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Foreword

The fisheries and aquaculture sector are of fundamental
importance to the South Asian region providing
opportunities for generating revenue and employment,
and contributing particularly to food and nutrition
security, vital for rural people’s livelihood improvement. I
do evidently feel that the compilation of this valuable
document on fisheries and aquaculture value-chain is an
outstanding endeavour. The entire South Asian region is
doing a commendable role in augmenting fish production
and is setting an example in the world in terms of fish production in the region.
It is indeed noteworthy to learn about the invaluable contributions of fisheries
value-chain towards food and nutrition security of the region as a whole. But the
length of the chain is longer and is increasing daily as it was perceived while
reading this book. I do evidently realize that the technological interventions in
different South Asian countries in improving the quality of the fish in the entire
value-chain process are remarkable.

The South Asian region is reeling under the pressure of providing quality protein
in the diet of its people. Fish seems to be a probable solution. Relishing culinary
in fish seems to be a mind-boggling option left for the South Asians in terms of
achieving nutritional security and the people in the South Asian region have
special affinity to the fish and the variety of dishes it is offering. Therefore, the
nutritional value in future in the region depends on the good quality of fish
inculcated into the supply-chain. Understanding the nutritional superiority of
the fish protein, let us strive for resolving the challenges in fisheries value-chain
in the region by adopting suitable interventions beneficial to the farmers, end
consumers as well as the entire network involved as intermediaries in the fish
trade.

I take the privilege and great opportunity to congratulate Dr. Grinson George,
Senior Programme Specialist (Fisheries), Dr. Md. Baktear Hossain and the entire
team of experts of eight South Asian countries, eminent resource persons who
greatly contributed and deliberated on the topic, and all others who worked for
the successful compilation and completion of this valuable book. I would also
like to thank all authors for their enthusiastic contributions. I am confident
enough that this book will impress upon the policy planners and stakeholders in
fisheries and aquaculture sector in upholding the goals and targets as envisaged
in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)-2030 of the United Nations
(17 SDGs and 169 Targets).

Long live the spirit of the SAARC.

Dr. S. M. Bokhtiar

Chairman

Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (BARC)
Dhaka, Bangladesh
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Preface

South Asian aquaculture and fisheries is quite unique from the rest of the World.
An enviable production of fish from capture and farming happening in this
region is a testimony of the synergy between different integral components ably
supported with technologies in the sector. Being a product, which has to survive
a long supply chain, it was interesting to learn about the entire value-chain
systems existing in aquaculture and fisheries in South Asia starting from the
production to the end consumer.

The ideas for this book were initially conceived by Dr. Rudra, Senior Programme
Specialist (PSPD), who prepared the concept note for a regional expert
consultation meeting based on the inputs received from the SAARC Agriculture
Minister's meeting on this topic. Based on the recommendations of the
Governing Body, the programme was conceived with the support of the
ex-Director Dr. Mian Sayeed Hassan and other SAARC Agriculture Centre
(SAC) colleagues especially Dr. Younus Ali and from Ms. Ishrat Jahan, Director,
Agricultural and Rural Development at the SAARC Secretariat and our beloved
Mr. Shihab Uddin who was instrumental in communicating with the SAARC
Secretariat, SAC and all eight-member countries in the South Asia. Though we
had all intentions of having a physical meeting when the programme was
conceived initially, the pandemic situation resulted in a virtual meeting. Despite
the inherent disadvantages of a virtual meeting, the ideas were bubbling with
learned nominated experts from different Member States contributing
significantly to the process which eventually culminated in the form of this book.

Our technical knowledge was complimented by seniors and colleagues from the
Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), India ably guided by Dr. J.K.
Jena, Deputy Director General (Fisheries), ICAR, India. We specifically
acknowledge Dr. C.N. Ravishankar and his team members from ICAR-Central
Institute of Fisheries Technology, India who helped us overcome our lack of
knowledge in certain areas of these deliberations. The challenges, possible
solutions, technical interventions, policy guidelines, the entire process and its
inherent pros and cons were discussed with the experts from different South
Asian countries and renowned resource persons so as to come up with
consolidated recommendations for the entire region which is a major output of
this exercise. The completion process of this book was hampered several times
with the pressure of COVID-19 pandemic which forced us to relax the dead-line.
But we sincerely appreciate the contribution and time of all learned experts from
the South Asian countries who strive with passion to do it earnestly.

Grinson George
Dhaka, Bangladesh Md. Baktear Hossain
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