered Foundation 
Day Lecture at B.P. Pal Auditorium, Indian Agricultural 
Research Institute. He emphasized upon the need of 
International Agricultural Research Service Cadre and 
Regional Cadre with part of current ARS Cadre. The 

'A journey in search of talent – Glimpses'  was also 
released on this occasion. Dr R.S. Paroda (Chairman, TAAS) 
delivered Presidential Address, and said that ASRB plays an 
important role in the ICAR System. He focused on the need of 
new people in research system and cooperation between 
ASRB and other institutions to attract and retain youth in 
agriculture. Dr S. Ayyappan (Secretary, DARE and Director 

thGeneral, ICAR) also expressed his valuable remarks at the 40  
Foundation Day of Agricultural Scientists' Recruitment Board.

Ranchi, 16 November, 2013. New varieties viz. 'Swarna 
Vaidehi' (makhana), 'Swarna Anmol' (tomato), 'Swarna 
Prafulya' (chili), 'Swarna Atulya' (capsicum), 'Swarna Sneha' 
(bottle gourd), 'Swarna Yamini' (bitter gourd), and 'Swarna 
Sawani' (Satputia) were released in the ICAR Industry Meet at 
the Research Centre of the ICAR Research Complex for Eastern 
Region. The Meet was organized by the Research Centre of the 
ICAR Research Complex for Eastern Region in collaboration on 
Jute and Allied Fiber Technology, and Birsa Agricultural 
University at Ranchi. More than 60 participants of the ICAR 
institutions participated in the meeting.

During the meet enquiries for signing Memoranda of 
Understandings were received from the entrepreneurs 
regarding technologies on Low Energy Water Application, 
Instant Swarna Mushroom Soup Mix, and Elite line of 
capsicum HACAV 271.

Shimla, 16 November 2013. Aeroponic facility-II was 
inaugurated for the disease free seed production at the 
Central Potato Research Institute (CPRI). This new technology 
will help farmers in future by increasing the availability of 
disease free potato seed in the country.

Shri Arvind R. Kaushal (Additional Secretary, DARE and 
Secretary, ICAR) lauded the efforts of the CPRI in increasing 
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ICAR Industry Meet

Aeroponic facility-II  at CPRI

the University to develop cost effective technologies for small 
holders. The farmers should make Self-Help Groups and 
Producers' Groups for profitable marketing. Marketing 
models suited to small holders and especially to hill region 
should be developed and passed on to the farmers.   

Dr K.D. Kokate (DDG, Agricultural Extension) appreciated 
the work done by the KVK, Solan and the University and dwelt 
upon the initiatives to be taken during the XII Five –Year Plan. 
He also advised the KVK scientists to involve more number of 
progressive farmers in the training programmes. Few 
progressive farmers of the district also shared their 
experiences with the faculty and the dignitaries. 

The Administrative Block was inaugurated by Smt. Vidya 
Stokes (Minister of Horticulture, IPH & IT, Government of 
Himachal Pradesh) at KVK, Solan.

Cochin, 13 November, 2013. During the visit of H E 
 President of USA, India and the USA have 

announced a new agriculture partnership to address global 
food security. As a part of this initiative US-India-Africa 
Triangular International training programme was organized 
on 'New Dimensions in Agricultural Extension Management 
for Extension Functionaries'. Under this programme 30 
International delegates from Liberia, Kenya and Malawi  
visited Central Institute of Fisheries Technology, Cochin along 
with Dr S. Sentil Vinayagam [Director (AE),  MANAGE]. 

Dr S. Vinayagam narrated about the whole training 
programme in agriculture and allied sectors conducted at 
MANAGE, Hyderabad and informed that out of 90 extension 
officials to be trained under the programme, two batches of 
60 officials have already completed with the current batch. 
The trainees had interactions with the Head of Divisions and 
answered the queries raised by the trainees. 

Foreign delegation visits CIFT
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