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From the Director’s Desk

Cleanliness is the first step towards 
godliness. As we all know, India is 

on Swacch Bharat Mission for a healthy 
society. Plantation crops are considered 
as environmentally clean niches for 
maintaining sustainable living on the 
planet. This not only gives rejuvenating 
feeling for its dweller, but also maintains 
the natural resources balance both in the 
land as well as in the atmosphere. To this 
direction, CPCRI has made an initiation for 
year-long cleanliness drive, starting from 
25-09-2014 in its campus and spreading 
message of Swaccha Bharat Mission 
outside the campus. CPCRI Recreation Club 
donated its contribution for construction of 
public toilet in Kumbla in collaboration 
with Kumbla Grama Panchayat.

Good agricultural practices (GAPs) are 
the basic necessity for any farming to be 
sustainable and remunerative in the long 
run. Maintaining GAPs helps not only to 
keep the environment clean but also keeps 
the pests and diseases away resulting in 
better productivity without polluting the 
land and water. Essence of it is through 
weeding, soil and water conservation, 
integrated nutrient management, 
integrated pest and disease management, 
clean development mechanism without 
emissions, using biodegradable items 
and recycling of biological wastes through 
composting and maintaining energy 
efficiency.

I wish to convey the stakeholders of the 
mandate crops and also the common 
public in the region that GAPs are invest-
ment for better living and sustainability of 
the farming, which need not be considered 
as costly as against cheeper and harmful 
alternatives. I also call upon the farmers 
and developmental agencies to maintain 
their holdings clean and healthy and join 
hands to achieve the national mission for 
cleanliness.

Dr. P. Chowdappa

Dr. Chowdappa joins as CPCRI Director
Dr. P. Chowdappa has joined as Director, ICAR - Central Plantation Crops Research 
Institute, Kasaragod on 6th September, 2014. He is a renowned Plant Pathologist with 
about 29 years of research experience in horticultural crops including plantation crops. 
He is the ninth Director of ICAR-CPCRI, who succeeds Dr. George V. Thomas, who re-
tired from service on 31-08-2014.
Dr. Chowdappa was earlier serving the Indian Institute of Horticultural Research, Ban-
galore as National Network Coordinator (leaf spot diseases). He is recipient of various 
national and international awards and is the fellow of National Academy of Biological 
Sciences, Chennai, Indian Phytopathological Society, New Delhi and Confederation of 
Horticultural Association of India, New Delhi.
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HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT

Botanical cake in tablet form has 

been developed for effective field 

delivery and sustained release of 

active ingredients upon placement 

on palm leaf axils for subduing 

rhinoceros beetle incursions. In 

comparison to other molecules, bo-

tanical tablet (of about 1.9 g with 

diameter of 2.5 cm and thickness of 

4.0 mm) passed inside the leaf axils 

when the spindle emerge out and 

was identified as the best mode of 

delivery of the botanical prepara-

tion. Field evaluation of the botan-

ical cake is in progress indicating 

preliminary encouraging results.

Botanical cake to control rhinoceros beetle

Training within India

Awards / Honours

Botanicals in tablet form for control of 
rhinoceros beetle

Hon’ble Union Minister for Agriculture, Shri Radha Mohan 
Singh and Minister for State Dr. Sanjeev Kumar Balyan 

handing over the award to Dr. Saritha Hegde

Best Poster Award for the 
paper entitled “Subduing red 
palm weevil attack on coconut 
through fine-tuned management 
approaches” by Josephrajkumar, 
A., Chandrika Mohan, Sunny 
Thomas, Namboothiri, C.G.N. 
and Shanavas, M. was conferred 
during the National Conference on 
Sustainability of coconut, arecanut 
and cocao farming- Technological 
Advances and Way forward, held 
at CPCRI, Kasaragod during 22-23 

August, 2014.

Jawaharlal Nehru 
Award

 On the occasion of 

86th ICAR foundation 

day held at New Delhi 

on 29th July,2014  ICAR 

award for the year 2013 

in the field of Social 

Sciences was conferred 

to Dr. Saritha Hegde for 

the doctoral research 

work entitled “Evaluation 

of genetically diversified 
red rice as functional food with special refer-

ence to lactational performance”.

RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS

Name and Designation	 Title of training course	 Place and Duration

Dr. D. Jaganathan, Scientist 	 CAFT training on ‘Futuristic Agricultural	 IARI,  New Delhi  

(Ag. Extn.)	 extension approaches and tools’ 	 03-09-2014 to 23-09-2014

Dr. S. Elain Apshara, Senior 	 Workshop on ‘Developing Winning	 NAARM, Hyderabad 

Scientist (Hort.)	  Research Proposals’	 09-09-2014 to 11-09-2014

Smt. Lekha G., SMS	 IPM in important crops of Puducherry,	 PKKVK,  

(Plant Pathology) 	 Puducherry, Tamil Nadu and Kerala	 10-09-2014 to12-09-2014

Dr. G. Rajeev, Asst. Chief Technical 	 ‘Gahan Hindi Karyasala’	 Central Hindi Training  

Officer and Shri. K.M. Ansary, 		  Institute, New Delhi 

Technical Assistant -T4		  25-08-2014 to 29-08-2014
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PUBLICATIONS
Research paper

Naganeeswaran S., Manimekalai 
R., Elain Apshara S., Manju K. P., 
Malhotra S. K.and Anitha Karun. 
2014. Standalone EST microsatel-
lite mining and analysis tool (SE-
MAT) for automated EST-SSR anal-
ysis in plants. Tree Genetics and 
Genomics. DOI 10.1007/s11295-
014-0785-2.

Presentations in Conferences/ Sym-
posia/ Seminars

Muralidharan, K., Rajesh, M.K., 
Muralikrishna, K. S., Jesmi Vi-
jayan, and Jayasekhar, S.  2014. 
Book of Abstracts. National 
Conference on ‘Sustainability of 
Coconut, Arecanut and Cocoa 
Farming- Technological Advanc-
es and Way Forward’, 22-23 
August 2014, CPCRI, Kasara-
god. p. 117.

Akhil, V., Rajesh, M. K., Hemal-
atha, N., Naganeeswaran, S., 
Anoop Raj, P., Anitha Karun and 
George V. Thomas. A machine 
learning approach for detection 
of DELLA proteins, a key compo-
nent of gibberellic acid si gnal-
ling. pp 38.

Alagar, M., Jaganathan, D., Na-
garaja, N. R. and Purandhara, 
C. Integrated root grub man-
agement in arecanut – A success 
story. pp 93.

Amal Vasu, Akhil, V., Rajesh, 
M. K. , Hemalatha, N., Naga-
neeswaran, S.,Anoop Raj, P., 
Chandran, K.P., Anitha Karun 
and George V. Thomas. COCM-
AP-Pred: An algorithm for pre-

diction of domains in coconut 
MAP kinases developed using 

soft computing techniques. pp 

40.

Anitha Karan, Sajini, K.K., 

Radha, E., Muralikrishna, K. S. 

and Rajesh, M. K. Biotechnologi-

cal research in coconut and are-

canut- current status and future 

strategies. pp 23.

Anithakumari, P., Muralidha-

ran, K. and Thejaswibhai. Im-

pact of extension interventions 

in technology integration project 

among coconut communities. 

pp 113.

Arivalagan, M., Manikantan, 

M.R., Sugatha, P., Hebbar, K.B. 

and Santosh R. Kanade. Total 

polyphenolics content and an-

tioxidant potential of coconut 

haustorium at different matura-

tion levels. pp 105.

Basavaraju, T.B., Prashanth, M. 

and Maheswarappa, H.P. Yield 

and economics of coconut under 

fertigation. pp 68.

Chalapathi Rao, N.B.V., Ra-

manandam, G. and Maheswara-

ppa, H.P Studies on compatibil-

ity of Goniozus nephantidis with 

the most commonly used chem-

ical pesticides in Coconut based 

cropping systems. pp 89.

Chandran, K. P., Jose, C. T., Ja-

ganathan, D., Jayasekhar, S., 

Muralidharan, K. and Thamban, 

C. Yield prediction in cocoa us-

ing pre-harvest observations. pp 
114.

Chandrika Mohan, Anithaku-
mari, P., Josephrajkumar, A., 
Devika, S., Rasiya, K.H. and 
Sangeetha, S. Area wide man-
agement of rhinoceros beetle 
infestation on coconut by farm 
level capacity building. pp 91.

Dhanapal, R. Recent advances 
in crop production technologies 
of coconut. pp 58.

Gangaraj, K.P., Monica, V., 
Amal Vasu, Akhil, V., Shafeeq 
Rahman, Rajesh, M. K., Anitha 
Karun and George V. Thomas. 
Structural studies and homology 
modelling of coconut ent-copalyl 
diphosphate synthase. pp 41.

Gayathri, K., Yashashwini, N., 
Niral, V., Samsudeen, K., Jerard, 
B.A. Identification of inflores-
cence based descriptor traits for 
robust characterization of coco-
nut varieties. pp 46.

Gurav, S.S., Khandekar, R.G., 
Sawant, V.S, Narangalkar, A.L. 
and Maheswarappa, H.P. Sce-
nario of coconut pests in Konkan 
region of Maharashtra. pp 87.

Hebbar, K.B., Kumar, M., Arival-
agan, M. and Padmanabhan, S. 
Implications of climate change 
in coconut sector. pp 76.

Jaganathan, Thamban, C., Jose, 
C. T., Jayasekhar, S. and Chan-
dran, K. P. Analysis of organic 
farming practices in arecanut in 
South India. pp 112.

Jayasekhar, S., Chandran, K.P., 
Thamban, C. and Muralidha-
ran, K. Imperativeness of sta-
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bilized prices in the system of 
innovation: The case of coconut 
sector. pp 116.

Jeena Mathew, Krishnakumar, 
V. and Narayanan Namboothi-
ri, C.G. Characterization of soil 
and plant nutrients in boron de-
ficient coconut palms grown in 
Entisol. pp 63.

Jeena Mathew, Selvamani, V. 
and Subramanian, P. Spatial 
variability in soil fertility in coco-
nut growing Onattukara sandy 
soil –a case study. pp 66.

Jerard, B.A., Jacob, P.M., Sam-
sudeen, K. and Joseph Rajku-
mar, A. Performance evaluation 
of coconut accessions at Mini-
coy, Lakshadweep. pp 39.

Jerard, B.A., Jacob, P.M., Sam-
sudeen, K., Regi Jacob Thomas 
and Arunachalam, V. Evaluation 
of locally produced coconut hy-
brids at Minicoy, Lakshadweep. 
pp 30.

Jesmi Vijayan, Muralidharan, 
P., Lekha, G. and Vinay Moghe. 
Climate change and its potential 
impact on insect. pp 80.

Jose, C.T., Chandran, K.P., Mu-
ralidharan, K., Jaganathan, 
D. and Jayasekhar, S. Spatial 
smoothing technique for iden-
tifying pre-potent trees from a 
large plantation. pp 115.

Josephrajkumar, A., Chandrika 
Mohan, Sunny Thomas, Nam-
boothiri, C.G.N. and Shanavas, 
M. Subduing red palm weevil 
attack on coconut through fine-
tuned management approach-
es. pp 86.

Kalavathi, S. and Anithaku-

mari, P. Integrated model coco-

nut clusters: Participatory action 

management pp 117.

Khadeejath Rajeela, T.H., 

Alka Gupta, Murali Gopal, 

Vinayaka Hegde and George  

V. Thomas.  In vitro compatibility of 

coconut and cocoa plant growth  

promoting rhizobacteria (PGPR) 

with biocontrol agent Trichoder-

ma harzianum. pp 65.

Khandekar, R.G., Nagwekar, 

D.D., Maheswarappa, H.P., 

Sawant, V.S., Gurav, S.S. and 

Haldankar, P.M. Performance of 

Morinda citrifolia as mixed crop 

in coconut under Konkan region 

of Maharashtra. pp 64.

Krishnakumar, V. Technologies 

for management of root (wilt) 

disease of coconut. pp 82.

Lakshmi Jayaraj, K., Bhavy-

ashree, U., Shafeeq Rahman, 

Murali Krishna, K.S., Sajini, 

K.K., Rajesh, M.K., Anitha 

Karun. Electrophoretic analysis 

of protein patterns in embry-

ogenic and non-embryogenic 

tissues derived through coconut 

plumule culture. pp 47.

M’bo Kacou Antoine Alban, Sha-

feeq Rahman, Elain Apshara, S. 

and Rajesh, M. K. Identification 

and validation of true hybrids 

of cocoa (Theobroma cacao L.) 

through microsatellite markers. 

pp 50.

Madhavan, K. Post harvest pro-

cessing and value addition for 

enhanced profitability in coco-

nut. pp 97.

Maheswarappa, H.P. and Rajku-

mar. Cropping system models 

of coconut for different agro-cli-

matic regions. pp 60.

Manikantan, M.R., Mathew, 

A.C., Kingsly, A.R.P. and Sajid 

Alavi. Moisture dependent flow 

specific physical properties of 

coconut milk residue flour and 

its incorporation on operative 

rheological properties of cereal 

flours. pp 104.

Manjula, C., Samsudeen, K and 

Sugatha, P. Fatty acid composi-

tion of oil from coconut (Cocos 

nucifera L.) ecotypes growing 

in two Agro-climatic regions of 

Kerala. pp 45.

Mathew, A. C, Manikantan, M. 

R. and Madhavan, K. Design 

and development of an agricul-

tural waste fired cooker for the 

production of hot processed vir-

gin coconut oil. pp 103.

Merin, B., Josephrajkumar, A., 

Rajumon, M., Devika, S., Rajeev, 

G., Gangaraj, K. P. and Vinaya-

ka H. Molecular characterization 

of phytoplasma associated with 

white leaf disease of Urochloa 

distachya –  a common weed in 

coconut plantations. pp 90.

Monica, V., Rachana, K. E., 

Gangaraj, K.P., Amal Vasu, Ra-

jesh, M. K., Anitha Karun and 

George V. Thomas. Structure 

determination of CMT-type DNA 

methyltransferase protein in co-

conut. pp 42.

Muralidharan, K. Current status 

of coconut industry in India. pp 

107.
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Muralidharan, K., Jayasekhar, 

S., Chandran, K. P. and Tham-

ban, C. Impact analysis of im-

proved coconut varieties devel-

oped by CPCRI. pp 110.

Nair, R. V., Thomas, R.J., Sha-

reefa, M. and Krishnakumar, V. 

Advancements in breeding for 

resistance to coconut root (wilt) 

diseases. pp. 28.

Nanthakumar, A. , Shafeeq 

Rahman, Rijith, J., Rajesh, M. K., 

Jerard, B.A., Samsudeen, K. and 

Anitha Karun. Molecular charac-

terization of orange dwarf coco-

nut accessions using microsatel-

lite markers. pp 49.

Nidhina, K., Sharadraj, K.M., 

Shwetha, P.V., Prathibha, V. H. 

and Vinayaka Hegde. Exploring 

the bio-control potentiality of 

Trichoderma spp. against Phy-

tophthora palmivora. pp 95.

Prathibha, P. S., Subaharan, K. 

and Kumar, A.R.V. Epizootics 

and natural enemies of palm 

white grubs, Leucopholis spp. 

(Scarabaeidae: Melolonthinae). 

pp 94.

Rachana, K. E., Rajesh, M. K., 

Regi Jacob Thomas, Sharee-

fa, M., Merin Babu and Anitha 

Karun.  Comparative analysis 

of expression levels of NBS-LRR 

type resistant gene analogues 

(RGAs) in coconut. pp 43.

Rahul, C.U., Naganeeswaran, 

S., Rajesh, M.K. and George V. 

Thomas. Discovery of miRNA’s 

in genomes of Phytophthora 

ssp. using computational tools. 

pp 44.

Rajeev, M.S. and Muralidharan, 
P. Varada – an ideal ginger vari-
ety for intercropping in coconut 
gardens. pp 67.

Rajeshkumar, P. P., George V. 
Thomas, Alka Gupta and Murali 
Gopal. Species diversity, rich-
ness and the degree of coloni-
zation of arbuscular mycorrhizal 
fungi in coconut palm in a crop 
mixed agro-ecosystem. pp 72.

Rajkumar. Compatibility of en-
tomopathogenic nematode with 
neonicotinoid insecticide under 
laboratory condition. pp 88.

Ravi Bhat and Sujatha, S. Pro-
duction systems management 
for sustainability and profitability 
in arecanut. pp 54.

Sabana, A. A., Rajesh, M. K., 
Rachana, K. E., Ananda, K.S. 
and Anitha Karun. Assessment 
of genetic diversity of arecanut 
accessions using SCoT markers. 
pp 37.

Sawant, V.S., Khandekar, R.G., 
Gurav, S.S., Maheswarappa, 
H.P. and Haldankar, P.M. Initial 
performance of location specif-
ic coconut hybrid combinations 
under Konkan agro climatic 
conditions. pp 69.

Selvamani, V., Subramanian, P., 
Surekha, Ravi Bhat and Jeena 
Mathew. Developing site specific 
nutrient management practices 
for increasing the coconut pro-
ductivity at farm level using GIS. 
pp 70.

Shafeeq Rahman, Sabana, A.A., 
Gangaraj, K.P., Rajesh, M.K., 
Jerard, B.A. and Anitha Karun. 

Identification of SNPs in gib-
berellin 20-oxidase (GA 20-ox) 
gene between tall and dwarf ac-
cessions of coconut. pp 36.

Shareefa, M., Raju, C. R. and 
Thomas, R. J. Standardization 
of inoculation media for direct 
shoot formation in immature in-
florescence culture of coconut. 
pp 48.

Smita Nair, Gangaraj, K.P. and 
Vinayaka Hegde. Isolation and 
characterization of partial secA 
Gene of arecanut yellow leaf 
disease phytoplasma. pp 92.

Subramanian, P., Harisha, C. 
B. and Ravi Bhat. Cultivation of 
vegetables as intercrops in co-
conut garden through organic 
matter recycling under sandy 
soil condition. pp 62.

Surekha, Subramanian, P., Ravi 
Bhat, Maheshwarappa, H.P., Sel-
vamani, V. and Santhosh, P. Ef-
fect of different mulches on weed 
biomass and yield of turmeric in 
coconut based high density multi 
species cropping system. pp 71.

Thamban, C., Mathew, A. C. 
and Jayasekhar, S. Micro irriga-
tion technology in coconut farm-
ing - analysing the field level uti-
lisation pattern. pp 111.

Vidhan Singh, T. Farm mechani-
zation in coconut: Current status 
and future need. pp 101.

Vinayaka Hegde, Merin Babu 
and Josephrajkumar, A. Root 
(wilt) disease of coconut and 
yellow leaf disease of arecanut: 
Present status and future strate-
gies. pp 84.
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Popular article

Elain Apshara, S. 2014. Clonal 
evaluation of cocoa hybrids and 
their parents.  The Cashew and 
Cocoa J. 3(3): 17- 21.

Jissy George and Muralidharan, P. 
2014. Processing and marketing 
of turmeric and oriental pick-
ling melon-success of two wom-
en groups. Kerala Karshakan, 
60(2): 36-37.

Josephrajkumar, A., Sunny Thom-
as, Shanavas, M. and Chandri-
ka Mohan 2014. Managing the 
hidden villain in coconut gar-
den. Kerala Karshakan e-journal 
2(4): 21-27.

Lekha, G. and Muralidharan, P. 
2014. Girija’s Sneha mush-
room. Karshakan, 22(9): 37, 
47.

Rajeev, M.S and Muralidharan, P. 
2014. Arka Abha- a tomato va-
riety suitable for Kerala. Karsha-
kan, 22(9): 46-47.

Ravi, S. and Muralidharan, P. 2014. 

Integrated duck and fish farm-

ing: A sustainable and viable 

farming system in Kerala, Kerala 

Karshakan e-Journal. 2(3): 42-

47.

Thamban, C.  2014.  A Karsha-

ka mithra to serve the coconut 

farming community. Indian Co-

conut  J. 57 (5): 20-23. 

Thamban, C.  2014.  Ini namuk-

ku kerasamrudhiyum veende-

dukkam. Karshakanadam  3 

(32):31-35 (in Malayalam).

E-Publication

Thajudin, S. and Chandrika Mohan 

2014. Bibliography on red palm 

weevil (Rhynchophorus ferrigin-

ues) - a pest of palms. www.cp-

cri.gov.in/publication/coconut.

html.

Technical bulletin

Jissy George and Muralidharan, 

P. 2014. Value added products 

from jackfruit. 32p.

Extension folders

Thamban, C., Prathibha, V.H. and 

Krishnan, M. 2014. Kavunginte 

Mahali rogam. Extension publi-

cation No. 216. CPCRI, Kasara-

god (in Malayalam).

Thamban, C., Prathibha, V.H. and 

Krishnan, M. 2014. Thenginte 

chenneerolippu rogam. Exten-

sion publication No. 214. CP-

CRI, Kasaragod (in Malayalam).

Thamban, C., Prathibha, V.H. and 

Krishnan, M. 2014. Thenginte 

koombu cheeyal-Samyojitha ni-

yanthrana reethikal. Extension 

publication No. 213. CPCRI, 

Kasaragod (in Malayalam).

Thamban, C., Prathibha, V.H. and 

Krishnan, M. 2014. Thenginte 

Thanjavur vattam. Extension 

publication No. 215. CPCRI, 

Kasaragod (in Malayalam).

TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY

Director, CPCRI visits experimental plots at Alappuzha

Dr. P. Chowdappa, Director, CP-
CRI visited the project area at  
Bharanikavu panchayat, he  
interacted with the members of the 
farm level Green Muscasrdine Fungus  
(Metarhizium anisopliae) prepa-
ration unit ‘Jaivikam’. He also vis-
ited various experimental fields 
and laboratories of CPCRI, RS,  
Kayamkulam and suggested 
imparting need-based capaci-
ty building of farmers  as well as  
conducting diagnostic field  
visits to address farm problem of 

pests of coco-

nut. He stressed 

the need to 

focus on the 

management 

of root (wilt) 

diseases and 

commerc ia l -

izing of prod-

ucts emanated 

from different 

laboratories. 
Dr. P. Chowdappa, Director interacting with scientists of RS,  

Kayamkulam
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Training programme for coconut climbers on Neera Production 
Techniques

Scientist – Farmer Interface Programme

Training Programmes

Training programme for master trainers

A training programme on neera 

production techniques for coconut 

climbers was conducted at 

Koorachundu in Kozhikode district 

during 20-30 September 2014 in 

which 20 coconut climbers from 

Palakkad, Malappuram, Kozhikode 

and Kannur districts participated. 

The training progarmme conducted 

in collaboration with Kerala 

State Coconut Development 

Corporation was inaugurated by 

Sri K.P.Mohanan, Hon’ble Minsiter 

of Agriculture, Kerala.

Dr. V. Niral, Principal Scientist, par-

ticipated in the farmers meeting 

organized by the Coconut Produc-

Seven training cum exposure visits 
on ‘Arecanut and cocoa production 
technology’ were organized at 
CPCRI, RS, Vittal for the benefit 
of 250 farmers programmes 
including lecture cum discussion 
on crop improvement, production, 
protection and processing 
technologies of arecanut and 
cocoa. 

A capacity building for mas-
ter trainers on “Techniques and 
technologies for area-wide  
community approaches in red palm 
weevil management” was conduct-
ed in the RS, Kayamkulam on 27-

09-2014. Twenty master trainers 

from two panchayats viz.,  Bhara-

Shri K.P. Mohanan, Hon’ble Minsiter of Agriculture, Kerala inaugurating the training  
programme

Farmers from Kozhikode district taking part in training programme at Kasaragod

Training for master trainers – Resource persons and master trainers at Kayamkulam

ers Society, Vorkady Panchayath, 

Kasaragod district on the occasion 

of Balaram Jayanthi on 14-09-2014 

and delivered a talk on “Coconut 

cultivation aspects with special refer-

ence to improved coconut varieties”.
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nikavu and Kandalloor were trained 

on various strategies on pest and 

disease management in coconut. 

Training included identification, 

A batch of 71 gifted students 

and 64 parents from Alappuzha 

district along with the Coordinator 

Shri Chunakkara Janardhanan 

Nair attended a special training 

CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam has 

participated in Consumer Expo 

organized by Kerala Kaumudi at the 

Dr. C. Thamban, Principal 

Scientist (Agrl. Extension)  

delivered a radio talk on  

‘Coconut production scenario 

biology, symptomology and man-

agement of rhinoceros beetle, red 

palm weevil, root (wilt) disease and 

leaf rot management. A hands on 

training was also imparted on pes-

ticide application technology and  

identification of pest inflicted symp-

toms in the field. 

Special training programme

Exhibitions

Radio programmes

Training Programmes

programme on Agriculture on  

20 – 09 - 2014 for attracting 

young generation to farming and 

to disseminate the message on 

family farming. Shri.Muralidharan 

Thazhakkara, Programme Execu-

tive, Farm and Home Programme, 

All India Radio delivered message 

on family farming to the partici-

pants.

Gokulam Ground, Kayamkulam 

during 03-15 September, 2014 and 

Karshakasree Farm Fair – 2014 by 

Malayala Manorama at Putharikandam 

Maidanam, Thiruvananthapuram 

during 24-28 September, 2014.

in Kerala - Challenges and 

opportunities’ which was broadcast 

by All India Radio, Kannur on  

02-09-2014. He also presented 

a radio talk on ‘Coconut for 

prosperity’ which was broadcast 

by All India Radio, Kozhikode on 

03-09-2014.

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Kasaragod

Total 15 training programmes 

were conducted during 

September 2014 which comprises 

of 5 on campus, 8 off campus  

programmes in which 100 

farmers and 240 farm women 

participated. Two vocational 

training programmes of 13 

days duration on nursery 

management and ornamental 

gardening and plant protection 

were also conducted in which 

51 rural youth including 26 

women doing vocational course 

in agriculture participated.

On farm trials and frontline demonstrations
The KVK had initiated four on 
farm trials on Phytophthora foot 
rot disease management of black 
pepper at Ullody, Rajapuram, 
Kookkam, Kudlu and Padiyadpu, 
soil acidity management for better 
productivity in vegetable crops 
in Bheemanadi performance of 
cassava varieties under CBFS in 
Mogral Puthur panchayat and 

performance of fodder grass 
varieties as intercrop in coconut 
gardens at Padanna Panchayat. 
Under frontline demonstrations 
KVK had carried out trials on 
sixteen demonstrations which 
include green gram variety CoGG-
8 at Mangalpady panchayat, 
demonstration of mechanized 
cultivation in paddy at Vorkady, 

micronutrient management of 
banana in laterite soils at Madikkai, 
coastal sandy soil management 
for higher coconut productivity at 
Padanna, demonstration of organic 
farming technology in coconut at 
Padanna, Prophylactic method for 
the control of bud rot in coconut 
at Manjeswar and West Eleri, HYV 
of ginger Varada and technologies 
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Value added products from oriental pickling melon
Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Alleppey

Training programmes 

to prevent crop damage due 

to wildlife intrusion. On value 

addition of seasonal fruits and 

vegetables, formulation of  biscuits, 

burfi,  and extruded products, 

banana vermicilli production as 

energy rich breakfast food, osmotic 

dehydration of seasonal fruits and 

preservation of jackfruit bulbs by 

brining were demonstrated. Visit of Dr. Srinath Dixit, Project Director to a demonstration garden

Shri. P.C.Vishnunath, MLA addressing the participants

An Entrepreneurship Development 
Programme on Maximizing income 
through value addition of Oriental 
Pickling Melon was organised 
at Cheriyanad Panchayath in 
collaboration with the Krishi 
Bhavan on the production, 
packing, labeling and marketing of 
value added products of  Oriental 
pickling melon like bath soap, 
pickle (oil and salted), RTS (ready 
to serve drink), squash, fry and face 
pack. Launching of the products 
was done by Shri. P.C.Vishnunath, 
MLA, Smt.Vilasini Karunakaran, 
President, Cheriyanad Grama 
Panchayath presided over the 
function. Nearly 150 members 
including Agricultural Officers and 
Assistants of Chengannur Block, 

Panchayath members, progressive 
farmers from nearby Panchayaths, 
CDS, ADS and members of 

KVK, Alleppey has organized 24 

training programmes benefitting 

a total number of 595 farmers/

rural youths/ extension officials 

during the period. Details of the 

training programmes were as 

follows:

Kudumbasree, school students, 
and media person attended the 
function.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
Dr. S.K. Chakrabarti, Director, CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram visited CPCRI Kasaragod on 11th September 2014.

Training	 No of batches
	 Participants

		  Men	 Women	 Total
On campus 	 12	 105	 154	 259
Off campus	 9	 121	 173	 294
Vocational trainings	 2	 4	 21	 25
Extension officials	 1	 4	 13	 17
Total	 24	 234	 361	 595
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TECHNOLOGY COMMERCIALIZATION

SYMPOSIA/ SEMINAR/CONFERENCE/ WORKSHOP ATTENDED

CELEBRATIONS

During the period, three 
technologies were commercialised. 
Collection of fresh and hygienic 
neera and production of natural 
coconut sugar was transfered non-
exclusively to Shri Ashok Kumar, 
Chamarajnagar, Karnataka and 
to Kerala State Development 
Corporation, Kozhikode. Design 
drawing of shell fired copra dryer 
to Shri V. Appu, Palakkad district, 
Kerala.

World Coconut Day

Hindi Chetana Maas

Exchange of MoA on technology licensing 
between Institute and entrepreneur 

Training on collection of neera and pro-
duction of coconut sugar

Dr. P. Chowdappa, Director inaugurating Hindi Chetana maas at CPCRI, Kasaragod

Different programmes were 
organized in connection with World 
Coconut Day at the Regional Station. 
Several coconut-based games such 
as running with coconut, dehusking, 
nut-splitting, grating, eating, spoon 
and button race, one-leg running 

Inauguration of the Hindi 

Chetana Maas was done by Dr. P. 

Chowdappa, Director, CPCRI on 

15-09-2014. He appealed all the 

staff members to do maximum use 

of Hindi in official correspondences. 

Dr. P.V. Samith, Assistant Professor, 

Pazhassiraja NSS College, 

Mattannur was the chief guest. 

During the programme message 

from the Dr. S. Ayyappan, Hon’ble 

Director General, ICAR was read.

with nut, nut-hitting, plaiting of 
leaves, climbing coconut tree, 
preparation of coconut edibles 
etc. were conducted for the staff. A 
farmer’s seminar on “Palm health 
management and value addition 
in coconut” was also organized. 

Scientists handled training sessions 
on good agricultural practices, 
pest and disease management as 
well as value addition in coconut. 
A farmer’s quiz programme on 
coconut was organized and the 
winners were felicitated.  

Name & Designation	 Title of the programme	 Place & Duration

Dr. S. Kalavathi,	 State level seminar on “Watershed management for sustainability”	 Alappuzha

Principal Scientist 	 organized by Kerala State Land Use Board	 19-09-2014
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Hindi Fortnight

Director inaugurating Swacch Bharat Mission at Kasaragod Director handing over donation to Kumbla Panchayat towards con-
struction of toilet from the staff of CPCRI, Kasaragod

Hindi Fortnight was celebrated 
jointly with TOLIC from 15-09-
2014 to 29-09-2014 at RS, Vittal. 
It was inaugurated at DCR Puttur 
on 15-09-2014 by Shri K.T. 
Ramesh, Lecturer, Junior College 
Puttur. The Valedictory function was 
held at CPCRI, Vittal in which Shri 
Krishnanda Bhat, Branch Manager, 
SBM, Vittal was the chief guest and 
the programme was presided over 
by Dr. P.L. Saroj, Director of DCR, 
Puttur. Various competitions were 
held for employees and school 
children.

Hindi week was celebrated from 
16th to 22nd September 2014 at RS, 
Kayamkulam.  Various competitions 

in Hindi were 
conducted in 
which several 
staff members 
p a r t i c i p a t e d . 
The valedictory 
function was 
held on 22nd 
September 2014. 
The chief guest, 
Dr. R. D. Iyer, 
former Head of 
Division, Crop 
I m p r o v e m e n t , 
CPCRI, Kasaragod, in his speech 
stressed the importance of learning 
languages, as it brings people 

Dr. R.D. Iyer, Chief Guest, addressing during the valedictory 
function of Hindi Fortnight

closer.  He also gave away the 
prizes to the winners of various 
competitions.

Onam celebrations
Onam was celebrated at CPCRI 
Kasaragod by Staff Recreation 
Club CPCRI on 3rd September, 
2014. Dr. George V. Thomas 
(Director, ICAR- CPCRI, retried) 
was the chief guest for the 
function. The club members 
enthusiastically participated in 

competitions like pookkalam, Tug 

of war and Uriyadi. A sumptuous 

ona sadhya, cultural programme 

and various completions 

heightened the festive mood of 

all staff members of CPCRI. 

Onam celebrations were held 

with all traditional pomp and 
fervour at the Regional Station 
on 4th September 2014 by 
conducting various programmes 
which included Pookalam, 
Thiruvathira kali, pulikali, 
vadamvali, Oriyadi and drawing 
tail for elephant. 

Swacch Bharat Mission
As part of clean India programme 
(Swacch Bharat Mission) CPCRI 
recreation club conducted cleaning 
programme in the premises 
of CPCRI nursery school on 
28.09.2014. The programme was 
inaugurated by Dr. P. Chowdappa,    
Director, CPCRI who emphasized 
the importance of collective effort 

in fulfilling the goal of Swacch 
Bharat Mission at CPCRI. CPCRI 
Recreation Club donated an 
amount required for construction 
of toilet at Koipady village as a 
part of Swaccha Bharat mission in 
collaboration with Kumbla Grama 
Panchayat.

As part of national initiative on 
Swachh Bharat campaign during 
September 25 to October 2, 2014, 
the farm and office premises of 
the RS, Kayamkulam were made 
weed-free by a special cleaning 
drive started on 25th September 
2014. 
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	 Name of the staff / 	
From (Place)	 To (Place)	 w.e.f. 	 Designation

	 Shri V.S. Binoy, SSS	 CPCRI, Kasaragod	 IISR, Kozhikode	 30-09-2014

	 Name	 Designation	 Place	 Date
	 Dr. M. Alagar	 Scientist (Ag. Entomology)	 CPCRI, RS, Vittal	 20-08-2014

Appointment

Promotion

Transfer

Resignation

	 Name of the official 	 Designation	 Location	 w.e.f.
	 Dr. P. Chowdappa	 Director	 CPCRI, Kasaragod	 06-09-2014
	 Mrs.P.P. Sheeja	 Junior Accounts Officer	 CPCRI, Kasaragod	 18-09-2014

	 Name of the staff	 From (Designation)	 To (Designation)	 w.e.f.
	 Mrs. Girija Chandran	 PA, CPCRI, Kasaragod	 PS, CPCRI, RS, Vittal	 12-08-2014
	 Mrs. Sulochana Nair	 PA, CPCRI, Kasaragod	 PS, CPCRI, Kasaragod	 13-08-2014
	 Shri P. Krishna Naik	 Assistant, CPCRI, RS, Vittal	 Assistant Administrative	 17-09-2014 
			   Officer, CPCRI, RS, Vittal


