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1. INTRODUCTION

The Indian desert, a hot secason rainfall region covers an area of
28,600 sq. km with the boundary in the east of Aravalli ranges,
whereas in the west it merges into the Pakistan desert. In the north,
the desert extends to Punjab and Haryana states and in the south in
Gujarat state. The arid zone of India covers about 12% of country’s
geographical area and occupies 31.7 mha of hot desert located in
major part of Rajasthan (60%). The region is spread over six states
viz. Rajasthan, Gujarat, Haryana, Maharastra, Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh (Table 1). The northwestern part of the country
constitutes almost 90% of the total arid zone area (Fig 1).

Table 1 : Distribution of arid areas in different states of India.

States Areca Percentage of Aridity
(in mha) total arid zone index
of India (%)

(a) Hot arid zone :

Rajasthan 19.60 61.0 78
Gujarat 6.22 19.6 76
Punjab 1.45 5.0 75
Haryana 1.28 4.0 74
Maharashtra 0.13 0.4 68
Karnataka 0.85 30 68
Andhra Pradesh 2.16 7.0 68
Total 31.70 11.8 (of India) —
(b) Cold Arid zone :
Jammu & Kashmir 7.03 — 53

Source : Krishnan (1977).
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