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Annually 30 million tonnes of cotton stalks are produced in India. 

To educate the farmers and create awareness among the stakeholders on 

various industrial applications and related issues of cotton stalk a national 

seminar on “Value Addition of Cotton Stalks and Other Agro-Wastes for 

Rural Livelihood” will be organized at Ginning Training Centre on 6th 

June, 2015. Shri. Nitin Gadkari, Hon’ble Union Minister for Road 

Transport, Highways & Shipping has consented to be the Chief Guest of 

the inaugural session. The seminar will cover, logistics for harvesting and 

transportation of raw materials industry; machinery used for preparation 

of value-added products from cotton stalks and other agro-wastes; 

manufacturing, marketing and promotion of value-added products from 

cotton stalks and other agro-wastes; credit facilities and issues for 

establishment of plants for preparation of value-added products from 

cotton stalks & other agro-wastes.   

The commercialization of ICAR-CIRCOT technologies gained 

momentum with the establishment of first Zonal Technology Management 

& Business Planning and Development Unit in 2008 in the institute. The 

initial success and experience gained under BPD needs to be further 

strengthened and expanded into a nation-wide network of agribusiness 

incubators. Agri-Business Incubators (ABIs) encourage, nurture and 

support technologists, scientists and innovative agribusiness ideas that 

turn agricultural innovations into successful commercial ventures. Such 

technology incubation centers help in initiating technology-led and 

knowledge-driven enterprises in agriculture. They also promote the 

growth of technology-based new enterprises and facilitate business among 

start-ups, entrepreneurs and technology developers and also improve 

their survival rate substantially. 

.  

P.G. Patil 

Director 
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Multi– Phase Electro-spinning setup for 

Production of Nano-fibre Mat 

Multi-Phase electro-spinning machine was 

designed and fabricated to produce uniform 

nano fibre mat. The developed machine has 

multi-phase (4 Phase) arrangements with 

different nozzle geometry, angle change and 

automated linear motion stages and multiple 

parallel needles to increase the production by 

enhancing the electrical field distribution and 

even solution feeding to all the needles. Multi  

directional fibre feeding (N, E, S, and W) will 

give multilayer effect and it enhances the 

physical properties of the electro-spinning mat.  

Linear movement of the syringe can play role to 

produce uniform fibre mat upto dimension of 50 

cm X 50 cm and angular movement will be 

helpful for vertical and horizontal nozzle 

geometry, fibre feeding and binding effect.  

 

Fabricated electrospinning setup 

 

 
Multi Axial arrangement 

(1) Participation in 43rd Joint AGRESCO 

2015 at MPKV, Rahuri  

The 43rd Joint AGRESCO 2015 of four State 

Agricultural Universities (SAUs) of 

Maharashtra was held at MPKV, Rahuri during 

28-30th May, 2015 to discuss the achievements 

in research, education and extension activities. 

The AGRECO was inaugurated by the Hon’ble 

Shri Ram Shinde, Minister of State for 

Agriculture and Guardian Minister, 

Ahmednagar District. New crop varieties, 

agricultural implements and crop production 

technology recommendations were released 

during the meeting.  

 Dr. N. Shanmugum, Senior Scientist & 

Head (In-charge) and V. G. Arude, Scientist 

participated in 43rd Joint AGRESCO 2015. V. 

G. Arude, Scientist made a presentation on 

achievements of institute in research and 

extension activities. He briefed about the 

technologies, processes and products 

developed and commercialised by ICAR-

CIRCOT, Mumbai. He informed that CIRCOT 

is providing technology support to country’s 

cotton breeding programme through AICRP of 

cotton and is acting as an interface between the 

cotton producers, breeders, textile processors 

and consumers. CIRCOT is working on 

complete value chain on cotton linking farmers 

to end users and markets. He highlighted the 

importance and significance of technologies 

developed by CIRCOT like CLOY gin, Lilliput 

gin, On farm pre-cleaner, Village level carding 

machine, Banana fibre extractor, Coconut 

defibreing and segregator machine and Flexi 

Check dam for watershed management. He 

informed that farmers can increase their 

income by proper utilisation of various cotton 

by products by making value added products 

like compost, briquettes, particle boards, 

biogas, surgical cotton etc.    

Technology Insight 

Technology Insight / Meeting  

Meetings 
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(2). Brainstorming Session Agri Business 

Incubator at ICAR-CIRCOT 

A brainstorming session over the draft proposal 

prepared by the Business Planning Unit (BPD) 

was held on May 28 and 30, 2015 at Dr. 

Sundaram Committee Room. Dr. R.P. Kachru, 

former ADG (PE), ICAR was the Chairman. 

The meeting was attended by Dr. S. 

Sreenivasan and Dr. A.J. Shaikh, former 

Directors; Dr. K. M. Paralikar and Dr. S.G. 

Gayal, former Head, TTD and CBPD 

respectively; Dr. P.G. Patil, Director (Acting), 

Heads of Divisions and Scientists. The 

committee suggested modifications / 

recommendations especially on selecting 

technologies for focusing on 

commercialization, plan of work for the project 

period and the self sustainability of the unit for 

five years, etc. These were duly incorporated 

and the draft was finalized for sending to the 

Council in order to seek funds under the XIIth 

plan scheme of IP&TM unit, ICAR for 

establishing a Agri Business Incubator (ABI) at 

the institute during 2015-16 and 2016-17. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dr. P.G. Patil, Director, CIRCOT welcoming 

Dr.R.P.Kachru 

 

 

Dr. P.G. Patil, Director, CIRCOT welcoming 

Dr. S.G. Gayal 

 

 

 

  

  

Er. V. G. Arude, Presenting Research highlights at 43rd Joint AGRESCO 2015 
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3.  A meeting was held under the chairmanship 

of Dr. P. G. Patil, Director, CIRCOT on 6th 

May 2015 in Dr. V. Sundaram Committee 

Room to discuss topics for Advanced 

Agricultural Research & Training on “Skill 

Development of Engineers” primarily for 

producing employable PG students in 

specialized areas. There was also a 

discussion about the specialized training 

programme/Seminar for Handicapped & 

Less Privileged Section of our Society and 

training programme on fibre testing is 

recommended.  

(4) Institute observed Anti-Terrorism Day 

on 21st May 2015 

 Dr. P. G. Patil, Director, CIRCOT 

administered “Anti-Terrorism Day” pledge 

to all the employee of ICAR-CIRCOT for 

promoting peace.  The day is celebrated as 

23rd Death Anniversary of former Prime 

Minister of India Rajiv Gandhi. 

 

Cleanliness in Daily Life 

Dr. H.K. Kundelia, visiting Physician at ICAR-

CIRCOT, Mumbai gave a talk on Cleanliness in 

Daily Life on May 18, 2015 at the Jubilee Hall. 

As a part of Swachh Bharat Movement  

 

 

 

Dr. P.G. Patil, Director Chaired the meeting in 

the presence of Dr. V.S.Korikanthimath, former 

Director, ICAR Research Complex, Goa, and 

Dr. A.J. Shaikh, former Director, ICAR-

CIRCOT. During the welcome address, 

Director highlighted the cleanliness work 

carried out in the recent past in the institute 

premises with the active participation of all the 

staff. Dr. Kundelia in his talk emphasized the 

need to keep the surroundings clean and 

pointed out that a clean environment brings the 

best out of one's creativity and asked all the 

staff to spend atleast a few minutes after 

reaching the office to clean their surroundings 

and their workplace. He also emphasized on the   

importance of proper nutrition and advantage 

of traditional diet over fast junk food.  

Dr. Kundelia delivered the lecture on 

Cleanliness in Daily Life 

Lectures 

Dr.R.P.Kachru during Brainstorming Session on the Draft Proposal on Agri- Business Incubator 

at ICAR-CIRCOT 
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Dr. (Smt.) Sujata Saxena, Principal Scientist, 

Dr. A. S. M. Raja, Senior Scientist, Shri R. S.  

Narkar, Chief Technical Officer, CBPD 

attended seminar on New Developments and 

Technology Trends in Lightfastness Testing, 

organized by M/s. Ametek Measurement & 

Calibration Technologies, Mumbai, on 8th May 

2015. 

 

 

Patents  

Process   Patent for the invention “Zinc 

Chloride    Pre-treatment    of Microcrystalline  

for    Preparation    of        Nanocellulose         by 

Homogenization Process” was granted on 27th 

May 2015.  

 

Patent Number: 266707 

Patent Application Number: 1193/MUM/2010 

Inventors: Dr. N. Vigneshwaran, Er. Ashok 

Kumar Bharimalla and Dr. Vilas Karande 

 

 

(1) Dr. P. G. Patil, Director CIRCOT attended 

the ICAR Directors conference on 15th & 

16th May 2015 held at NASC New Delhi. 

The function was inaugurated by Shri 

Mohanbhai Kundariya, Hon'ble Minister of 

State (Agriculture), Govt. of India  

 

(2) Dr. P. G. Patil, Director, CIRCOT visited 

National Research Centre (NRC) for 

Grapes, Pune on 22-24th May 2015 for 

work related to pension of retired ICAR 

staff (as CIRCOT is the Pension Authority 

for this region). He also visited the 

Babasaheb Deshmukh Co-operative 

Spinning Mill and Modern Ginning Plant at 

Aatpadi (M.S) and discussed with Mr. 

Pawar, Managing Director of the Mill to  

 

 assess the potential for ginning and 

spinning extra-long staple cotton grown in 

that area as a summer crop. 

 

(3) Dr. P. G. Patil, Director , CIRCOT visited 

Zenith Industrial Rubber Products  Pvt. 

Ltd., Mumbai on 26th May 2015, to inspect 

the preparation of Rubber composites that 

are to be used in establishing ICAR-flexi 

check dam at 3 locations in pune region.    

 Dr. P. G. Patil, Director, CIRCOT and 

Mr.M.F.Vohra, President, Zenith rubber, inspecting 

the rubber composites 

 

 

(1) ICAR-CIRCOT’s representation in 

DST’s Nano Mission  

Director General, ICAR has nominated Dr. 

N. Vigneshwaran, Senior Scientist of this 

Institute as a member (ICAR 

representative) for the Inter-Ministerial 

Officials Working Group (IMOWG) of 

DST’s National Mission on Nano Science 

and Technology (Nano Mission) till 

31.03.2017. IMOWG is being constituted 

as an Expert Committee to support the 

Nano Mission Council (an apex level body) 

in carrying out the Nano Mission during 

this 12th five year plan period.  

 

(2) Er. Ashok Kumar Bharimalla, Senior 

Scientist, TTD, CIRCOT attended and 

delivered a talk on CIRCOT Technologies 

as a guest of honor for ‘DestaTalk.com’ 

website launching by Desta Global social 

enterprise, Mumbai  on 23rd May 2015. 

Seminar/Conference/Workshop 

Intellectual Property 

 

Director’s Visit 

 

Awards / Recognition 

 

Director’s Visit / Awards / Recognition  
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Er. A. K Bharimalla, delivered the talk in the  

 inaugural function of ‘DestaTalk.com’ website 

launching 

 

 

Promotion 

(1) Dr. (Smt.) Sujata Saxena, Sr. Scientist has 

been promoted to Principal Scientist w.e.f. 

27-07-2011.  

(2) Shri R. K. Pallewad, Assistant promoted as 

Assistant Administrative Officer w.e.f.  

30.05.2015 

(3) The following Technical Staff members 

probation was cleared  

 

Technical 

Assistant 

Shri A.R. Jadhav, Dr. Deepak 

Meena, Shri Krishna Bara, 

Shri D. J. Dhodia 

Technician 

Shri Umrao Meena, Shri 

Yogesh Nagpure, Shri Vijay 

Kumar Sutar 

 

Retirement 

Shri D.M. Chougule, Skilled Support Staff 

retired on 31-05-2015. 

 

Transfer  
(i) Shri Parleswar, Assistant Administrative 

Officer, transfered to GTC, Nagpur from 

CIRCOT, Mumbai on 29th May, 2015.    

(ii) Shri Yogesh Pathare, Assistant 

Administrative Officer, joined CIRCOT, 

Mumbai from GTC, Nagpur on 30th May, 

2015.     

 

 

 

Accolades 

Tereza T. D’Souza, Personal Assistant, 

Mechanical Processing Division, have 

participated in the First National 

Mercantile/Corporate Masters Track & Field 

Championship - 2015 held on 8-10th May, 2015 

at University Stadium, Marine Lines, Mumbai. 

She won the following awards  

 

(i) Walking Race – Second Place  

(ii) 4 X 100 Relay – Second Place 

 

 

Tereza T. D’souza received awards from 

Shri Arthur Fernandes, Executive Committee 

Member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personnel 

 

Personnel  
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Upcoming Events 

 

ICAR short course on ‘Fermentation Technology for value addition to cotton by-product and 

biomass’ scheduled on 7-16th, September, 2015. 
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ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDANCE 

The Director 

ICAR-Central Institute for Research on Cotton Technology 

DARE, Ministry of Agriculture, Govt. of India 

Adenwala Road, Matunga (E), Mumbai – 400 019 

Ph: 022 - 24127273/76;  Fax: 022 – 24157239 

For feed back: e-mail: icarcircot.news@gmail.com 

www.circot.res.in 

mailto:icarcircot.news@gmail.com

