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Action Plan 
The scientists of the KVK actively participated in the action plan review workshop organised at KVK Chintamani and prepared the KVK-BRD Action Plan (2013-14) to conduct three on farm testings, 14 frontline demonstrations, 26 institutional trainings and 17 off campus trainings for 2013-14. The proposal was approved by ICAR and the plan of work and calendar of operations for conducting these programmes have been prepared by the KVK scientists. The activities planned for the first quarter have been started as per the schedule.
Trainings
Training programme on ‘Safe Use of Pesticide and Quality Control” was conducted in collaboration with Department of Agriculture, GOK for 90 dealers of agriculture inputs and agriculture officers of the Department on 21-05-2013.  Mr.Narayana Reddy, Joint Director of Agriculture (Bangalore Rural Dist.) inaugurated the programme and                 Dr. K.N. Srinivasappa, Programme Coordinator, KVK, Bangalore Rural cautioned the ill effects of excessive use of pesticides on cost of production and also on human health.  Dr.Thippeswamy, Associate Professor, Department of Acarology, UAS, GKVK delivered guest lecture on ‘Safe use of pesticide and its management in agriculture’.            Dr.C. P. Manjula, SMS(Plant Protection) also served as resource person and briefed the extension functionaries regarding the importance of concentration of spray solution, compatibility and scheduling of the spray for good crop protection programme. 
[image: F:\Ganesh\Newsletter\New folder\Dr.K.N.Srinivasappa, PC, KVK-BRD distributing certificates to participants in Boochetana training programme.JPG]Institutional training (sponsored) for five days on ‘Soil Health and Fertility Management in dry land agriculture (Boochethana) was conducted to 27 farmer’s facilitators of Devanahalli and Doddaballapur taluks of Bangalore Rural District from 11th – 15th June, 2013 in collaboration with Department of Agriculture, Bangalore Rural District.  Resource persons from KVK BRD, NSC, Bangalore and Department of Statistics trained the farmers on importance of soil testing; role of macro & micro nutrients; soil and water conservation techniques in dry land agriculture; integrated pest and disease management and various scientific methods of crop cultivation practices in dry land.  
Two Bimonthly workshops were organised during this quarter. In 18th April 2013 workshop, a guest lecture on 'Role of Biofertilizers and Biopesticides in soil health management' was delivered by Mrs. Vasanthi, SMS (Soil Science) and Dr. B.S. Lalitha, SMS (Agronomy) delivered another lecture on 'Scientific Cultivation of Improved Fodder Crops' for 34 officials of line department.

[image: F:\Ganesh\Newsletter\New folder\SMS(Plant Protection) briefing on safe use of pesticides & quality control.JPG]
The second workshop was conducted on 13.6.13 at KVK in which 36 officials from the line departments participated. During this event a special lecture on Scientific cultivation practices of improved varieties of Ragi and Redgram in dryland was delivered by Dr. B.S. Lalitha, SMS (Agronomy). 

A three day off campus training programme was organised at Vijayapura during 8-10, May, 2013 in which 45 women participants were trained on gender sensitization on women empowerment by SMS(Home Science) & SMS (Soil Science).
[image: F:\Ganesh\Newsletter\New folder\Vocational training programme on value addition.JPG]Vocational training programme on 'Value Addition and Market Linkage in Mango and Jack' was organised for one week from 11-17, June, 2013 at KVK, Hadonahalli. Thirteen rural youth women participated in the training. Dr. Savita, SMS Home Science, trained them on preparing value added products of mango and jack and all of them had hands on practice on preparing over 10 products such as papad, jam, mixture, halva, juice, chips, RTS, Squash.  Importance of packaging, branding and labeling was discussed and demonstrated by Dr. Savita S. Manganavar, SMS(Home Science).  Dr. Kalpana, Associate Professor, Post Harvest Scheme, served as resource person and demonstrated the preparation of jack fruit jam and squash. The advantages and limitations of various types of markets was discussed in detail with the participants by Dr. Ganesamoorthi, SMS (Agricultural Extension). Further one exposure visit to Mango and Jack Mela organised at Lalbaugh, Bangalore in which these trainees practically observed the demand for value added products and active sale of value added products of mango and jack.
Guest Lectures
KVK scientists served as resource person in KVK, Department of Agriculture and NGO organised programmes and delivered eight guest lectures covering 273 farmers in the areas like  value addition in mango, jack, soil health and fertility management, organic farming and biofertilisers.
Front Line Demonstrations (FLDs)
Frontline demonstration on Ragi variety ML-365 has been initiated in Bidalipura village of Devenahalli taluk. FLD on Management of water and weeds through plastic mulching in tomato was initiated in Kodihalli village of Doddaballapura taluk in which 5 selected tomato growers have been provided the critical input like plastic films for mulching.
FLD on value addition to jack was initiated  with two SHGs namely Bhagyajothy Stri Shakti Mahila Swasahaya Sangha and Sri Gowri Stri Shakti Mahila Swasahaya Sangha of Kachahalli and Melakote Cross of Doddaballapura taluk. They have been trained to package, brand  and market the value added products of Jack. The process of establishment of production units is under progress.
Extension Activities
During this quarter, over 500 extension activities were organised in which more than 5000 farmers have participated. Some of the significant activities are farmer scientist interaction, timely tips and information for farmers through SMS, exposure visits and celebration of world environment day on 5th June 2013.  
World Forest Day was celebrated at KVK in collaboration with I&D centre on Biofuel on 15.04.13. Dr. Nagaraju, AICRP on agroforestry delivered a lecture to the 64 farmers gathered on importance of forest and its resource conservation. 
[image: F:\Ganesh\Newsletter\New folder\Celebration of World Environment Day1.jpg]World Environment Day was organised by KVK on 05th June 2013 at Government Higher Primary School, Kodihalli. Dr.K.N.Srinivasappa, Programme Coordinator, emphasized on importance of environment day and means of protecting it.  Smt B.G.Vasanthi, SMS (Soil Science) briefed  about the environmental pollution and also strategies to reduce it. Ms. Kavitha, Project Assistant, I&D centre on biofuels explained about the various biofuel plants and importance of planting in relation to nature.  As a mark of identity biofuel plants such as pongamia and neem were planted in the school premises.  Farmers of Kodihalli village, students and staff of the primary school participated in the programme .
[image: F:\Ganesh\Newsletter\New folder\Smt B.G.Vasanthi, SMS(SS&AC) demonstration about Soil management.JPG]Soil Health camp was organized by KVK BRD on 09-06-2013 at Adihosahalli village of Nelamangala Taluk. Smt Vasanthi B.G. SMS (Soil Science)  created awareness among farmers on importance of soil testing, its advantage and also the ways of maintaining soil health and fertility status. Dr.C. P .Manjula, SMS (Crop Protection) sensitized the farmers on soil borne diseases and practices by which it can be managed.  At the end, method demonstrations on soil sampling were carried out with 42 farmers and 20 soil samples were collected from farmers fields.
Services and Sale of technological inputs 
Over 200 soil and water samples brought by farmers were analysed and suitable agro-advisories were provided to the farmers during this quarter.  Nearly 250 quality horticultural planting materials were purchased by the farmers from the plant propagation unit of KVK.
Plant health clinic 
Seven field visits were made by the KVK scientists for diagnosis to the problematic fields in tomato and potato and suitable pest and disease management advisories were provided for 53 farmers. 
Human Resource Development 
Dr.C.P.Manjula, SMS(Plant Protection) participated in the winter school training programme entitled ‘Production Protocol for Bioagents & Biopesticides and Quality Assessment and Quality Management of Biopesticides”  at NIPHM, Department of Agriculture & Cooperation, Govt. of India, Rajendranagar, Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh and gained advanced knowledge and skills  on Production and Assessment of various bio pesticides and bio agents in crop production activities.
KVK Instructional Farm
KVK farm pond has been desilted to harvest rainwater and in turn recharge borewells of the farm during the monsoon. Sowing of Redgram (BRG-2) has been taken up for seed production in an area of 1.88 hectares.  
Production of Quality Planting Material / Inputs
A net income of Rs. 62347 was added to the revolving fund in this quarter through production of quality planting material, micronutrient mixture, etc. Further, an income of Rs. 1.43 lakh has been added to the revolving fund through various activities of KVK farm and demonstration units. 
Important Visitors
A team of scientists from Purdue University, USA lead by Dr. Raghothama visited KVK, Bangalore Rural District on 7th May 2013 and interacted with the KVK scientists on the programmes organised for the farmers of the district and visited demonstration units of KVKs and farmers fields where IFS model was adopted.
Plan for July - Sep, 2013
Farmers Field School on Integrated Crop Management on tomato has been planned to start in Kalludevanahalli  village of Doddaballapura taluk. Innovative approach on marketing of grapes will be continued in Bidaganahalli village of Devanahalli taluk. Further, nine institutional trainings have been planned to be conducted for the farmers, extension personnel and rural youth and the details are given below. 
	Sl. No.
	Title of the training
	Duration
	Participants
	Dates

	1. 
	Integrated nutrient management in rainfed farming
	3 days
	Farmers
	1-3, July 2013

	2. 
	Production and value addition techniques for minor millets
	3 days
	Farmers
	16-18, July 2013

	3. 
	Development of entrepreneurship skills in  production and marketing of bio inputs
	5 days
	Rural Youth
	22-26, July 2013

	4. 
	Health and nutrition education with special reference to women and children
	3 days
	Extension Personnel
	6-8, August 2013

	5. 
	Natural resource management
	5 days
	Rural Youth
	19-23, August 2013

	6. 
	ICM on agricultural and horticultural Crops
	2 days
	Extension Personnel
	26-27, August 2013

	7. 
	Market information management
	3 days
	Farmers
	27-29, August 2013

	8. 
	Micronutrient management and foliar application techniques for vegetable crops
	3 days
	Farmers
	11-13, September  2013

	9. 
	Forage crop production and storage management techniques
	3 days
	Farmers
	23-25, September 2013
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