


- with fungicidal, ins‘t*'fffir-ir‘?i-i'l,
antibacterial, and E%fl!]\-"li':-lli.
properties, is pat‘u['.;l}m‘i by a i'.j'l')
Multinational, WLR, Crrace and Co.
] Iz‘.{uip}-).ﬁgd with this pg%la’im, the
company has gone into a2
collaboration  with  Southern
Industries Petrochemical
Corporation (8P1C) to markel ils
insecticide Margosan-O, Once the
patented product comes into the
market, Indians will have to pay a
high price for a product growing in
abundance in their own backyards.

Sugarcane is another important cash
crop which is badly affected. The
crop cannot be grown in Europe and
s0, they tried to replace it with high-
fructose corn stigar produced in the
US by - immobilized enzyme
technology. Monsanto took over GD
Searle, which manufactures
Aspartame, a low calorie aminoacid
compound which is about 200 times
more sweet than sugar, and this
further enhanced the woes of
sugarcane growers in Asian, African
and South-American countries,
According to United Nations
Conference on Trade and
~ Development (UNCTD) the export
.earnings of developing countries
* declined from 9,824 million USD in
1980 to 7,604 USD by 1984. The rate
of decrease is continuously
increasing atan alarming rate.

AgriDyne Technologies, a Utah-
based company, recejved in April
1992, a 1.2 million USD grant from
US Department of Commerce 1o
dp\:eiup a ge;'{eiiﬁﬁ'ny &1]giﬂtf-{ii'ﬁffj
pyrethrum to enable the country to
become self-sufficient in the
pesticide, This research, if successful
will adversely affect the livelihood
of nearly 200,000 farmers in Kenya,
Tanzania and Equadaor, About ?B:i)(l
vanilla farmers in Madagascar lost
heir livelihood when a Texas firm
started manufacturing natural
vanilla in their 133:)01‘@&3:‘};_ Simila rly,

the African countries are going 1o
suffer when a San-Carlos-based

food  company  will use

. bictechnology to insert foreign
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genes in coffee to increase the pest
tesistance and beans with low
caffeine content g better flavour
will be produced.

Biotechnology uifl{.)%ll'l"!%“ﬁ" toaks
beneficial to farmers, but the reality
is perhaps a bit harsh. [t i5 capital
intensive and nRereases
concentration of agricultural
production in the hands of large
MNCs. As the process is labour
saving, itsetsin motion a echnology
treachimill, that forces out of business
a sipnificant numbers ol small-scale
farmers. Biotechnology fends to
exacerbate marginalization as such
technologies are under corporate
control and being protected by
patents, are expensive and
inappropriate to the needs of
farmers. It is clear now that genetic
manipulation by the industry is not
to solve agricultural problems but to
create profitability. Although, there
is a myriad of herbicides available,
the MNCs have keptitin their thrust
areas, the programme of developing
herbicide resistant corn and cotton,
as they fetch a considerable of cash
for them. [s there any reason why
aren’t more promising products of
bintechnology, such as N-fixing and
talerant plants being developed?

Pepsi’s entry into
India was primarily
aimed at capturing
the huge consumer

market, of their ‘cola’
product. Agricultural
research was
apparently used
as a ploy to gain
the entry.

The multinational biotechnology
industries, which states that for th;z-
hungry and needy, ethics and safety
areirrelevant, Removin gethics 'i‘"mtﬁ
technological  and  economic
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biotechnology to create
variety of conmmerc
thus contribtite to bic

i.)h}f'. superfiuou &t
mission, a J
concept, is
internationa
product. The agri

developed with trans
will favour
characterized by dang
levels of genetic
leading to higher vulnerability
agriculture to biotic and abiot

s the new bicengineered
seeds replace the old traditional
varieties and their wild relatives
genetic erosion will be aceelerated
in the Third §

Vorld countries.

At the onset of the next millenniun®
we are at the footstep of ditficult
times. The old imperialism of the
colonizing empires had acquired for
themselves a captive market for their
industrial products. The ne
imperialists come armed with
biotechnological products and once
again they have a caplive marke
bigeer than ever,

Perhaps, history repeats itselfl
[The authors are graternl fo
Devinder Sharma, the author of the
book “‘Gatt to WTO : Seeds of
despair”]

Sujoy Saha and
Tirthankar Banerjee




