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ABSTRACT

Fin.di_n.gs ol _lhi§ study revealed that 4] the selected animal husbandry
activities. majority of the farm women possessed medium Jevel skill. Majorin
of the respondents belonging (o backward castc, Joint family. and having
cultivation or service as their main family occupation, posscssed higher skills in
animal husbandry. In (o1, skills of farm women In animal husbandrny' were
found to be positively and significantly associated with age. family cducation
staws. dairy herd size, duration of maintaining livestock unit, mass media
cXposure, extension agent contact and combined score of mass media exposure
plus cxtension agent contact. Out of all the independent variables. only
cxtension. agent contact and duration of maintaining livestock unit were found
lo cxert positive and significant influence over skills of farm women in aninal
husbandry.

INTRODUCTION

Women folk have been a major source in the advancement of human
civilization. Their contribution towards the development of agricultural and animal
husbandry practices cannot be questioned. Although they provide their contribution
in these fields it has hardly been noticed. The primary duty of women is to
manage the home. In many tamilies about 70 to S0 percent time of the women
is utilized in household work. Still they carry out many farm activities like giving
feed, fodder and water to animals, bringing grasses and todder from tields. milking
and preparing dairy products etc. It is an established fact that majority ot our
rural women do not know the scientific way of carrying out these tasks. So it
becomes increasingly important that the skills related to these activities of the tarm
women are measured, so that necessary skill training could be provided to them.

Very limited studies have been conducted by tl)c soctal scientists  on
Measurement of skills of farmers/farm women through actual performance test.
Most of the studies conducted so far in India on the measurement of skills are
based on verba expression or self perceived method. The self perceived method
being subjective in nature does not give the correct picture about the ability f‘"d
competency’ of a person to perform a particular skill. Keeping the above points
in view the present study was taken up to measure the skills of farm women in
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total of 30 respondents. The data was collected

gkill in the present study was operationg]

husbandry operation accurately with mip;

mum time, energy and at ease.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The study was conducted in Mudia vi|l,

Bareilly district of Uttar Pradesh. For gelec
women owning livestock was prepared,

landless, miarignal and small farmers categ

ge situated in Bithrichainpur block of
tion of respondents 4 list of all farm
From them 10 farm women each of
ory were selected randomly having a

with the help of structured
interview schedule as well as through observation or performance tests. From the

list of animal husbandry practices performed by farm women as reported by

Agrawal (1987), Prasad et al. (1988), the following major animal hubsandry
practices which involve high skills were selected:

S1. Activity Test used
No. .

I Management of milch animal Developed

2 Preparation of balanced ration for animals Fulzele (1982)

3 Care and feeding of new born calves Fulzellel(gls:) )

; amal (
4 Clean milk production J.dm: N
5 Preparation and feeding of home made Jama
concentrate mixture fammal. Kunzra & Sagar (1988

6 Curd making

trum of

I l]es E . , .

i + eeding an
| i ' little role in breeding
volvement of farm women, since they have very,

care aspects,

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

. . omen :
acter of the Farm Wom

S0cio-Personal and Communicational Chamatzle‘nstts'cfvcre belonging to middie

. : as respon : ity
Majori , selected as resp - ith medium fanily
agej grty of(ztl;c4§ann W())m}::ékward caste, nuclear famlfly w:\t/onwn r

Oup -43 years), b jority of the tarm v L
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medium family educaiton status. Majority of the

level of extension agent contact was medium.
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. qkill Level of Farm Women in Animal Husbandry :

that majority of the farm women had medium ley
qnimal husbandry practices. In total, nearly 63,
" okills in animal husbandry,

~ ad high skills in animal husbandry operations.
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espondents were rearing livestock
pondents was very low while the

Table 1 clearly indicates
el of skills in all the selected

' respondents possessed medium
while 20 percent had low skill Very few respondents

Table 1. Distribution of farm women according to their skill level in

various animal husbandry activities

SI. Activity Skill level No. of Percent
No respondents
| n=30
. Low (0-60.97) 6 20
| Management of muleh g iy (60.98-76.57) 21 70
Hmimls High (76.58 & above) 3 10
Low (0-53.97) 6 20
,  Preparation of balanced /(o (53.98-73.03) 20 66.67
ration for aniamls High (73.04 & above) 4 13.33
Low (0-46.07) 4 13.2
3 Care and feeding of new Medium (46.08-66.33) 20 66.
born calves High (66.34 & above) 6 20
| 3.33
Low (0-60.88) 4 ‘73 "
i i Medium (60.89-78.72) 22 :
4 Clean milk production G 4 13.33
- High (78.73 & abovc)
. 5 16.67
: 0-62.55)
Preparation and feeding LOW_( 5-77.35) 21 70
S Medium (62.50-77.
of home made _ & above) 4 13.33
concentrate mixture High (77.36 o
3
Low (0-67.12) ” 80
5 Curd maki Medium (67 13-82.86) y
aking ! Jbave) 3
High (82.87 & above .
‘ 2
Low (0-369-3) 169 63.33
Overall skill in animal Medium (369.4-437.06) 16.67
husbandry High (437.07 & above) 8 e
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Relationship Between Skills of Farm Women in Animal Husbandry and S

Selected !nd.ependent. Variables - A careful perusal of Table 2 é?e;‘ll] sh(z)r\':':
that age, mm”)f education status, dairy herd size. duration of maint;inin I?vestock
unit. mass media exposure (MME), extensjon agent contact (EAC) and isformation
source utilization i.e. (MME+EAC) had 4 positive and significant relationship with
skills Qt farm women in the selected animal husbandry practices. Family size
educational status and land holding were found to have no significant rclatibl1sl1ip;

pra_ctices. The results of this table reveals the

livestock unit increase, the amount of time devoted to a particular activity also
increases. This results in improved skills. Mass media exposure and extension
agent contact also help in improving: the skills of an individual. This is because
as a person is getting more and more exposure to different mass media like TV
radio, exhibition, farmers fair etc., he/she is gaining more knowledge and leamning
new ways of performing activities, which in tumn is helping him/her to imrpove
his/her skills.

Data in Table 3 shows the regression analysis of skills of farm women in
animal husbandry activities - a dependent variable with other independent variables.
The regrsssion model explained 49% variability of the studied variables. Duration
of maintaining livestock unit exerted positive and highly significant influence over
the skills of farm women in animal husbandry. The reason is quite obvious. that
as an individual is more and more exposed to the activities related to animatl
husbandry he or she gets practice and experience. These practice and experience
keep on increasing with the range of time, resulting in improved skills. Similarly
extension agent contact also had positive and significant influence over the skills
of farm women. None of the other variable showed any statistically significant
contribution towards the skills of farm women in animal husbandry activities.

CONCLUSIONS

The results of this study establish the fact that farm women of the selected
village had medium level of skills in animal husbandry activities. Low level of
Mass media exposure could be one reason for.thcir medium skill 'le\‘el inl animal
husbandry activities. Age was found to be an important factor which affected the
skills of farm women in animal husbandry enterprisc. It was also found that
¢ducation did not influence the skill level of an individual while the family
education status did affect the skills. Duration of maintaining livestock unit and
extension agent contact were found to have a positive effect in enhancing the skills

of farm women in animal husbandry.
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Table 3. Regression analysis of skills of f;

: Ol Tarm women in animal husbandry activities -a
dependent variable with other independent variables.

:1; Independent variable Regression ‘' value
Coefficient (b)
I Age 0.844 0.97
2 Family Education status 0.684 1.009
3 Dairy Herd size 0.312 0.319
4  -Duration of Maintaining Livestock Unit 0.58 5.250**
5 Extension agent contact (EAC) 1.473 2.450*
6 . Mass-media exposure (MME) 0.314 0.514
7 Infonnation source utilization (EAC+MME) 0.586 1.715

* Significant at 5% level of probability.
** Significant at 1% level of probability.
R? value = 49.45%

A careful perusal of findings of the study clearly suggest a need to organise
training programme and demonstration in the particular village, to improve skills
of farm women in animal husbandry enterprise. The study also focused on the fact
that majority of the farm women were illiterate and were unable to utilize a
number of mass media like phamplets, farm publications, news papers etc.
Therefore, the first priority of any extension agency should bc_ to ma}cc the farm
women of this village literate, so that they can autilize the available literature for
improving their knowledge as well as skills.
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