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a8 i}“m it s indeed a noble step
jowards numanity. However, the
game organi 21 ﬂsm; evolved the

serminator technology” which is
Bm\tl';i(“tii as far as pro-farmers
yipw point is sonsidered, It this
technologies used, farmers will
have o purchase [resh sceds each
yaar.iﬁ case of pureline varelies
and thereby increase the sales
and profit of the orgamzation in
a geomeltric progression. In a
country like India, in case of sell
pollinated crops like rice and wheat,
the seed replacement rale is very
low (less than 10%) l.e. the rest
of the seeds used for sowing
comes [rom the previous crop. In
pulses, it is still lower (2.5 %). Is
there any reason to accepl such
expensive technology keeping in
the back drop the econcmic
situation of our tarmers?

The terminator seed is undoubtedly
an effective weapon against the
developing world. The United
States Department of Agriculture
(USDA), who along with Delta and
Pine Land Co., US, got this patent
on "Cantrol of plant gene
expression’, has clearly stated that
the basic purpose of inventing this
technology is to increase the share
of US seeds companies in the
global market, In echo of these
words. Monsanto, had made a leap
by purchasing Cargill seeds,US
(seed turnover is more then 250
miliion dollars) and taking over
26% share of the leading indian
seed company, Mahyco. Buying
out Dekalb's two.seed companies
in the 'B0s to penetrate Brazil's
huge seed market, perhaps marked
the beginning of Monsanto's march
towards an aclive corporate take
ovar and now it has comeback
with;a rejuvenated vigour. In longer
Tun this will become a big threat
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1o aut national seed
dependence on TNCS
will increase,  a the pe: ak
time of a crop,
1o withdraw the seed supply Gf
1!‘;&:3! are {forced 1o do 50 dae i
some intr f-:“*:: matters, the fe :?fif
fields will be left barren and unused.
fhe f;f)fiw-'fm will be full of
that will not germinate, ©
they are all terminator s ing
ultimate result will be a mmi Grop
failure, leading to mass starvalion
and loss of human lives.

sowing
the TNCs decide

Does this mean that biotechnology

is only a saga of woe, pove
and pessimism? Obviously
It was a single gene from Ind
that saved the muskrelon ©if
from the downy mildew disease
in US. Another |Indian gene |
provided American ghum |
resistance to green bugs resutling
in a 12 million doilars profit to
the US farmers. An Ethiopian barley
plant happened to have one gene
that now protects California’s bariey
crop from yeliow dwarl virus. A’
hopeless' wild wheat plant from
Turkey, provided genes that saved
African wheat from the deadly
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"Control of plant gene
expression”,
has clearly stated that
the hasic purpose of
inventing this
technology is to
increase the share
of US seeds companies
in the global market.
In echo of these words,
Monsanto, had made a
leap by purchasing
Cargill seeds,
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'he products of biotechnology can
anly be accepted after they have
undergoene rigorous trials at various
locations and under various
ecological conditions. Analysis
should be carried out at various
levels, to linally declare, a product
1o be for crmmnmpimn
Disturbing the balance of Mother
Nature has become imperative for
the sheer existence of human
civilization. The productivity hz
to be increased to feed th
increasing millions an that too,
with limited resources. There was
no option left but to tamper the
pasic entity of life - the gene
Nature being tolerant, changes
herself accordingly to the needs
of human being. Whsther she does
the same or not, can be visualized
by the gentle dripping of the sand
in the onward march of time.
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